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Volleyball Australia is a National Olympic Sporting 
Organisation that is committed to being a world 
leader in our sport. Our role is to inspire the 
love of Volleyball by fostering participation and 
sporting excellence for the benefit of all.

WORLD LEADER

We deliver world class team 
performances, supported 
by world class management 
and sport delivery infrastruc-
ture. We are recognised by 
our stakeholders as a leading 
national federation, demon-
strated by leadership pres-
ence at OZVA, AVC, FIVB, and 
as a member of the Olympic 
Family

PARTICIPATION AND 
SPORTING EXCELLENCE

We inspire participation in 
volleyball pathways through 
our members, from grass-
roots and school children to 
aspiring Olympians. We coor-
dinate national participation 
activities, and we invest to 
deliver technical infrastruc-
ture to grow the capacity and 
quality of our sport. 

BENEFIT OF ALL

We are contributing to the 
social fabric and the good 
health of a sporting nation 
through Volleyball. A collab-
orative, culturally inclusive, 
non contact, gender equal 
sport, which contributes to 
the health and wellbeing of 
society.

Advocating a culture of respect and personal 
health through the attributes of Volleyball, 

our role models and our national teams 
i.e. Volleyroos

ABOUT
VOLLEYBALL AUSTRALIA
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A MESSAGE FROM THE
AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION

The Australian Sports Commission (ASC) congratulates our National Sporting 
Organisations (NSOs) on their achievements this year. In particular, we 
congratulate all of our athletes who represented Australia in the Rio Olympic 
and Paralympic Games. You did so with great distinction. The country is 
proud of your commitment and dedication, and the manner in which you 
conducted yourself throughout the campaigns.  

In the aftermath of the Games, the Board of the ASC has re-committed to 
the core principles of Australia’s Winning Edge, the ASC’s ten year plan for 
high performance sport introduced in 2012. The four key principles are: 
high aspirations for achievement; evidence-based funding decisions; sports 
owning their own high performance programs; and a strong emphasis on 
improved leadership and governance. 

We are confident these principles serve the long term interests of sporting 
sector.  

We will also use the experience of the last four years to seek to improve 
implementation of Winning Edge in ways that will benefit the sector. 

The ASC is equally committed to increasing community participation in 
sport, particularly amongst our children and youth. We have been pleased 
this year to see our flagship participation program Sporting Schools reach 
over 4,300 schools in partnership with NSOs. 

John Wylie, AM 
Chair, 
Australian Sports 
Commission

Innovations by the ASC this year included the release of our Integrity Guidelines for Directors and 
Leaders of Sporting Organisations, which provides directors with comprehensive and practical guidance 
for the first time on anti-doping, sport science and medicine, illicit drugs, match-fixing, child protection 
and member protection – vital issues for maintaining trust and respect in the sporting sector. 

We also staged our inaugural Athlete and Coaches Forum, giving Australia’s elite athletes and coaches 
the opportunity to share their experiences and enhance their leadership capabilities.

And we were delighted to see fruits of our efforts to improve female opportunity in sports, with improved 
elite and participation opportunities in women’s sport, better media exposure, some outstanding new 
commercial deals, and an increase in female representation at NSO board level from 27 per cent to a 
39 per cent across the top 23 NSOs.

Looking ahead, ASC priorities include: 

• further institutional and governance reform in sport, with an emphasis on increased national 
integration and alignment 

• increased funding for sport, including new non-government sources of funding

• further embedding sport in schools’ educational programs 

• improved national coordination of sports infrastructure spending, and 

• Improved use of data and technology in sports. 

Reforms like this are often hard to achieve but have profound long term benefits. The evermore 
competitive environment in world sport on display in Rio highlights the critical importance of further 
reform if Australia is to maintain its proud reputation and traditions as a sporting nation.

It is appropriate to use this opportunity to recognise and thank the efforts of the ASC’s outgoing CEO 
Simon Hollingsworth, who has led the Commission very capably and with considerable effect for the 
past five years.

The ASC thanks all of our sector partners for your effort and contribution to Australian sport. We look 
forward to continued success and progress together.
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BOARD OF
VOLLEYBALL AUSTRALIA 2015-2016

Craig has previously been a director of Volleyball Australia from 1996 to 
1999 and was CEO during that period ahead of the Sydney 2000 Olympic 
Games. During his time with volleyball Australia he was also the promoter 
of the Australian Beach Volleyball Tour from 1999 to 2001 and has been 
involved with the Northern Beaches Volleyball Association based at 
Manly Beach since 1990. Craig rejoined the board in 2011 and is now 
President of Oceania Volleyball, Executive Vice President Asian Volleyball 
Confederation and a director of FIVB, International Volleyball Federation. 
Craig is also on the Board of the Australian Olympic Committee. Craig 
obtained an LLB with first class honours and the University Medal from 
Sydney University Law School and a first class honours degree and the 
University Blue from Magdalen College, Oxford University.

CRAIG CARRACHER
PRESIDENT

Anita has extensive experience of multi-sport events through involvement 
at both event, planning and bidding stages of previous Olympics in Beijing 
and Sydney and the bid stages of London and Rio. This consultative 
work has included work on both the Olympics and Paralympics and has 
been crucial to the department planning, especially in the areas of sport 
from scheduling, through to entries, sport production, organisational 
integration and results. She is herself an Olympian. Anita is currently 
Head of Sport – Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games Corporation

ANITA PALM
VICE-PRESIDENT

Malcolm has over a decade of experience in middle and senior 
management roles with an international sales and marketing company 
and twenty years experience in public accounting practice, with 14 as a 
principal. He brings to the Board a wealth of not-for-profit-governance 
and financial experience having been involved either at Board level, in 
tax and accounting advisory or audit roles for numerous not-for-profits, 
including charities and sporting bodies. He has served as Chairman on 
Statea and National Committees for CPA Australia and currently serves 
on their Environmental, Social and Governance Centre of Excellence 
providing CPA Australia and its 180,000 members with advice and 
direction on current environmental, corporate social responsibility and 
corporate governance issues. He also currently serves on the Boards of a 
number of not-for-profit organisations. Malcolm loves Volleyball, having 
played in the U20’s for Australia in the Pac Rim Tournament in 1978. 

MALCOLM BORGEAUD
VICE-PRESIDENT
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For the past 25 years Tracey Holmes has worked in journalism and 
communications, working with some of the world’s most respected 
media platforms – CNN International, Dubai Eye, CCTV China, Foxtel, 
SBS and the ABC. One of Tracey’s first tours of duty following her sports 
broadcasting cadetship at the ABC was to anchor ABC TV’s coverage of 
the Australian World Series Beach Volleyball Tour. An award-winning 
interviewer, Tracey has sat down and drawn the best out of a collection of 
the world’s most interesting people - from Prime Ministers to Presidents, 
Kings and Sheikhs, from awe inspiring athletes to challenging and 
thought provoking academics, from legendary entertainers to the most 
ordinary men and women in the street. Tracey’s passion for sport has 
seen her cover 10 Olympic Games. She’s been a broadcast mentor for 
the IOC’s Young Reporter Program at each of the three editions of the 
Youth Olympic Games. Currently Tracey is an ABC presenter and senior 
reporter, host of The Ticket on ABC News Radio, and frequent writer for 
The Drum.

A member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in Australia Riad has 
been the VA Finance Director since 1999. He is a member of both the 
FIVB Finance Commission and AVC Finance Commission.

Kerri Pottharst is one of Australia’s most well known and well-loved 
athletes – a triple Olympian with two Olympic medals. Kerri wore the 
Green and Gold for Australia for an incredible 22 years! She competed 
with the  Indoor National Team for 10 years and then on the World Tour 
of Beach Volleyball until her retirement in 2005. She is one of our sports 
most decorated players. She has been inducted into the the International 
Volleyball Hall of Fame, been awarded Team of the Decade by the FIVB 
and is also a member of the Australian Sports Hall of Fame. Since retiring, 
Kerri now divides her time between coaching and mentoring elite-level 
athletes, inspiring people from all walks of life to achieve excellence 
through her keynote presentations and motivational workshops and also 
gives her time freely to support many different charities each year. 

Andrew has spent the past 20 years in various roles in sport including 
over 7 years as the General Manager of Volleyball Australia from 2000 to 
2007. This period has seen him in leadership roles and national, state and 
local level across a variety of sports including Cricket, AFL and Basketball. 
He also has a passion about sports officiating and continues to both 
officiate and coach others in numerous sports including Volleyball and 
Beach Volleyball. Outside of his sports interest he currently works as 
a Student Support Manager with the Canberra Institute of Technology 
Student Association and is also a board member of the Tertiary Access 
Group, a cooperative buying group in the tertiary education sector.

RIAD TAYEH
DIRECTOR

ANDREW SCOTFORD
DIRECTOR

TRACEY HOLMES
DIRECTOR

KERRI POTTHARST
DIRECTOR
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Craig Carracher

“PARTICIPATION, PATHWAYS AND PERFORMANCE – TOKYO 2020”

As the Rio 2016 Quadrennial has now concluded, it is appropriate we reflect 
on how far the sport has come and the tremendous change that will shape 
our sport for future generations.  The remarkable developments in our 
sport have brought into sharp relief how much further we have to travel to 
deliver on our commitment to you:

“Our commitment is to be a leading National Sporting Organisation in 
Australia, one of the most advanced sports administration nations in the 
World, playing in one of the most competitive and global sports on the 
planet.”

The accomplishments in Rio 2016 and across the quadrennial are 
extraordinary and we should pause to reflect on those achievements, 
many of which we now take for granted, and our young athletes assume 
have been and will always be part of our sport:

CRAIG CARRACHER
PRESIDENT

• Hosted our first world ranking indoor volleyball event since the 2000 Olympics in 2013 with  
 the World Championship Qualification Tournament (Canberra)
• Won the World League Group 2 and promoted to Group 1 in 2014 (men)
• First sold out World League event in Sydney v Brazil in 2015 with a record volleyball crowd  
 (non-Olympic)
• Second round finalists of the World Championships in Poland (Men) and our best result ever
• Entered for the first time the Women’s World Grand Prix and hosted the finals in 2015
• Hosted the Oceania Beach Volleyball Championships and commenced Volleyfest (beach  
 volleyball)
• Multiple podium results in beach volleyball and the development of a national team ethos  
 in beach volleyball
• Qualified 2 women’s teams to Rio 2016
• Hosted the Continental Cup Phase 1 for Oceania and the Olympic Qualification    
 Tournament  in 2016 (beach volleyball)
• New Volleyroos brand and positioning
• Launched the Australian Beach Volleyball System including new Centres of Excellence and  
 distributed architecture for high performance in beach volleyball
• New corporate restructure as a company limited by guarantee with new Constitution and  
 new Charter
• New Volleyball Australia brand, logo and positioning
• New board structure and independent board members and a new tone of conversation with
 our key stakeholders
• New commercial engagement with the deepest pool of sponsors since the Sydney 2000   
 Olympic Games
• Introduction of a Naming Rights sponsor and we thank Andrew Burnes and the    
 “helloworld”  Board for trusting in our sport to deliver outperforming returns on 
 their investment – the helloworld Volleyroos!
• Engaged fully with Australia’s Winning Edge program introduced by AIS including the   
 employment  of all HP coaches onto the books of VA and taking full responsibility and   
 accountability for our High Performance outcomes from 2013
• Complete restructure of all senior management positions from High Performance Director  
 and CEO to CFO and new events management structures including the introduction of a  
 National Commercial Director
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• Announced a new national Centre of Excellence for our Women Volleyroos at the AIS to   
 commence in 2017 with full time coach resources funded by Volleyball Australia
• Continued our leadership role in Oceania and in Asia with leadership roles on the Boards  
 and as Chair  of the Asian Beach Volleyball Committee, and invited to the board of the   
 Australian Olympic Committee
• Repositioning of the Australian Volleyball Schools Cup, the AJVC and AJBVC and a revitalised  
 Australian Volleyball League and Australian Beach Volleyball Tour
• Our Pathways agenda has evolved and will witness in 2017 the introduction of a new   
 Pathways Director to lead our national development and junior agenda.  
• Our Participation program has challenged us across the quadrennial and together the State
 Associations  and VA are on the cusp of behavioural unification around a National Participation 
 Agenda to invest over $4 million into participation and pathway outcomes across the   
 forward quadrennial to Tokyo 2020.
• Our IT program has also challenged us and is now on track for deliver in the current   
 quadrennial  supplemented by our new websites and social media platforms.  A great   
 opportunity remains for us in this space. 

These are the direct result of the personal contributions of each of you as volunteers in our sport, 
our coaches, our referees, our administrators, our players, the volleyball families (homage to the 
parents and guardians) that invest so much and all our Stakeholders at team, club, association, 
officials, schools and Universities and state associations. Without the Australian Sports Commission, 
the commitment of the Board and the Government to the Australian Institute of Sport, our program 
of change and development would not be executable.  I extend a deep thanks to our staff at Volleyball 
Australia and to the Board who have trusted in these endeavours, accepted the ever increasing 
responsibilities we have imposed upon them and have presented themselves to our stakeholders 
accepting the accountability and responsibility for all we have done, right and wrong (and much of 
the wrong is my responsibility and not theirs).  To the team led by Mathieu Meriaux, congratulations 
on an incredible quadrennial effort!

Australia is blessed to have the support of its public to promote and encourage the Government of 
the day to invest in our national teams, our development pathways and our participation agenda.  
The commitment to continue to make this investment is vital to our success and that of Australia’s 
on the global stage of sport and your sport is the second largest on the planet and the most gender 
equal.  Thank you to John Wylie and his board and the current Minister for Sport, Sussan Ley and 
each of our Ministers across the quadrennial, Kate Lundy, Don Farrell and Peter Dutton.
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I extend a personal thanks to John Coates and the AOC Executive for welcoming Volleyball to the 
Executive Board for the first time in Australian Olympic history.  Our Purpose Statement explicitly 
acknowledges the importance of Olympism to our sport and the vital role the AOC performs as a 
constant in the changing world of sport administration.

I also thank all our supporters, our sponsors and the Patrons of our Sport. I specifically thank 
Mrs Gina Rinehart for trusting in our sport. Through Hancock Prospecting and the Georgina Hope 
Foundation Mrs Rinehart has enabled an unprecedented level of support toward our women’s 
athletes.

As we look to Tokyo 2020, the City that began volleyball’s Olympic journey in 1964, volleyball in 
Australia can look forward confident in the knowledge we have a global eventing strategy including 
World League, World Women’s Grand Prix, World Beach Volleyball Tour and evidenced commitment 
to equality for our men and women across both disciplines of volleyball.  Ours is a simple strategy 
for the next quadrennial but complicated in the execution and there is no silver bullet for success.  
Our campaign to 2020 will commit us to 3 clear and identified strategic imperatives, to deliver on 
our Performance outcomes, deliver on our Pathway outcomes and to deliver on our Participation 
outcomes.  Our strategic agenda requires your support, your commitment your continued love of 
the greatest and most gender equal team sport on the planet.

Finally, and at a personal level, most important, we have laboured under enormous self imposed 
pressures across this quadrennial as we reset our sport for a brighter future.  That strain revealed 
many weaknesses and I thank each of you for supporting us in those areas and being patient with 
us as we introduced structural changes bluntly and many times without the sensitivity required.  
The changes in our tone of conversation have been most evident and that has supported us to be 
honest with each other, not afraid to speak up about that which is not working and to commit to 
improvement without compromise. 

To that end I would like most of all to thank the athletes at all levels in our sport for your patience 
with us as we endeavour to be “off the court” the standard of athlete we know you aspire to be “on 
the court”.  And to the parents and guardians, where we have not lived up to your expectations 
for this sport and our administration and development of it, I thank you for your patience, be 
assured of our commitment to you as you encourage your daughters, sons and family members to 
strive, endeavour, respect and excel, that we too pursue the same dreams for them and we deeply 
appreciate and thank you for delivering to our sport such wonderful people.

Thank you.

Craig Carracher 
President, Volleyball Australia

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Craig Carracher
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VA Commissions 
 
Executive Commissions 
Andrew Crozier  VACT
Nam Pham   SVNSW
Jon Gibbs   VQ
Anne-Marie McAinsh VSA
Stephen Ibbott  VTI
Geoff Rietschel  VVI
Robyn Kuhl   VWA
 
 
President’s Commission 
Les Young   VACT
Deb Chung   SNSW
Boris Georgieff  VQ
Craig Watson   VSA
Stephen Ibbott  VTI
Sen. Stephen Conroy VVI
Damien Oldmeadow VWA
Stuart Smith   VNT
 
 
VARC Executive 
Dean Turner   Chair
Elizabeth Pollock  Education
Stephen Giugni  Pathways
Andrew Davidson  Communication
Catriona Tweedie  Technical
 
 
Australian Volleyball Schools Cup Commission
Stephen Doyle  Chair
Phil Muller   VA Director of Sports Participation
Stuart Scott   Secretary - Volleyball, SSA
Kerri Styles   Benowa SHS
Rick McWaters  Girton Grammar
Kasia Stawski   Technical Delegate
Peter McConnon  Competition Manager (Advisory)

VOLLEYBALL AUSTRALIA
COMMISSIONS
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CEO REPORT
Mathieu Meriaux

2015/2016: A challenging year
In many aspects, 2015/2016 has been a challenging year for our sport. 

The twin issues of having to implement our most important High 
Performance imperative, while planning for our future, created a very 
unique and challenging environment. The last stretch of the Road to Rio 
campaign required a lot of focus and resources. The sport embraced 
that challenge and aimed to give the best platform to our athletes. The 
reality, however, is that in the public domain, the qualification or non-
qualification of our teams will be remembered by many. There is a lot 
more to be celebrated and a lot of lessons to be learned. 

As we are currently rebooting our High Performance programs and 
shifting our focus to the next stage of our evolution, let’s review the 
elements that contributed to our 2015-2016 season. 

MATHIEU MERIAUX
Chief Executive Officer

Renewed commitment to gender equality:
Volleyball is the most gender equal sport globally. Our responsibility as the national governing 
body cannot be solely dictated by our funding partners. In 2016/2017 we planted the seeds of the 
2017 Women’s Indoor Centre of Excellence, while once again supporting both our men’s World 
League and women’s Grand Prix programs.  

Overall restructure of capitation/membership model:
Our capitation/membership model is obsolete. After many months attempting to upgrade the current 
capitation model and bridge the gap with similar organisations, a new thinking was developed and 
created the basis of the 2017-2021 national agenda. This will continue to be developed as a pledge 
to collectively invest $4million into participation and pathways over the next four years. 
 
A greater focus on beach volleyball:
2015-2016 had a really strong focus on beach volleyball.
The biggest achievement, after much lobbying and hard work by many within VA, was the inclusion 
of beach volleyball in the 2018 Commonwealth Games. This decision will give our athletes the 
opportunity to play a major international event on home soil and gives a window for our sport to 
the general public.

There is no doubt that beach volleyball, being played on an iconic Australian beach, will be a great 
boost for our sport during and after Gold Coast 2018. 
In addition, six years have passed since the last time Australia hosted an AVC/ International event. 
We hosted two and are committed to host a World Tour beach volleyball event in 2017.

Participation opportunities:
Volleyball Australia, with the assistance of Gemba, conducted research into the opportunities of 
our sport. Not surprisingly, beach volleyball and junior participation were highlighted as our two 
biggest opportunities. Something to act upon in 2017.  

High performance programs
Embracing the Australian Sport Commission’s Winning Edge strategy linking funding to on-court 
performance has had multiple effects on our sport, and presented several challenges. It has 
required us to be commercially aggressive as we sought to complement the support of our teams, 
as well as fund activities that are not supported by our Government.

Valuing our players, their commitment and the commitment of their families needs to be at the 
forefront of our future planning and we will implement our new player retention strategies.
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Women’s Indoor:
2015/2016 was the start of a new era in rebuilding the women Volleyroos. After the appointment 
of a new Australian coach, Shannon Winzer, the team played the World Grand Prix in Bendigo 
(Victoria). Although the Volleyroos did not win, our young team showed great qualities. A process 
to select a home for the Women CoE was undertaken. Thank you to all interested parties, especially 
the Gold Coast Council and the Australian Institute Of Sport.  The women’s Volleyroos will be one 
of the key projects next year as the team will include numerous players to be based in the Full 
Time CoE at the AIS.

In further positive news for women’s volleyball, several of our top helloworld Volleyroos have 
signed contracts with major international clubs, and it is hoped the experience they get playing at 
the top level will have a positive flow-on effect for the Australian team. 

Men’s Indoor:
As a sport, we shared the disappointment of our players after their non-qualification to the Olympic 
Games. Our athletes gave so much and ended up one place short of Olympic qualification.
Their focus will now turns toward the 2018 World Championships. Thank you to the players, to 
Roberto Santilli, and team staff for their contribution to this journey. A review has been executed 
and key changes with an eye to the future will be implemented. 

Men’s Beach:
After finishing 1st, 2nd and 3rd at the Asian Championships, the non-qualification via the 
Continental Cup was a blow to the men’s beach volleyball program. Thank you to the athletes 
and the coaching staff for their investment into our sport. As with indoor, a review has been fully 
executed and a new structure is being implemented. 

Women’s Beach:
Qualifying our second team for Rio was a major success. Our athletes were presented with an 
opportunity, and they took it. Volleyball Australia supported the hard work of our athletes by 
bidding for and then successfully hosting the Continental Cup in Cairns. It was tremendous to 
see the big crowds and fantastic local community support, as Nikki Laird and Mariafe Artacho del 
Solar, with the assistance of Phoebe Bell and Becharra Palmer, took this opportunity to qualify 
another team in Rio 2016.

Taliqua Clancy and Louise Bawden were the star performers of our 2016/2017, qualifying directly 
for the Olympics via the world ranking. During an outstanding international season they finished 
third at a World Tour event and also had multiple fifth placings.
Well done to the athletes and a massive thank you to the staff and the events team in Cairns for 
these amazing results. 

We will re-double our emphasis on pathways and pre-elite development in both beach & indoor 
and across both genders.
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CEO REPORT
Mathieu Meriaux

Financial performance:
Despite our ongoing growth in terms of volume of activities, Volleyball Australia achieved a marginal 
break even position of $7K surplus (over $8.9m turnover). 

Two key elements contributed to this outcome. Firstly, meticulous management of our financial 
affairs, and secondly an unprecedented level of financial support to our organisation (government 
funding, sponsorship and philanthropic). While the first two types are mostly based on valuing 
our sport return on investment, the philanthropic support deserves to be singled out. We are very 
fortunate in Australia to have people with the vision and the passion to support our sport, and to 
recognise what we stand for. 

International event hosting:
This has been the biggest year of hosting to date. Because of the Olympic Games, most of the 
events that are usually hosted in July were moved to June. It meant that for the 2015/16 financial 
year we hosted two World League rounds, two World Grand Prix rounds, the Asian Beach Volleyball 
Championships 2016 and the AVC Finals of the Continental Cup in Cairns. 

That is an incredible six FIVB/ AVC events in one financial year, a massive vote of confidence in our 
ability to host such important events. 

Culture matters:
One of the biggest lessons of 2015/16: building trust in such a busy and fast-moving environment, 
has been very challenging. The pace of our activities has the potential to polarise the stakeholders 
of our sports. A lot of people are very supportive of what has been done but with increased 
delivery, comes increased expectations. It is an imperative that we redouble our effort to engage 
our members. A cultural reset is needed across our activities and we are looking forward to that 
process.  

Communication:
Despite upgrading our website and seeing an increased base of fans across our digital platforms, 
communication remained in 2015/2016 one of our biggest opportunities for improvement. 

As you have seen, we have had some key successes but as sport administrators, we now need to 
refocus our efforts to make sure we honour the commitment of all the volunteers and players that 
give so much of their time to the sport we love. 

Thank you to our Sponsors with a special mention to Mrs Gina Rinehart, Hancock Prospecting and 
helloWorld.

Thank you the Australian Sports Commission for supporting our ambitions and trusting in our 
great sport. 

Thank you to the board of Volleyball Australia for the on-going support and confidence you have 
showed in our team. 

Thank you to all of the volunteers, staff members, and board members of State Associations & 
Clubs, coaches, officials, teachers, schools, referees, players, parents, and loved ones for the 
sacrifice and the contribution you have made to our sport. I hope you take pride in our collective 
achievement in 2016.

Reflecting on these and act upon them so not to repeat history but to create it. 

Mat
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John Boultbee
Director of High Performance
John Boultbee started with Volleyball Australia in November 2014 as the 
new Director of High Performance. He was the fifth Director of the Austra-
lian Institute of Sport from 1995 to 2001. While he was Director, he super-
vised the Olympic Athlete Program. In 2004, he was appointed by Football 
Federation Australia to establish a high performance unit.
Since 2000, he has also been a director of Australia for UNHCR Limited.

Peter King
Chief Financial Officer
Peter joined Volleyball Australia as the Chief Financial Officer on 15 May 
2015. Peter is a member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in Aus-
tralia and a Graduate member of the Australian Institute of Company Direc-
tors. 
Since Leaving Australian Alpine Enterprises as the CFO of two ski resorts 
and two Treetop Walk attractions, Peter has been consulting a specialist 
accounting firm. Coupled with over 20 years experience in senior executive 
finance roles, predominately in public companies, Peter brings a new and 
strengthened depth of financial knowledge to Volleyball Australia.

Rod Harys
Chief Commercial Officer
Rod Harys joined Volleyball Australia as Chief Commercial Officer on the 
24th August 2015, following a successful career in both the public and pri-
vate sectors. Previously Rod Harys was General Manager with the Sydney 
Kings Basketball Franchisee from 2013 – 2015, Rod was instrumental in 
turning around the team’s financial fortunes, rebuilding the club’s relation-
ships with corporate sponsors, lifting the Sydney Kings media profile and in-
creasing the Sydney Kings marketing and brand profile. Rod Harys secured 
naming rights sponsor Mightymite and a number of other key deals includ-
ing United Airlines, St George Bank, Event Cinemas and Crown Resorts.

Phil Muller
Director of Sport Participation
Phil is the immediate past Vice-President of Volleyball Australia and transi-
tioned to the Executive Team in August 2015. He has recently retired from 
Education Queensland as the Executive Officer for Queensland School 
Sport.  
Phil has a long history with volleyball, spanning some 34 years, as a player, 
coach and administrator.  The highlight being appointed by SOCOG as Dep-
uty Competition Manager for Volleyball at the Sydney 2000 Olympics and 
Competition Manager for Sitting Volleyball at the Sydney 2000 Paralympics.

VOLLEYBALL AUSTRALIA
EXECUTIVE TEAM
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INSIGHTS
INTO THE FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial year ending 30 June 2016 is the third consecutive year that 
Volleyball Australia has posted a profit. The audited financial statement 
is also the same as the management result and has been for the last 
two financial years. The $7,658 profit for 30 June 2016 is in line with 
budget, despite being lower than 30 June 2015 given the additional 
investment required leading into the Olympic year. Our investment this 
year in high performance exceeded $3.4m, this is in excess of the ASC 
funding received of $2.46m.

Revenue increase $819,547, 10% in the financial year primarily from 
securing additional sponsorship and the generosity of philanthropic 
support. While revenues increased cost also increased due to hosting 
additional international events including World League and World Grand 
Prix twice in the same financial year, Continental Cup and Volleyfest. 
The full audited Financial Report 30 June 2016 is available online at 
www.volleyballaustralia.org.

PETER KING
Chief Financial Officer

In complying with the ASC Mandatory Sports Governance Principle 3.4, Volleyball Australia discloses its admin-
istration expenses, including remuneration and associated expenses for key management personnel. The table 
below shows Volleyball Australia expenses in remunerating its key management personnel.

In comparing Volleyball Australia’s executive remuneration with two Olympic Sports of similar turnover 
(+/- $2M – 2014/2015 annual reports) highlights how economical the executive is with comparable sports.

Sport 1:    $152,398 average for key management personnel (8 staff members)
Sport 2:    $151,427 average for key management personnel (3 staff members)
Volleyball (2015/2016):   $116,371 average for key management personnel (5 staff members)

Role (Executive Team Members) Volleyball Australia  
Executive Remuneration

or equivalent role Volleyball: $9m

 Chief Executive Officer 100 – 150

 Chief Financial Officer 100 – 150
 Chief Commercial Officer 100 – 150
 Director of High Performance 100 – 150
 Director of Sport Participation Below 100

 Total 550 - 600
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VOLLEYBALL AUSTRALIA 2016 2015 Var. Var.
$ $ $ / % %

STATEMENT OF COMPARATIVE INCOME

Total revenue 8,740,930 7,921,383 819,547 10%
Total expenses 8,733,272 7,827,316 905,956 12%

Total comprehensive income attributable to members of 
the  entity 7,658 94,067 (86,409) -92%

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Total current asset 2,826,344 1,719,458 1,106,886 64%
Total non-current assets 89,707 72,105 17,602 24%

Total assets 2,916,051 1,791,563 1,124,488 63%

Total current liabilities 2,527,670 1,393,884 1,133,786 81%
Non-current liabilities 34,031 50,987 (16,956) -33%

Total liabilities 2,561,701 1,444,871 1,116,830 77%

Total equity 354,350 346,692 7,658 2%

RATIOS

Net Profit Ratio (Net Profit/Net sales x 100) 9% 119% -110% -93%
Operating Cost Ratio (Operating Costs /Net Sales x 100) 100% 99% 1% 1%
Current Ratio (Current Assets/Current Liabilities) 112% 123% -12% -9%

The following table summarises the financial results and key ratios that highlights:
• Profitability remains positive, noting the additional international events hosted which carried   
 additional risk which was well managed;
• The net profit ratio has dropped to 9% with the reduced profit however, this was a strategic   
 positioning  leading into the Olympic year;
• Operating cost ratio remains in line with the prior year; and
• While there is a drop in the current ration it is still within the acceptable range.

The achievements of the financial management of Volleyball Australia during the financial year have been:
• A further strengthening of the relationship with the Australia Sports Commission through further  
 enhanced reporting and communication;
• The 30 June 2016 reported management result is the same as the audited financial result for the  
 second consecutive year; and
• An improvement in the level of outstanding trade receivable with a heightened concentration on  
 collection of debtors
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SPORT
PARTICIPATION

With increased funding from the Australian Sports Commission (ASC) 
towards the participation portfolio, volleyball was given the opportunity 
to recalibrate and reset the sport’s participation agenda.  A newly 
appointed position of Director of Sport Participation was filled in late 
August to oversee this portfolio.

During this last financial period we, as a sport, have achieved the 
following: developed a new Inclusive Participation Plan, restructured how 
we deliver our education programs for coach and referee accreditation, 
appointed Gemba to review our Spikezone introductory volleyball 
program and developed more resources for Sporting Schools. We have 
also developed better community engagement with our Member States 
and Territories through more effective and regular communication.  We 
have developed a review schedule of all national events and produced 
an administrative calendar.  Overall we have developed the framework 
and structures that will help to deliver participation outcomes.

PHIL MULLER
Director of Sport
Participation

Work is still continuing with the Member States and Territories on membership capitation and 
membership fees, but suffice to say that the discussions are full and frank and progress is being 
made.  The next financial year will see the implementation of a new capitation schedule of fees 
which will align with the Inclusive Participation Plan

Staffing:  
Nic Kaiser’s contract as Sport Development Manager expired in December 2015 and would like 
to publicly thank Nic for his work completed in this area. To assist with the new participation 
framework we were able to engage Chloe Edwards, originally on a part time basis as the Sport 
Participation Administrator, but then to a full time role as National Coordinator – Sport Education 
Programs.  Chloe had previously volunteered her time as an intern whilst completing her studies 
at the Canberra University.  Jolanta Moore, Sporting Schools Program Manager has continued in 
this role, however it is only on a part time basis.

Inclusive Participation Plan:  
At the 2015 November Stakeholder’s meeting, representatives from each Member State and 
Territory commenced the process of defining the new direction for volleyball participation.  After 
many months of discussion and negotiation with the members and the ASC we have developed 
the Inclusive Participation Plan.  The plan has been aligned with other VA documents, namely the 
VA Strategic Plan, the VA Risk Management Plan and the FTEM pathways.  As the name suggests 
it is an inclusive plan, not because we are to reengage with only disability volleyball, but also 
to include all Member States and Territories in its design and to be responsible for delivering 
participation outcomes.  Further, as a sport we must embrace all organisations who deliver 
volleyball programs.  Our clubs and associations are the central core of our sport but we must 
also look beyond the clubs and acknowledge and engage with those other volleyball delivery 
centres, namely the commercial and private providers.
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Spikezone Review:  
Gemba were the successful tenderer for the project and presented their final report to Volleyball 
Australia and the ASC during June 2016.  More will be presented in the Annual Report of next year, 
but we can state that the recommendations from this report will assist us in developing programs, 
activities and competitions that are aligned with the respective market segments expectations of 
our sport.  We look forward to the further development of these programs and the impact they will 
have on our sport.

Education Programs:  
It came as a shock to be informed by the ASC that both the National Officials Accreditation Scheme 
(NOAS) and the National Coach Accreditation Scheme (NCAS) were to be discontinued.  Further, 
that of our current coach and officiating courses only one was still current and accredited, whilst 
the others had expired.  There is a more complete report on our programs attached, but it must be 
stated that this knowledge has inspired us to reconsider who delivers our courses and to whom are 
the audience. 

The result of our internal review is that the ASC has promoted our accreditation programs (modular in 
construction) as an example of “best practice”.  I would like to acknowledge the work of staff members from 
Volleyball Western Australia and Volleyball New South Wales, who within a three week period assisted VA 
in developing a new online Level 1 Coach Accreditation course that was designed for entry level coaches.  
 
This initiative will see a greater reach of volleyball into the rural and remote areas of our country 
and will assist program development within these communities.  For our developing Member States 
and Territories who do not have full time staff this initiative will reduce administrative costs to 
conduct such courses.

Sporting Schools:  
A full and complete report follows, but I would like to express thanks to our Member States and 
Territories who have embraced this fully funded government program.  The results from these 
members is very encouraging for our sport.  There are also many challenges to assist other members 
to engage and promote this program to their schools.

Acknowledgement: 
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank our Volleyball Australia Board and 
staff, in particular Mathieu Meriaux, Chloe Edwards, Jolly Moore, Verity Hanka and Kasia Stawski 
who have been inspirational with their support for participation outcomes.  Also to the Member 
States and Territories and their Executive Officers a special thanks for your thoughts, discussion and 
ongoing commitment for the sport.  Lastly to Volleyball Western Australia who we have engaged 
as our “critical friends” to determine if our thoughts and concepts would work out in the broader 
volleyball community – thank you.  Finally thanks to the staff of the ASC who have assisted VA with 
the many projects that were are now engaged. Thank you for your advice and support.
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SPORT
EDUCATION

CRM
Volleyball Australia’s CRM went live in April and currently WA and ACT are using the system for 
registrations. VA is looking to have all coaching and officiating data online by AVSC 2016.

Coaching
Foundation Coach (Level 1) is a complete online course which is accessible for all participants 
nationwide. The course takes about 45 minutes and is the first step on Volleyball Australia’s pathway 
to a complete blended learning education program. Since the course opened over 300 people have 
been enrolled with 188 completing the course and becoming Foundation Coaches.

Officiating
2015-2016 saw Volleyball Australia implement a new sky blue referee uniform. Our referee uniform 
has remained unchanged for almost 2 decades, so with the creation of our new logo, we took 
the opportunity to think about presenting our referees in a new uniform. The changes allow us 
to align with the FIVB, AVC and sporting codes more generally where referees have moved away 
from the traditional white. We believe that the sky blue referee uniform provides a fresh look and 
will be a great contrast to the navy pants (Volleyball) and shorts (Beach Volleyball) and will assist 
in enhancing our sport. The VARC’s National Referee Uniform has been designed to be worn by all 
referees in both disciplines - Indoor and Beach Volleyball and is compulsory at all national events. In 
line with the new uniform Volleyball Australia have brought out new referee badges that correlate 
with the change in the accreditation levels. 

To ensure that all our documentation is updated to coincide with the new levels Volleyball 
Australia contracted Optimum Edge for the refereeing levels. All documentation for Level 1, 2 and 3 
(Foundation, Talent Development and Elite) are in their final stages. Optimum Edge have also been 
contracted to design the Elite Level 3 Officiating Course online. This project is due to be completed 
during 2017. 

Sport Education Programs and the Accreditation Framework
Early 2016 the ASC invited Volleyball Australia to be involved in a pilot program with six other sports. 
The ASC is changing its focus from accrediting courses to accrediting frameworks. Through this 
pilot program all of Volleyball Australia’s education packages are now under review and are being 
restructured. Our aim is to create a consistent learning pathway for all participants nationwide, 
including the rural and remote communities. This has been achieved at the Foundation level 
(Level 1) in both coaching and officiating and through our presenter course. While restructuring 
the program Volleyball Australia has decided to align with the ASC and reorganise the levels to fit 
within FTEM pathways. Using FTEM will allow our coaches and officials to take a similar pathway to 
athletes. Our new accreditation framework is due to be fully functioning in 2018 with courses going 
live sequentially.

The new accreditations are as follows:
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Sporting Schools
Sporting Schools is a $100 million Australian Government initiative designed to help schools to 
increase children’s participation in sport, and to connect children with community sport.
In partnership VA and over 30 other NSO’s, Sporting Schools will help to coordinate coaching 
providers, coaches and teachers to deliver sport before, during and after school hours. 
Already over 6,000 schools have registered to be a part of this initiative committed to helping sport, 
schools and communities work closer than ever before to grow sporting activity in schools.

Sporting Schools aims to:
• connect 860,000 children with NSO endorsed sporting opportunities
• increase children’s participation in sport
• nurture children’s lifelong love of sport.

VA in partnership with the State Volleyball Associations are providing the program support and 
resources required to deliver programs across the country. 

Program Numbers 
Term   Programs Participants
Term 3 2015  74  1540
Term 4, 2015  96  1843
Term 1, 2016  63  1865
Term 2, 2016  114  3130
Total   347  8,378
* SSP Data 

Sporting Schools Workshop 
VA received a Capability and Capacity Grant from the ASC to run a workshop for the member state 
staff who work on Sporting Schools. The workshop was held at the AIS, Canberra from 11-13 July. 
The workshop was attended by: 

Anne Chadwick NT
Jack Colmer  SA 
Neil Connell  SSP/ASC
Christine Gates  ACT 
Connie Ladas  NSW
Patti McIntosh QLD
Rebecca Walter VIC
Karen Wickham WA
Cori Wilder  VIC

During the workshop participants were able to network with each other and share the challenges 
faced in their state as well as sharing ideas that works well in their state. Out of the workshop there 
were agreed outcomes for each state and for VA. Participants also completed two professional 
development courses, Assessor and Presenter/Facilitator Training.

Program goals for 2017 
- Developing resources to empower schools to be able to teach volleyball programs during  
 school time 
- Grow the coach workforce across the country including in regional and remote areas
-  Continue to support the program to increase program and participant numbers across the  
 country.

SPORTING
SCHOOLS
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INTERNATIONAL
REFEREE APPOINTMENTS

Phong Nguyen
- World Grand Prix, Group 1, 2015, Thailand
- Men’s U21 Championships, 2015, Mexico
- World League, Group 1, 2016, Australia
- World Grand Prix, Group 3, 2016, Algeria

Stephen Giugni
- Yokohama Grand Slam, 2015 Japan
- Xiamen Open, 2015, China
- Xiamen Open, 2016, China
- Fuzhou Open, 2016, China
- Referee Delegate – AVC Asian Women’s Beach Championships – Hong Kong – October 2015 
- Referee Instructor – AVC Beach Referee Course – Cook Islands – November 2015
- Referee Delegate – Oceania Beach Championships – Cook Islands – November 2015
- Referee Delegate – AVC Continental Cup Phase 2 – Cook Islands – November 2015
- Referee – AVC Continental Cup Finals – Cairns – June 2016

Carla Hoorweg
- Women’s Grand Prix, Group 3 Final, 2015, Australia
- Women’s Grand Prix, Group 3, 2015, Australia

Damien Searle
- Referee Delegate, Continental Cup, 2016, Australia

Robert Szydlowski
- World Grand Prix, Group 2, 2015, Argentina
- Asian Men’s Championships, 2015, Iran
- World Grand Prix, Group 3, 2016, Australia
- World League, Group 3, 2016, Kazakhastan

Catriona Tweedie
- Referee Delegate, AVC Beach Championships, 2016, Australia
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 FIVB  Board Administrator  Craig Carracher
 Coach Instructor  Mark Lebedew

 Alexis Lebedew
 Tomas Santamaria
 Lauren McLeod

 International Referees  John Bennett
 Shane Clouston
 Julian Coburn
 Michael Fitzpatrick
 Danielle Francis
 Stephen Giugni BVB
 Carla Hoorweg
 Christine Kelly
 Kevin Lentin BVB
 Aaron Leo
 Phong Nguyen
 Craig Olson
 Sharon Seaman
 Damien Searle
 Robert Szydlowski
 Catriona Tweedie BVB

 International Referee 
 Candidates

 George Chalhoub
 Jonathan Lamprecht BVB
 Tanya Trevilyan BVB
 Russell Egan

 AVC  Executive Committee  Executive Vice President  Craig Carracher
 Referee Committee  Member  Dean Turner
 Coaches Committee  Member  Russell Borgeaud
 Beach Volleyball
 Committee

 Chairman  Craig Carracher
 Secretary  Blair Harrison
 Events Manager  Mathieu Meriaux

 Media Committee  Member  Ross Solly
 AOC  Director  Craig Carracher
 AOF  Director  Craig Carracher
 OZVA  Board  President  Craig Carracher 
 World Para-
 Volley

 Board  President  Barry Couzner
 Member  Classifier  Jenni Cole

 ParaVolley
 Asia-Oceania

 Board  Development Director  Wei-Ping Tu
 Board  Para Beach Volleyball  Stephen Giugni

 Coach Instructor  Wei-Ping Tu
 International ParaVolley  
Referees

 Stephen Giugni
 Andrew Davison
 Ka Man Chan

INTERNATIONAL
APPOINTMENTS 2015-2016

C:80 M:0 Y:60 K:0

C:0 M:95 Y:95 K:5

C:100 M:30 Y:0 K:0
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HIGH
PERFORMANCE

Senior Men

2016 has been a very interesting year for the Indoor Program, with some 
good results and some events where the performances could have been 
better.

The main event for the Men Volleyroos was the World Olympic 
Qualification Tournament in Japan late in May 2016. The team led 
by Roberto Santilli and Benjamin Hardy had a month of high quality 
preparation in Italy at the AIS European Training Centre in Gavirate and 
in Busto Arsizio, Italy, playing some scrimmage matches with Norway 
and Italy. The team moved to Japan ten days before the competition and 
had a combined preparation camp in Nagoya with Team Canada. 

Some physical issues to key players like captain Thomas Edgar and 
setter Greg Sukochev unfortunately made things more difficult for the 
Volleyroos in the immediate lead up to the tournament. 

The opening match with Iran didn’t go as expected, but the Team was 
able to quickly recover and beat Venezuela the day after. The third 
match of the pool saw Australia playing Canada; after a long battle, 
Team Canada was able to secure an important 3-2 win. Tom Edgar and 
teammates put together a great match the day after playing European 
Champions France, but at the end of an epic fourth set, France led 3-1 
and secured one of the spots for the Rio Olympics.

The chances for Australia to qualify to Rio were at this stage disappearing, 
having to beat host Japan, China and Poland in the final three matches. 
But the Aussies were far from dead and with two great team performances 
were able to beat Japan 3-0 and China 3-1, keeping alive the hope to 
qualify to Rio. 

The final match of the tournament saw the Volleyroos battling with 
powerhouse Poland, but unfortunately were not able to secure the win 
that would have meant Olympic qualification, finishing the tournament 
in fifth position, just behind the four teams that qualified to Rio.

Not even a week later, the team got back together in Canberra to 
prepare for World League Group 1. Unfortunately the World League 
also did not go as wished, and the team finished in 12th position and 
got relegated to Group 2 for 2017. Some of the main players missed this 
event through injury: Thomas Edgar was out for two months recovering 
from his pre-WOQT abdominal injury, while the two starting middles 
Nemo Mote and Aidan Zingel played just the first round in Sydney and 
then had to withdraw due to injuries.

In September, a younger Volleyroos team played in the 5th AVC Cup in 
Thailand under the guidance of Roberto Santilli and Dan Ilott. Some good 
performances came out of this tournament, with a final 6th position in 
the competition that is encouraging for the future.

JOHN BOULTBEE
Director  of  
High Performance 
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Senior Women

The Women Volleyroos had a shorter season in 2016, with the main focus bieng the World Grand 
Prix. The newly appointed coach Shannon Winzer took the lead of the team early in the year and 
decided to inject some new young players into the squad. 
During the January to April period, Shannon and her staff organized several camps around Australia 
to see as many players as possible.

The selected 14 Volleyroos got together in Victoria in late May, with a ten days preparation with the 
Croatian National Team, New Zealand and University of New Mexico. After the first scrimmages in 
Churchill, the teams moved for some exhibition matches in Melbourne. 

Volleyball Australia had won the right to host the first round of the Women’s Grand Prix and chose 
Bendigo as host city. Colombia, Cuba and Croatia were the teams that challenged the Volleyroos 
in this first round. After a tough start against Colombia, Shae Sloane and team-mates put together 
a great performance against Sydney 2000 Olympic Champions Cuba. The final score (3-1 for the 
Caribbean players) does not pay due justice to the great effort Australia made on the court. The 
final match with Croatia saw some good periods of play but did not bring a win to the home team.

After Bendigo, the team travelled to Colombia to play Kazakhstan, Mexico and the host Colombia. 
After two tough matches, the team led by Shannon Winzer was able to present a great performance 
against Mexico, but unfortunately not good enough to secure the first win in the 2016 Women’s 
World Grand Prix.

Men’s VA/AIS Centre of Excellence

2016 has been the second year of activity for the Men’s VA/AIS Centre of Excellence. Brendan Garlick 
and Marty Collins took up the positions of Assistant Coaches to help Head Coach Dan Ilott to deliver 
the best possible development for these interesting young talented players.

For the first year ever, the Centre of Excellence entered a youth team (players born in 1999-2000) in 
the Capital Volleyball League, giving the players an extra twenty good quality matches.
In July, ten players graduated from the program and moved to the next step in their Volleyball 
pathway. Four of them gained their first professional contracts and six moved to the Canadian 
College League.

From September the Centre of Excellence Team will also be playing in the Australian Volleyball 
League for the first time ever.

Earlier in August, the High Performance Director, John Boultbee, announced the establishment of 
a Women’s VA/AIS Centre of Excellence in Canberra starting in January 2017 under the guidance of 
Women’s Senior Volleyroos Coach Shannon Winzer.
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VOLLEYROOS
MEN

Indoor Men’s Volleyroos  

• WORLD OLYMPIC QUALIFICATION TOURNAMENT
Japan (Tokyo)– 28th May 2016 to 5th June  – 5th Position

Athletes: 
Aidan Zingel (NSW), Jacob Guymer (QLD), Nathan Roberts (SA), Paul 
Sanderson (VIC), Travis Passier (QLD), Thomas Edgar (QLD), Jacques 
Borgeaud (ACT), Max Staples (WA), Benjamin Bell (QLD), Luke Perry 
(WA), Nehemiah Mote (NSW), Samuel Walker (WA), Gregory Sukochev 
(SA), Paul Carroll (NSW)

Staff:
Roberto Santilli (ITA)  Head Coach
Benjamin Hardy (ACT)  Assistant Coach
Daniel Ilott (ACT)   Assistant Coach
Giorgio Poetto (ITA)   Team Manager
Bogdan Szczebak (POL)  Performance Analysis
Lorenzo Arioli (ITA)   Strength and Conditioning Coach
Darren Austin (VIC)   Physiotherapist
Charles Howse (ACT)  Team Doctor
John Boultbee (NSW)  Head of Delegation
  

• WORLD LEAGUE GROUP 1
Australia (Sydney)/ Italy (Rome)/USA (Dallas) – 18th June 2016 to 3rd 
July  – 12th Position

Athletes: 
Aidan Zingel (NSW), Jacob Guymer (QLD), Nathan Roberts (SA), Travis 
Passier (QLD), Harrison Peacock (SA), Jacques Borgeaud (ACT), Max 
Staples (WA), Luke Perry (WA), Nehemiah Mote (NSW), Samuel Walker 
(WA), Gregory Sukochev (SA), Jordan Richards (VIC), Paul Carroll (NSW), 
Lincoln Williams (QLD), Beau Graham (QLD).

Staff:
Roberto Santilli (ITA)  Head Coach
Benjamin Hardy (ACT)  Assistant Coach
Daniel Ilott (ACT)   Assistant Coach
Giorgio Poetto (ITA)   Team Manager
Bogdan Szczebak (POL)  Performance Analysis
Andre Borgeaud (ACT)  Performance Analysis
Darren Austin (VIC)   Physiotherapist
Charles Howse (ACT)  Team Doctor
Ross Solly (SA)   Journalist

ROBERTO SANTILLI
Head Coach
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• 5th AVC CUP
Thailand (Nakhon Pathom) – 22nd/28th September 2016 - 6th position 

Athletes: 
Elliott Viles (SA), Lewis Kehl (QLD), Simon Hone (ACT), James Takken (QLD), Arshdeep Dosanjh (NSW), 
Thomas Hodges (VIC), Jordan Richards (VIC), Trent O’Dea (VIC), Max Senica (QLD), Jordan Colotti (SA), 
Malachi Murch (SA), Mitchell Tulley (QLD).

Staff:
Roberto Santilli (ITA)   Head Coach
Daniel Ilott (ACT)   Assistant Coach
Mike Chemny (SA)   Assistant Coach
Giorgio Poetto (ITA)   Team Manager
Natalie Frostick (ACT)  Physiotherapist

 
Junior and Youth Competitions 
 
• 18th ASIAN MEN’S U20 MEN’S CHAMPIONSHIP
Chinese Taipei (Kaohsiung City) – 9th/17th July 2016 - 9th position out of 16 teams. 

Athletes: 
Alexander Dunning (QLD), David Morgan (QLD), Nicholas Butler (WA), Matthew Aubrey (QLD), Conal 
McAinsh (SA), Jackson Holland (SA), Elliott Viles (SA), Lewis Kehl (QLD), Mitchell Lewingston (WA), Max 
Senica (QLD), Thomas Wheeler (QLD), Josh Gray (VIC)
 
Staff:
Grant Robertson (QLD)  Head Coach
Dan Ilott (ACT)   Assistant Coach and Manager
Liam Sketcher (VIC)   Assistant Coach
Andre Borgeaud (ACT)  Performance Analysis
Charlotte Garton (QLD) Physiotherapist
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VOLLEYROOS
WOMEN

Indoor Women’s Volleyroos  

• WORLD GRAND PRIX 
Australia (Bendigo), Colombia (Cali) 3rd/12th - 27th position out of 28 
teams. 

Athletes: 
Sophie Godfrey (WA), Beth Carey (SA), Eliza Hynes (VIC), Rhiannon 
Watt (VIC), Alice De Innocentiis (NSW), Shae Sloane (VIC), Hannah 
Martin (VIC), Jamie-Lee Morrow (VIC), Caitlin Bettenay (QLD), Rebecca 
Reeve (SA), Danusia Sipa-Borgeaud (ACT), Jennifer Sadler (WA), Jessica 
Russell-Croucher (QLD), Sophie Paine (VIC).

Staff:
Shannon Winzer (VIC)  Head Coach
Lauren Bertolacci (VIC)  Assistant Coach
Jennifer Becker (VIC)  Assistant Coach
Chau Le (VIC)   Team Manager
Russell Borgeaud (ACT)  Mentor Coach
Henry Tram (VIC)   Physiotherapist
Huy Nguyen (SA)   Statistician
Ross Solly (ACT)   Journalist

SHANNON WINZER
Head Coach
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Junior and Youth Competitions

• 17th ASIAN JUNIOR GIRLS CHAMPIONSHIP 
Chinese Taipei (Taipei) – 16th/24th July 2014 - 13th position out of 15 teams. 

Athletes: 
Mikaylah Faltyn (VIC), Emily Haines (QLD), Jessica Jones (SA), Agnieszka Kudziela (QLD), Merinda Lyne 
(ACT), Rachel Reeve (SA), Madilyn Sanderson (QLD), Danusia Sipa Borgeaud (ACT), Kelly Van der Linde 
(SA), Emma Whyte (QLD), Maddison Smith (VIC).

Staff:
Chris Todd (ACT)   Head Coach
Bill McHoul (VIC)   Manager
Jonathon Roson (VIC)  Assistant Coach
Ashlee Gouw (QLD)   Performance Analysis
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VOLLEYROOS
BEACH

The National Training Centre in Adelaide (at the South Australian Sports 
Institute) has hosted the full time Scholarship athletes as well as the 
initial intake of athletes within the National Centre of Excellence for 
Beach Volleyball. To add to this, there have been numerous training 
camps for the Beach Volleyroo Squads during the last year. 

With an increased number of Junior Beach Volleyball Development 
camps held in Adelaide – following the addition of the U17 age group 
to international competition – the last 12 months has seen a significant 
number of athletes engaging in training at the National Training Centre.

While the focus of Senior Athletes and Teams during this past year 
was on the primary qualification process for the 2016 Olympic Games, 
where Teams looked to secure a direct berth to the Olympics via the 
Top 15 World Ranking path (as of June 13th, 2016), a secondary method 
was also in operation to qualify places to the Olympic - the Continental 
Cup Event system. 

Through strong overall results at a number of Major Series and Grand 
Slam events across the year, including 2x 4th’s and 3x 5th’s (one being 
at the prestigious World Championship event), the team of Bawden / 
Clancy secured Australia an Olympic berth for Women’s Beach Volleyball 
through the Top 15 World Rankings.

Australia hosted the Final event of the Asian zone Continental Cup in 
Cairns during June, with the home crowd surely assisting the Teams 
(Artacho Del Solar / Laird and Bell / Palmer) to secure a second 
Women’s berth at the Olympics for Australia. Unfortunately the Men’s 
Teams (Kapa / McHugh and Court / Schumann) were unable to secure 
the Men’s Olympic ticket for Asia after their semi-final and then bronze 
medal matches were lost.

January 2016 also saw the first male development athletes relocate 
to Adelaide to join the VA / SASI National Centre of Excellence. This 
cohort of athletes is sure to develop quickly as the key underpinning 
structure for athletes aged 18-22 to the Senior Programmes. A number 
of female athletes look set to relocate towards the end of 2016 to 
further underpin the Women’s structure.

The first Australian Beach Volleyball Network Centre in operation (in 
Manly (NSW) has continued to develop well, with the Men’s Beach 
Volleyball Pathways Coach (Andrew Schacht) taking the opportunity to 
attend several training sessions and assisting with coach development. 
It is anticipated that this program will continue to develop quickly 
with athletes from the Program progressing into Junior Development 
Squads. Additional ABVN Centres now exist in Perth and Brisbane and 
will look to emulate the level of Program developments that have been 
achieved in Manly.

CRAIG MARSHALL
Senior Coach - Men 

ANDREW SCHACHT
Assistant Coach and 
Pathways Coach - 
Men 
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2017 will see the World Beach Volleyball Championship event held in 
Austria (July 28 – August 6), whilst the underage World Championship 
schedule has the U21 event in place for 2017 and the U19 event slated 
for 2018 – with these events expected to continue every two years.

The Beach Volleyball Program is thankful for the generous and 
considerable support of the AIS, SASI, Helloworld, Hancock Prospecting 
and the Georgina Hope Foundation as they continue to assist us to 
strive for our sporting goals. We look forward to involving a larger 
number of athletes, from the Beach Volleyroos through to the Junior 
Development Program athletes, at the National Training Centre in the 
coming year to assist with achieving the High Performance outcomes 
of the Sport in Australia.

Program goals for 2017 
- Developing resources to empower schools to be able to teach  
 volleyball programs during school time 
- Grow the coach workforce across the country including in   
 regional and remote areas
- Continue to support the program to increase program and   
 participant numbers across the country. 

VA would like to thank the following staff, consultants and advisors 
engaged by the VA Beach Volleyball Program (National Training Centre) 
during the 2015/16 period:
Wes Battams   SASI Director
Darren Everett  Sport Psychologist
Ben Haines  Strength and Conditioning Coach
Dr. James Ilic  Doctor
Chau Le  iPerana Developer
Tom Patrick  SASI High Performance Manager
Indra Reinpuu Personal Development Support
Ian Scarborough Physiotherapist

Program Staff
Steve Benson BV High Performance Administrator
John Boultbee High Performance Director
Craig Marshall Men’s Senior Beach Volleyball Coach
Simon Naismith Women’s Performance Analysis Coach
Andrew Schacht Men’s BV Pathways Coach
Joshua Slack  Men’s Performance Analysis Coach
Lauren Soderberg Women’s BV Pathways Coach
Aden Tutton  National Centre of Excellence Assistant Coach
Steve Tutton  Women’s Senior Beach Volleyball Coach

STEVE TUTTON 
Senior Coach - Women 

LAUREN SODERBERG 
Assistant Coach and 
Pathways Coach - 
Women 

SIMON NAISMITH
Assistant Coach and 
Performance Analyst
- Women
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VOLLEYROOS
BEACH

2015/16 VA Athlete Scholarship Holders
Mariafe Artacho Del Solar (NSW)
Louise Bawden (VIC)
Taliqua Clancy (QLD)
Isaac Kapa (QLD)
Nicole Laird (NSW)
Christopher McHugh (SA)

2015/16 Beach Volleyroo Squad Members
MEN
Joshua Court (WA)
Cole Durant (WA)
Casey Grice (WA)
Maximilian Guehrer (SA)
Isaac Kapa (QLD)
Christopher McHugh (SA)
Zachery Schubert (SA)
Damien Schumann (VIC)
Bo Soderberg (SA)

WOMEN
Mariafe Artacho Del Solar (NSW)
Sarah Battaglene (NSW)
Louise Bawden (VIC)
Phoebe Bell (QLD)
Taliqua Clancy (QLD)
Nicole Laird (NSW)
Jordan Mowen (QLD)
Justine Mowen (QLD)
Becchara Palmer (SA)

2015/16 Highlights
MEN
Isaac Kapa / Chris McHugh
2015
9th – FIVB World Championship, Multiple Cities - 
NED
2016
9th – FIVB World Tour Open, Kish Island – IRI
1st – AVC Asian Championship, Manly – AUS
1st – AVC Asian Tour Open, Satun – THA
2nd – AVC Asian Tour Open, Songkhla – THA
1st – AVC Asian Tour Open, Palembang – INA
5th – FIVB World Tour Open, Cincinnati – USA
9th – FIVB World Tour Grand Slam, Moscow – RUS

Cole Durant / Bo Soderberg
2015
9th – FIVB World Tour Open, Rio de Janeiro – BRA
1st – AVC Asian Tour Open, Yogyakarta – INA
2nd – Continental Cup Phase 2 Zonal Event, 
Rarotonga – COK
2016
2nd – AVC Asian Championship, Manly – AUS

9th – FIVB World Tour Open, Doha – QAT
9th – FIVB World Tour Open, Xiamen – CHN

Joshua Court / Damien Schumann
2015
37th – FIVB World Championship, Multiple Cities - 
NED
2nd – Continental Cup Phase 2 Zonal Event, 
Rarotonga – COK
2016
3rd – AVC Asian Championship, Manly – AUS
3rd – AVC Asian Tour Open, Satun – THA

5th – FIVB World Tour Major Series, Gstaad – SUI
9th – FIVB World Tour Grand Slam, Yokohama – JPN
4th – FIVB World Tour Grand Slam, Long Beach – 
USA
1st – AVC Asian Championship, Hong Kong – HKG
2016
4th – FIVB World Tour Open, Vitoria – BRA
9th – FIVB World Tour Grand Slam, Moscow – RUS
5th – FIVB World Tour Major Series, Hamburg – GER
**Qualification to the 2016 Olympic Games 
through the Top 15 ranked teams in the World

Mariafe Artacho Del Solar / Nicole Laird
2015
17th – FIVB World Championship, Multiple Cities - 
NED
3rd – AVC Asian Championship, Hong Kong – HKG
1st – AVC Asian Tour Open, Yogyakarta – INA
1st – Continental Cup Phase 2 Zonal Event, 
Rarotonga – COK
2016
2nd – AVC Asian Championship, Manly – AUS
1st – AVC Asian Tour Open, Satun – THA
1st – AVC Asian Tour Open, Songkhla – THA
3rd – AVC Asian Tour Open, Palembang – INA
1st – AVC Asian Tour Open, Halong – VIE
1st – Continental Cup Finals, Cairns – AUS

Jordan Mowen / Becchara Palmer
2015
1st – Continental Cup Phase 2 Zonal Event, 
Rarotonga – COK

Phoebe Bell / Becchara Palmer
2016
1st – AVC Asian Tour Open, Palembang – INA
1st – Continental Cup Finals, Cairns – AUS

Jordan Mowen / Justine Mowen
2016
3rd – AVC Asian Tour Open, Can Tho - VIE
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VOLLEYROOS
JUNIOR PROGRAMMES
INDOOR RESULTS
While there were no Asian Championship events held during the July 2015 – June 2016 period, 
both the Junior Men’s Development Program and the Junior Women’s Development Program 
continued domestic camps as well as development tours throughout Asia in preparation for the 
major championships set to be held during 2017.

BEACH RESULTS
There were several international events held during the year, as both the Asian Championships 
and World Championships were held in the 2016 calendar year to best reflect the current status of 
teams for Beach Volleyball at the present time. 

The event was received very positively and was hotly contested, with a strong indication of Asia 
continuing to hold a Championship event for this age group into the future. 

AVC U21 Asian Beach Volleyball Championships
The U21 Asian Championship saw 4 teams travel to regional Thailand in their bid to qualify to the 
World U21 Championships. All teams pulled together well after extensive travel delays to perform at 
their best on the first day of competition with Australia securing a number of wins in the Pool phase 
of the tournament. Two teams made it through to the Semi-Finals, but were unable to overcome 
their opposition in their final two matches to finish on the podium. The 4th placing in each gender 
was still enough to secure a World Championship berth for Australia though.

Men
Max GUEHRER (SA) / Jonathan HUNT (WA) – 4th 
Simon GRAY (SA) / Mitchell WAKEFIELD (SA) – 8th 

Women
Brittany KENDALL (SA) / Shelby MAHER (WA) – 4th
Caitlin BETTENAY (QLD) / Georgia JOHNSON (QLD) - 

Staff:
Michael NELSON Men’s Coach
Kerri POTTHARST Women’s Coach

AVC U19 Asian Beach Volleyball Championships
The U19 Asian Championship event took place in Vientiane (Laos) during May, with 6 competitive 
Australian teams looking to secure berths for Australia to the World Championship event.  
Australia was well served by all teams, with wins to each team on the initial day of competition setting 
Australia up for strong overall finishes. While the primary goal of the event was to successfully 
qualify two teams (one of each gender) to the World Championship event, having an Australian 
team compete in the Gold Final of the Asian event was a highlight. 
All teams and staff worked incredibly well together on and off the court in what we know will set 
the benchmark for teamwork, organisation and dedication for all future Junior Beach Development 
tours.

Boys
Paul BURNETT (WA) / Marcus FERGUSON (QLD) – 2nd
Maksim BACOVIC (WA) / Adam KITTO (SA) – 9th 
Jack GREGORY (VIC) / Alek RYAN (VIC) – 5th 

Girls
Grace CONVEY (QLD) / Sabine MILLS (QLD) – 5th
Rebecca INGRAM (VIC) / Casey MUIRHEAD (SA) – 7th 
Katie GARDNER (SA) / Carrie VAN RENSBURG (VIC) – 9th
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VOLLEYROOS
JUNIOR PROGRAMMES

Staff:
Andrew SCHACHT  Head Coach
Mandy COMBES  Women’s Coach
Roger JONES   Men’s Assistant Coach
Matt VAN RENSBURG Team Manager 
 

AVC U17 Asian Beach Volleyball Championships
Despite the cancellation of the proposed World U17 Championships The Asian zone held a Championship 
event for U17 athletes –– to continue the development of this important age group into the future. 

Australia was represented by 5 teams across the Boy’s and Girl’s events as well as three coaching staff:
 
Boys
Mark NICOLAIDIS (QLD) / Bradley STING (QLD) – 5th
Lucas MARK-SEYMOUR (SA) / Christian MONAGHAN (QLD) – 5th 
Ben CARLETON (QLD) / James TAKKEN (QLD) – 7th

Girls
Tiaan SMITH (QLD) / Lauren TAYLOR (VIC) – 7th 
Nicola GREGORY (VIC) / Natalie WHITTINGTON (WA) – 13th

Staff
Sean THOMAS Head Coach
Sabine LINK  Assistant Coach
Marty COLLINS Assistant Coach

FIVB World U21 Beach Volleyball Championships
Australia selected two Men’s teams to travel to the World U21 Beach Volleyball Championship 
event, the team of Gray/Wakefield in the Qualification phase and Guehrer/Hunt in the Main Draw. 
Both Australian teams prepared with a training camp in France before travelling on to Lucerne 
(Switzerland) for the World Championship event. 
Gray/Wakefield were eliminated from the Qualification phase in the second of three rounds, placing 
37th at the event.
Guehrer/Hunt competed strongly to progress from the Pool phase of the event, but fell short in a 
hard fought match against a fellow Asian representative team from Thailand. This loss saw them 
finish in 17th place.

Unfortunately, due to injury to one of the selected athletes, Australia was forced to withdraw the 
qualified Women’s Team at the last minute from the World U21 Beach Volleyball Championships.

Men
Max GUEHRER (SA) / Jonathan HUNT (WA) – 17th
Simon GRAY (SA) / Mitchell WAKEFIELD (SA) – 37th

Staff:
Michael NELSON Head Coach

The U19 World Championships are scheduled to be held in July 2016, where Australia has secured 
4 entries (2 Main Draw, 2 Qualification).

The Junior Beach Development Program will then return focus to domestic training camps in 
preparation for 2017 international competitions.
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INSIGHTS
PACIFIC SPORT PARTNERSHIP

VA was successful in receiving another two years of funding to continue the volleyball development 
programs in Vanuatu and Fiji and further funding to include Papua New Guinea.  The funding is 
supplied through the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) Australia Aid program.  Although 
funding was not received until early December 2015 it will still have to be acquitted by 30th June 2016. 
 
Volleyball Australia partners with Oceania Zone Volleyball Association (OZVA) to deliver these 
programs across the Pacific.

The end of program outcomes to be achieved in-country are:
• Improved governance and operational effectiveness of participating Pacific sport   
 organisations
• Increased capacity of Pacific sport organisations to plan, run, and monitor participation   
 based  sports programs
• Increased participation in sport activities of people at risk of acquiring NCD’s or NCD   
 related illnesses
• Increased participation and leadership of people with disability and women and girls in   
 sport
• Improved communication, education and behaviour change strategies on NCD’s / disability
 in conjunction with sport activities 

Although these are the reportable outcomes, we tend to forget that sport is a powerful vehicle that 
can change peoples’ lives and those of communities.  We sometimes take for granted this aspect of 
sport but the PSP program very much highlights this point.

“...sport is a powerful vehicle that can change peoples’ lives and 
those of communities.” 

It is for this very good reason that the learnings from the PSP can be applied to our rural and remote 
communities of Australia.  The implementation strategies utilised by in-country PSP staff can be applied 
equally here in our communities.

The University of Queensland was contracted to perform research into the amount of behavioural 
change the program had achieve within each country.  This report has confirmed that there is signifi-
cant behavioural change in the women who have participated in the program.  Copies of the report is 
available by contacting the VA Director of Sport Participation.  In the next financial year we are develop-
ing the scope of further research to ascertain the longitudinal impact of this behavioural change in each 
village.

Following is a snap shot of the achievements within each country.

Vanuatu: 
Vanuatu Volleyball Federation continues to improve their governance structures and operations.  It is 
a credit to the Board who are able to do so much on so little income.  Testimony to this can be seen by 
the performances of their women’s beach team.

The PSP programs are operating in two major areas – Port Vila and Santo.  The success of these programs 
translates to an incredible number of requests to run the program in other remote areas of Vanuatu. 

VVF has partnered with other health agencies who attend the programs and deliver their health mes-
sages.  These focus on nutrition and how to prepare and cook healthy meals as well to offer advice on 
Non Communicable Diseases (NCD) eg Diabetes.
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INSIGHTS
PACIFIC SPORT PARTNERSHIP

Fiji: 
Fiji Volleyball took out the Beyond Sport, Sport Federation of the Year award in London. They were 
up against National Rugby League, National Hockey League and the International Tennis Federation 
so it was a huge achievement.

The Fiji Volleyball Federation suffered a major setback in their program due to the devastation 
caused by cyclone Winston.  Winston a category 5 cyclone struck the shores of Fiji on 20th February 
2016.  Although the women of these affected villages were still keen to participate in the programs 
their time was consumed with reconstructing their homes and villages.  However as soon as time 
permitted the program was re-introduced.

Fiji Volleyball also have partnered with health organisations and Diabetes Fiji to attend all sessions 
and convey health information to the participants.

Papua New Guinea:  
The management of the PSP program in Papua New Guinea differs from Vanuatu and Fiji.  VA works 
with WaterAid Australia to deliver the PSP outcomes in PNG.  Although the program end outcomes 
are the same we now have an organisation in PNG who provides an office and professional support 
to the development officer.

The first project was the appointment of the development officer.  The position created and 
recruitment initiated from December 2015 through January 2016.  Selection process completed 
late January into early February 2016.

Second project was to improve the governance of Papua New Guinea Volleyball Federation 
(PNGVF).  After consultation a draft Constitution was developed as required for IPA Incorporation.  
To support this constitution a Governance Training Workshop was scheduled to support the new 
constitution and new Governance arrangements.  Further a Strategic Planning Workshop followed 
the governance work to implement new governance structures and arrangements alongside sport 
development and operational planning.

To date the new Executive of the PNGVF have endorsed the Constitution and are supportive of the 
new initiatives in governance as developed by the PSP funded officer.

Unfortunately with the time spent of supporting the PNGVF, limited time has been allocated to 
delivering volleyball programs.  However it is crucial that the PNGVF is a strong and supportive 
Federation which will be essential in developing and managing volleyball programs within villages.3
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PSP Participation Statistics:  From December 2015 to June 2016
Vanuatu    975 participants
Fiji  1479 participants

Story of Change: 

As part of the monitoring and evaluation of the PSP program, participants are given the opportunity 
to answer some questions about their story of change.  This story sums up the importance of the 
PSP program in-country.

This story is from Mere Turaga, she is 76 years old and is from Fiji.

Question – Over the last 4 weeks how has the PSP contributed to your everyday life?
“I am an High Blood pressure patient for the last couple of years and normally visit hospital for 
medical checkup and treatment. When this programmed introduced here in Namau few weeks ago, 
I made an effort not to miss a session as I believe it may help me in my treatment. When I hear your 
explanation on how to live healthy and combat major diseases that has been a killer in our society, 
I made a decision to follow the Medical advise and learn Volleyball skills to keep me active. Even 
though I am quite old, I had learned new things for the PVP Team such as exercise in the morning, 
spent some time walking and how to cook healthy and fresh food for the family.

On Thursday last week, I went to the hospital here in Korovou for my medical checkup, and to my 
surprise so as the Medical Team, that my blood pressure is normal. I then realize the importance 
and the impact of the programme that your team has been doing in our community. I wish to 
convey my sincere appreciation and thankfulness to the PVP Team.”   

Question - Did you learn anything new when the Medical Team explained on the importance of 
healthy living?
“Yes, on how to cook vegetables and not to overcooked as it does not contribute anything to our 
body especially fish in lolo. Also on how to prevent diabetes and now I realize that sports also play 
a major part in combating NCD’S. And how to treat our feet with care just as we treat our face.”

“...I then realize 
the importance 

and the impact of 
the programme 

that your team has 
been doing in our 

community.”
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MAJOR EVENTS
2016 VOLLEYFEST

After the success of the Manly Volleyfest in 2014, Volleyball Australia decided to bring the event 
back again in 2016 after gaining funding from Destination NSW and hosting rights from the Asian 
Volleyball Confederation of the 2016 Asian Sr. Beach Volleyball Championships.

The 2016 Volleyfest encompassed the Australian Beach Volleyball Tour Finals, the inaugural 4 
Nations Cup and the Asian Championships.

“In more than 25 years of involvement with the sport of beach volleyball I have not enjoyed the 
good will, standard of competition or quality of engagement with our partners here and abroad 
with such enthusiasm as we experienced during Volleyfest 2016,” - Craig Carracher

“I would like to thank my staff at Volleyball Australia for all of their hard work in the delivery of 
Volleyfest and extend a special thanks to Premier Mike Baird, Manly Mayor, Mrs. Jean Hay, John 
Coates and Kitty Chiller from the Australian Olympic Committee, CEO of Seven Media, Tim Worner, 
our naming rights partner Helloworld and the sport’s corporate Patron, Mrs. Gina Rinehart and all 
our corporate and event partners for their attendance and support,” Mr. Carracher said.
 
NSW Premier and Member for Manly, Mike Baird said the event was a resounding success.
“It was great to see big crowds at Manly Beach throughout Volleyfest, and I congratulate the players 
and organisers on this great event. 
We saw world class beach volleyball on the sands of one of the state’s best beaches and I look 
forward to seeing the event return even bigger and better in 2017.”

Volleyfest 2016 also hosted the Australian Beach Volleyball Tour Finals signalling an end to a long 
summer of beach volleyball action in all states around Australia.  

The Manly Volleyfest will become a regular fixture over the next two years featuring teams which 
will showcase the world best talent representing nations including Australia, China, New Zealand, 
Thailand, Vanuatu, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Japan, Qatar, Brazil and the United States.

Volleyfest Event Highlights included:
 - More than 10,000 spectators attended day one of the Asian Sr. Beach Volleyball Championships  
 on Good  Friday
- Over 30,000 spectators enjoying Volleyfest across the ten-day period.
- Sold out events for the Asian Championships Women’s Quarter-finals and Gold Medal matches
- Triple podium for Australian men for the Asian Championships for the first time in International  
 competition. 
- Silver medal for the women’s Asian Championships 
- The delivery of more than 16 hours of live television produced with the Gold Medal matches   
 televised nationally on 7TWO  
- The delivery of the inaugural Four Nations Cup showcasing the best young women’s talent in the  
 world with the top under 21 pair from USA beating Brazil in the final while Australia took the
 bronze medal over Japan.
- More than 105,000 television viewers for the Asian Championships on 7TWO
- More than 400,000 online viewers across the ten-day period through Volleyball Australian Live  
 Stream facilities
- A highlight package to be delivered on Fox Sports across 13 separate programs will see over   
 500,000 viewers nationally experience the Volleyfest event.
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ABVT Finals Results

Men
1st Damien Schumann (AUS/VIC)/Joshua Court (AUS/VIC)
2nd Casey Grice (AUS/WA)/Bo Soderberg (AUS/SA)
3rd Chris McHugh (AUS/SA)/Isaac Kapa (AUS/QLD)
  Max Guehrer (AUS/SA)/Zachery Schubert (AUS/SA)
5th Aaron Crook (AUS/NSW)/Bart Bolsterlee (NED)
  Ondrej Hromadko (CZE)/Christoph Gruenaug (GER)
  Patrick Tang (AUS/VIC)/Chris Burns (AUS/VIC)
  Timothy Dickson (AUS/QLD)/Jonathan Hunt (AUS/WA)
9th Alex Gibbons (AUS/NSW)/Nikolaj Christensen (AUS/NSW)
  Ben Abbott (AUS/QLD)/Connor Spence (AUS/QLD)
  Christopher Blake (93) (AUS/QLD)/Shanon Zunker (AUS/QLD)
  Daniel Kuklych (AUS)/Timothy Gregory (AUS/VIC)
  Francesco Riginelli (AUS/NSW)/Martin Kaufer (GER)
  Gareth Mann (AUS/NSW)/Roger Jones (AUS)
  Marcus Ferguson (AUS/QLD)/Adam Kitto (AUS/SA)
  Russell Moore (AUS/SA)/Malachi Murch (AUS/SA)
17th Alek Ryan (AUS)/Jack Gregory (AUS/VIC)
  Simon Gray (AUS/SA)/Mitchell Wakefield (AUS/SA)
19th Billy Cauvier (AUS/NSW)/George Horsky (AUS/NSW)
  Bryce Poland (AUS/QLD)/Paul Burnett (AUS/WA)
  George Fountotos (AUS/NSW)/Brad Wall (AUS/NSW)
  Marc Carroll (AUS/NSW)/Marten Christiansson (AUS/NSW)
  Ricardo Sarnosky (AUS/NSW)/Michal Mikyna (CZE)
  Tom Faulkner (AUS/VIC)/Joey Yigit (AUS/VIC)

Women
1st Becchara Palmer (AUS/SA)/Sarah Battaglene (AUS/NSW)
2nd Christie Jenkins (AUS/VIC)/Brittany Tiegs (USA)
3rd Michaela Vorlova (CZE)/Lucia Michalovicova (SVK)
  Sabine Link (AUS/NSW)/Alexandra Friedrich (AUS/NSW)
5th Alice Rohkamper (AUS/NSW)/Johannah Rohkamper (AUS/NSW)
  Eliza Crook (AUS/NSW)/Simone Okholm (AUS/NSW)
  Gemma King (AUS/NSW)/Irina Penkina (AUS/NSW)
  Georgia Johnson (AUS/QLD)/Jordan Mowen (AUS/QLD)
9th Grace Convey (AUS/QLD)/Sabine Mills (AUS/QLD)
  Karen Montgomery (AUS/VIC)/Eleri O\’Connor-Williams (AUS/VIC)
  Molly Smestad (AUS/QLD)/Karin Kalda (AUS/VIC)
  Rebecca Ingram (AUS/VIC)/Casey Muirhead (AUS/SA)
  Shelby Maher (AUS/WA)/Britt Kendall (AUS/SA)
  Tiaan Smith (AUS/QLD)/Lauren Lee Taylor (AUS/VIC)

Women’s Under 21 (4 Nations Cup) Results
Placing  Team
1st  Torrey Van Winden (USA)/Sarah Sponcil (USA)
2nd  Victoria Lopes Periera Tosta (BRA)/Ana Silva Ramos (BRA)
3rd  Britt Kendall (AUS/SA)/Shelby Maher (AUS/WA)
4th  Reika Murakami (JPN)/Hana Deguchi (JPN)

4
1 | A

nnual R
ep

ort



MAJOR EVENTS
AVC ASIAN BEACH CHAMPIONSHIPS

Asian Championships
2016 saw Australia host its first ever Asian Senior Beach Volleyball Championships. The event was 
held on Manly Beach on 25-28 March in conjunction with the 2016 Volleyfest.

The 2016 SMM Asian Sr. Beach Volleyball Championships saw 23 Men’s and 22 Women’s teams from 
13 Countries within the Asian Confederation. Including Australia, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Iran, Japan, Kazakhstan, New Zealand, Oman, Qatar, Singapore, Thailand and Vanuatu.

The event saw the first ever night beach volleyball matches and fireworks display at an international 
Volleyball event in Australia. The women’s quarter finals were played under lights on Manly Beach 
in front of a sold out crowd on Sunday 27th March.

Despite some inclement weather impacting spectator numbers the event brought a successful 
close to the 2016 Volleyfest bringing hope to the future of Beach Volleyball in Australia.
 
Results
Australia was chasing an Asian Beach Volleyball Championships double gold with the Helloworld 
Volleyroos filling three of the four grand final positions available. Australia was guaranteed a gold 
medal in the men’s competition, with two-time Asian champions Isaac Kapa and Chris McHugh 
defeating Adelaide-based Bo Soderberg and Cole Durant in the grand final.

World U23 champions Mariafe Artacho del Solar and Nikki Laird took home the silver after being 
defeated by the impressive Chinese combination of Chen Xue and Xinyi Xia.

Missing from the gold medal matches were Australia’s Josh Court and Damien Schumann, who 
tasted defeat for the first time in eight tournaments when they were beaten by Soderberg and 
Durant 21-19, 21-16 in their semi-final. Kapa and McHugh continued to live dangerously, winning 
their third consecutive three-set match to book a place in the gold medal play-off. The Australians 
beat New Zealand’s Ben O’Dea and Jason Lochead 21-18, 17-21, 15-12.
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Men
Place  Team
1st      Isaac Kapa/Chris McHugh (AUS)
2nd     Bo Soderberg/Cole Durant (AUS)
3rd      Joshua Court/Damien Schumann (AUS)
4th      Ben O’Dea/Jason Lochead (NZL)
5th      Jian Bao/Likejiang Ha (CHN)
            Katsuhiro Shiratori/Yoshiumi Hasegawa (JPN)
            Mike Watson/Sam O\’Dea (NZL)
            Santos Pereira Jefferson/Younousse Cherif (QAT)
9th      Ahmed Al-Housini/Badar Al-Subhi (OMA)
            Casey Grice/Zachery Schubert (AUS)
            Dimitry Yakovlev/Alexey Kuleshov (KAZ)
            Fahriansyah Fahriansyah/Mohammed Ashfiya (INA)
            Jian Li/Zhuoxin Li (CHN)
            Julio Cesar Do Nascimento Jr./Ahmed Tijian Janko (QAT)
            Sergey Bogatu/Alexey Sidorenko (KAZ)
            Takumi Takahashi/Yuya Ageba (JPN)
17th    Ade Rachmawan Candra/Rendy Licardo (INA)
            Adisorn Khaolumtarn/Nuttanon Inkiew (THA)
            Chun Wai Wong/Kwun Pong Wong (HKG)
            Houshmand Saber/Pourasgari Abbas (IRI)
            Kelvin Lau/Pui Lam Wong (HKG)
            Nakprakhong Banlue/Sukto Prathip (THA)
            Raoufi Rahman/Salemi Injehboroun Bahman

Women
Place   Team
1st      Chen Xue/Xinyi Xia (CHN)
2nd     Mariafe Artacho Del Solar/Nikki Laird (AUS)
3rd      Ishii Miki/Murakami Megumi (JPN)
4th      Varapatsorn Radarong/Tanarattha Udomchavee (THA)
5th      Ningya Tang/Chuxia Chen (CHN)
            Pata Miller/Linline Matauatu (VAN)
            Takemi Nishibori/Sayaka Mizoe (JPN)
            Tatyana Mashkova/Irina Tsimblova (KAZ)
9th      Bakhtygul Samalikova/Yekaterina Lassyuta (KAZ)
            Britt Kendall/Christie Jenkins (AUS)
            Eka Yokebed/Ratnasani Desi (INA)
            Khanittha Hongpak/Rumpaipruet Numwong (THA)
            Putu Dini Jasita Utami/Dhita Juliana (INA)
            Sarah Battaglene/Becchara Palmer (AUS)
            Shannen Bagge/Melissa-Mae Ruru (NZL)
            Tin Lai Ng/Yuen Mei Wong (HKG)
17th    Alice Bain/Danielle Quigley (NZL)
            Jordan Mowen/Justine Mowen (AUS)
            Loti Joe/Toko Sherysyn (VAN)
            Rachel Lau/Eliza Chong (SIN)
            WeiYu Ong/Chleo Gabrielle Gomes (SIN)
            Wing Tung To/Yung Yung Koo (HKG)
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MAJOR EVENTS
AUSTRALIAN BEACH VOLLEYBALL TOUR
Australian Beach Volleyball Tour - ABVT

The 2015/16 Australian Beach Volleyball Tour introduced a restructure to the delivery of Beach 
Volleyball events in Australia and the implementation of the Australian Tour. 

In 2014/15 the Australian Beach Volleyball Ranking System (ABVRS) was developed and implemented 
in the ABVT and state tour events around the country. This system was refined and developed 
further for the 2015/16 season. The ABVRS, along with the development and implementation of 
sanctioning guidelines enabled Volleyball Australia to work closely with the state associations and 
their promoters to create an integrated beach volleyball event system and calendar.

Furthermore, Volleyball Australia invested $40,000 into the State Open events in New South Wales, 
Queensland, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia. This investment was able to bring these 
events together to engage a consistent standard of event delivery and align the events with the 
Australian Beach Volleyball Tour. These strategic changes lead to the 2015/16 tour encompassing 7 
events from a wide range of promoters around the country:

Event     Dates    Promoter
SA Open    9-10 January 2016  Volleyball SA
QLD Open    16-17 January 2016  Volleyball Queensland & Gold Coast  
         Beach Volleyball
Australian Championships  23-25 January 2016  Volleyball Australia
WA Open    5-7 February 2016  Volleyball WA
Vic Open    13-14 February 2016  Vic Beach
NSW Open    20-21 February 2016  State Volleyball NSW & Northern   
         Beaches Volleyball Association
Australian Beach Volleyball Tour  18-20 March 2016  Volleyball Australia
Finals 

The REFEREES
Each round of the ABVT in 2016/17 had a technical Delegate appointed by VARC. Damien Searle, 
Catriona Tweedie, Peter Hreszczuk and Stephen Giugni worked with the referees at each event to 
assisted with the delivery of the tour. We would like to thank all of the officials for their commitment 
and assistance throughout the tour.
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NSW OPEN

MEN WOMEN

1st Joshua Court (AUS/VIC)/Damien Schumann (AUS/VIC) Alice Rohkamper (AUS/NSW)/Johannah Rohkamper (AUS/NSW)

2nd Bo Soderberg/Casey Grice (AUS/WA) Michaela Vorlova (CZE)/Lucia Michalovicova (SVK)

3rd Aaron Crook (AUS/NSW)/Bart Bolsterlee (NED) Gemma King (AUS/NSW)/Andri Courouzos (AUS/NSW)

Ondrej Hromadko (CZE)/Christoph Gruenaug (GER) Justine Mowen (AUS/QLD)/Jordan Mowen (AUS/QLD)

VIC Open

MEN WOMEN

1st Damien Schumann (AUS/VIC)/Joshua Court (AUS/VIC) Christie Jenkins (AUS/VIC)/Brittany Tiegs (AUS/VIC)

2nd Bo Soderberg (AUS/SA)/Casey Grice (AUS/WA) Justine Mowen (AUS/QLD)/Jordan Mowen (AUS/QLD)

3rd Max Guehrer (AUS/SA)/Joshua Slack (AUS/SA) Alice Rohkamper (AUS/NSW)/Sabine Link (AUS/NSW)

Patrick Tang (AUS/VIC)/Justin Schumann (AUS/VIC) Sarah Battaglene (AUS/NSW)/Tamsin Hinchley (AUS/VIC)

QLD Open

MEN WOMEN

1st Damien Schumann (AUS/QLD)/Josh Court (AUS/QLD) Christie Jenkins (AUS/QLD)/Brittany Tiegs (AUS/QLD)

2nd Joshua Slack (AUS/QLD)/Bo Soderberg (AUS/QLD) Sarah Battaglene (AUS/QLD)/Becchara Palmer (AUS/QLD)

3rd Cole Durant (AUS/QLD)/Casey Grice (AUS/QLD) Justine mowen (AUS/QLD)/Jordan mowen (AUS/QLD)

Max Guehrer (AUS/QLD)/Zachery Schubert (AUS/QLD) Shelby Maher (AUS/QLD)/Brittany Kendall (AUS/QLD)

SA Open

MEN WOMEN

1st Joshua Court (AUS)/Damien Schumann (AUS/VIC) Michaela Vorlova (CZE)/Lucia Michalovicova (SVK)

2nd Isaac Kapa (AUS/SA)/Chris McHugh (AUS/SA) Britt Kendell (AUS/SA)/Becchara Palmer (AUS/SA)

3rd Bo Soderberg (AUS/SA)/Cole Durant (AUS/WA) Christie Jenkins (AUS/VIC)/Brittany Tiegs (USA)

4th Joshua Slack (AUS/SA)/Casey Grice (AUS/SA) Sarah Battaglene (AUS/NSW)/Caitlin Bettenay (AUS/SA)

WA Open

MEN WOMEN

1st Damien Schumann (AUS/VIC)/Joshua Court (AUS/VIC) Christie Jenkins (AUS/VIC)/Brittany Tiegs (AUS/VIC)

2nd Bo Soderberg (AUS/SA)/Cole Durant (AUS/WA) Britt Kendall (AUS/SA)/Shelby Maher (AUS/WA)

3rd Casey Grice (AUS/WA)/Joshua Slack (AUS/SA) Melissa Kennedy (AUS/WA)/Jennifer Sadler (AUS/WA)

Max Guehrer (AUS/SA)/Zachery Schubert (AUS/SA) Taleah Atthowe (AUS/WA)/Tessa Anderson (AUS/WA)

AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS

MEN WOMEN

1st Damien Schumann (AUS/VIC)/Joshua Court (AUS) Mariafe Artacho Del Solar (AUS/NSW)/Nikki Laird (AUS/SA)

2nd Cole Durant (AUS/WA)/Casey Grice (AUS/SA) Michaela Vorlova (CZE)/Lucia Michalovicova (SVK)

3rd Bo Soderberg (AUS/SA)/Joshua Slack (AUS/SA) Christie Jenkins (AUS/VIC)/Brittany Tiegs (USA)

Chris McHugh (AUS/SA)/Isaac Kapa (AUS/QLD) Julia Tilley (NZL)/Shaunna Polley (NZL)

AUSTRALIAN TOUR FINALS

MEN WOMEN

1st Damien Schumann (AUS/VIC)/Joshua Court (AUS) Sarah Battaglene (AUS/NSW)/ Becchara Palmer (AUS/SA)

2nd Casey Grice (AUS/WA)/Bo Soderberg (AUS/SA) Christie Jenkins (AUS/VIC)/Brittany Tiegs (USA)

3rd Chris McHugh (AUS/SA)/Isaac Kapa (AUS/QLD) Michaela Vorlova (CZE)/Lucia Michalovicova (SVK)

Max Guehrer (AUS/SA)/Zachery Schubert (AUS/SA) Sabine Link (AUS/NSW)/Alexandra Friedrich (AUS/NSW)
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MAJOR EVENTS
FIVB CONTINENTAL CUP FINALS

The Great Barrier Reef Continental Cup was held in Cairns, Australia from the 24-26th June, 2016.  
The winners of this event directly qualified for the Rio Olympic Games.  By hosting this event, 
Australia was guaranteed participation at the event against 7 other Asian countries in each gender.

This event formed part of our High Performance plan to give Australia the best opportunity to qualify, 
it added to our commitment to bring the sport to regional Australia and it provided International 
exposure to our sport and partners with a focus on Asia.

Highlights

1. The event was delivered in a very limited timeframe due to external challenges.  Cairns Regional
 Council, Cairns Volleyball, Queensland Volleyball and Australian Volleyball along with the
 greater Volleyball and Cairns community was able to work together to deliver this event with  
 approximately 12 week’s preparation.
2. Australia qualified the 2nd women’s team to Rio through this event.  The “home ground advantage”  
 was a critical reasoning behind Volleyball Australia bidding to host this event which worked for  
 us.
3. Cairns was able to attract supporters from all over Asia to this event.  Expats living in Cairns,   
 backpackers and dedicated supports of the teams attended this event making it a very   
 culturally diverse stadium contributing to the exposure and atmosphere of the venue.
4 Many of the supporter, volunteers and staff of the event who were not previously involved in   
 the sport are now playing regularly or assisting in the management of Cairns Volleyball.  The  
 club saw a growth of over 5% within 1 month of the event and has retained this increase.
5. Volleyball Australia has committed to returning to Cairns for the next 3 years (2017, 2018 & 2019) to  
 deliver an Asian focused event.
6. Over 20 million people viewed this event via online or TV coverage either live or on replay across the  
 world with the major audience being China, Japan & Thailand.

Exposure Statistics

National TV Coverage:  SBS – Live coverage to over 150,000
    Multiple news stations covered the event including local and national  
    feed with multiple interview in the lead up to the event with athletes  
    and staff 
    Sunrise TV Show did all live weather crosses for Saturday the 25th June  
    from the event which are not included in the above numbers
International TV Coverage: CCTV (China) – Live coverage to over 5 million
    Fox Sports Asia (remainder of Asia) – Live coverage to over 12 million 
Delayed Replay:  National & International replay of the event within 1 week of   
    conclusion – 17 million 
Internet Live Stream: Volleyball Australia YouTube Channel – Live coverage to 75,000
Print & Online Media: There were a large number of media releases that were consistently  
    sent out from May through to July.  These releases went to local, state,  
    national and international media sources with 8 releases commenting  
    and promoting Cairns through the FIVB’s media sources.
Radio Coverage:  Star FM official Broadcaster of the event did live crosses and began  
    promotion 2 weeks prior to the event.
    Multiple interviews and promotional activity on local, national and   
    international radio stations including ABC

4
6

 | 
A

nn
ua

l R
ep

or
t



Men
Rk. Team    Country
1 Jefferson/Cherif  QAT
  Julio/Ahmed Tijan  QAT
2 Li/Li Zhuoxin   CHN
  HA Likejiang/Bao J.  CHN
3 Sidorenko/Dyachenko KAZ
  Kuleshov/Yakovlev  KAZ
4 Kapa/McHugh  AUS
  Schumann/Court  AUS
5 B. Salemi/R.Raoufi  IRI
  Kamal/A. Mirzaali  IRI
  Takahashi/Hasegawa JPN
  Shiratori/Ageba  JPN
  Watson/O’Dea  NZL
  Ben O’Dea/Lochead  NZL
  Candra/Fahri   INA
  Danang/Gilang  INA

Women
Rk. Team    Country
1 Artacho Del Solar/Laird AUS
  Palmer/Bell   AUS
2 Matauatu/Pata  VAN
  Joe/Toko   VAN
3 Xue/X. Y. Xia   CHN
  Chen Chunxia/Tang N. Y. CHN
4 Take/Mizoe   JPN
  Ishii/Murakami  JPN
5 Dhita/Putu   INA
  Desi/Yokebed  INA
  Mashkova/Tsimbalova KAZ
  Samalikova/Nikitina  KAZ
  Radarong/Udomchavee THA
  Numwong/Hongpak  THA
  Liu P. H./ Kou, Nai-Han TPE
  Chang, Y.C./WU S.F.  TPE

Event Statistics:
Teams & Numbers: Australia (16), China (16), Chinese Taipei (5), Japan (20), Indonesia (19), Iran (10),  
   Kazakhstan (12), New Zealand (4), Qatar (12), Thailand (7) & Vanuatu (6)
Competitor Numbers: 64 athletes
Support Numbers:  63 staff
Event Staff:   10 staff
Event Volunteers:  109 people
Officials:   5 International, 8 National, 6 Local
Friday Spectators:  1,500
Saturday Spectators:  2,500
International Attendance: ~200 people (athletes, support staff, event staff, officials & spectators)
Interstate Attendance: ~450 people (athletes, support staff, event staff, officials & spectators)
Intrastate Attendance: ~400 people (athletes, support staff, event staff, officials & spectators)
Local Attendance:  ~6,500 people (event staff, officials & spectators)

Sponsors & In Kind Supporters
Volleyball Australia would like to thank and recognises its event sponsors and partners for 
their continued support:  Helloworld, Mightymite, Bendon Lingerie, Hancock Prospecting, Geor-
gina Hope Foundation, Sunland Group, Project Clothing, Federation International de Volleyball 
(FIVB), Asian Volleyball Confederation (AVC), Mikasa, Volleyball Queensland, Cairns Regional Coun-
cil, Cairns Volleyball, Star FM, Stockland, Cairns Chamber of Commerce, AAB Office Equipment, 
Cairns Hardware, Rydges Esplanade, Subway Mulgrave Road, Apex Sunglasses, Expressway 
Signs, Divers Den, Sugarland Car Rentals, Telstra Business Centre, Final Touch Productions.  
APAC Sport Media was the official event photographer.

The Future
Volleyball Australia has committed to an event returning to Cairns for the next 3 years (2017, 2018 & 
2019) with a focus on the Asian market.  These events will be held in October of each year and will be 
linked to the already successful Queensland State Beach Volleyball Tour event held annually in Cairns.  

Planning has already started for October 2017 and beyond to build this event into a “festival”.  These 
plans include more community engagement activities, more promotion of the event and more signifi-
cant support internally and externally of the sport.

C:80 M:0 Y:60 K:0

C:0 M:95 Y:95 K:5

C:100 M:30 Y:0 K:0
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MAJOR EVENTS
FIVB WORLD LEAGUE Group 1

For the third year running Australia competed in and hosted the FIVB World League. Similar to 
2015, Australia was in Group 1 with a re-formed competition structure leading up to the Rio 2016 
Olympic Games. 

Volleyball Australia hosted Belgium, France and Italy at the Sydney Olympic Park Sports Centre on 
17-19 June. 

With 2016 being Australia’s second year in the Group 1 competition, the hosting requirements 
of the league as set out by the FIVB were increased. The implementation of the Hawkeye Video 
Challenge system, LED screens around the perimeter of the court and increase television production 
requirements were major components which added to the challenges and changes to the sport 
presentation aspect of the event from previous years. 

The event consisted of 2 matches per day over the 3 days of competition.
Friday 17th June  France vs Italy   2100 spectators
   Australia vs Belgium  2520 spectators

Saturday 18th June Belgium vs Italy   3000 spectators
   Australia vs France  4426 spectators

Sunday 19th June Belgium vs France  2000 spectators
   Australia vs Italy  2500 spectators

Results
Friday 17 June 2016
France v Italy                    3-0     (25-23, 25-22, 25-18)                   
Australia v Belgium          0-3    (27-29, 18-25, 22-25)                   
 
Saturday 18 June 2016
Belgium v Italy                   0-3    (15-25, 23-25, 21-25)                   
Australia v France             0-3    (14-25, 18-25, 21-25)                   
 
Sunday 19 June 2016
Belgium v France              3-2    (13-25, 26-24, 21-25, 25-18, 15-12)
Australia v Italy       0-3 (23-25, 23-25, 20-25)      
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Key Staff
National Organising Committee
President:                           Malcolm Borgeaud
Event Director:                 Verity Hanka
TV Production Manager:  Adam Kay
FIVB Supervisor:                Han Joo Eom (KOR)
FIVB TV Supervisor:          Jenni Reinhard (AUS)
FIVB Referee Delegate:  Jian Hui Sun (CHN)
FIVB Referees:                   Ibrahim Al Naama (QAT)
                                               Jiang Liu (CHN)
                                               Juraj Mokry (SLO)
                                               Nasr Shaaban (EGY)
Reserve Referee:              Phong Nguyen (AUS)
 
Other key staff members include:
DJ Tallie (Adam Thornley), Peter McConnon, Ross Solly, Gary Gilchrist, Constantina Ladas, Nam 
Pham, George Chalhoub, Borris Georgieff, and Kasia Stawski for their significant contribution to the 
event.
 
Sponsors:
Volleyball Australia would like to thank and recognises its event sponsors and partners for 
their continued support: Hancock Prospecting, Helloworld, Bendon Lingerie, Australian Sports 
Commission, Georgina Hope Foundation, Mightymite, Sunland Group, Gerflor, Mikasa, Project 
Clothing and Grandsport.
APAC Sport Media was the official photographer for the event.
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MAJOR EVENTS
FIVB GRAND PRIX Group 3

3 - 5 June 2016 | Bendigo, VIC
 
The 24th edition of the World Grand Prix (WGP) was hosted in Bendigo, Victoria and was the second 
WGP hosted in Australia since the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 

2016 welcomed 28 countries to participate in the WGP with Australia playing host to Australia 
(43rd world ranking), Colombia (30th world ranking), Croatia (18th world ranking) and Cuba (23rd 
world ranking) in the Group 3 Round 1. The event was run over three (3) days with four (6) matches 
played in total at the Bendigo Stadium.

The event was a great success with large local and interstate crowds coming to support the women’s 
international volleyball tournament that was hosted in Bendigo for the first time. 
 
Key Highlights
- Six FIVB officials were hosted by VA in Bendigo during the event and were accommodated  
  at the  Quest Bendigo Central.
-      Bendigo Council hosted a wonderful Mayors Welcome for all the teams, officials, VA staff,  
  Bendigo Volleyball Association (BVA) Staff and sponsors of the event.
-  Approximately 1500 spectators attended each match. Large numbers of Australian   
  supporters and fans travelled from interstate to support their teams. 
- Upon arrival at Melbourne Airport, the International teams were greeted by their team   
  liaisons who assisted them onto the bus and provided them with information on   
  their trip to Bendigo. 
-        The local volleyball community attended in great numbers and BVA greatly assisted in
   providing on the ground support with team liaisons, court managers, administrators,
  ball retrievers, moppers and operational crew. 
- BVA assisted in promoting the event by sending out electronic communication to all   
  volleyball members and further assisted by actively working with the Bendigo Council
  to mar ket the event locally. 
-       Local radio stations were used to promote the event in the week, large signs were put up in
  the Bendigo CBD, flyers were distributed and school promotions were offered.  
-       Ross Solly VA Media Manager sent out several press releases in the lead up to the event and
  covered all media during the tournament. 
-       Live TV broadcast of all matches on Fox Sports by AVE. 
-       All teams were accommodated at the Quest Bendigo Central, which was a apartment style  
  hotel which offered very large and modern rooms, fitted with kitchens, laundries and
  living/ dining facilities. The accommodation was only a short 10 minute drive from 
  the venue and located only a 5 minute walk to the dining facilities. 
-       Competition and training venues met all standards and were of good quality. 
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Results: 
Friday 3 June, 2016
Croatia v Cuba:   3-1 (25 - 17, 21 - 25, 25 - 17, 25 - 18)
Australia v Colombia:  0-3 (17 - 25, 13 - 25, 13 - 25) 

Saturday 4 June, 2016
Colombia v Croatia:   0-3 (20 - 25, 22 - 25, 17 - 25)
Australia v Cuba:   1-3 (22 - 25, 25 - 27, 25 - 18, 25 - 27) 

Sunday 5 June, 2016
Cuba v Colombia:   3-1 (21 - 25, 25 - 2-, 25- 27, 25 - 21)
Australia v Croatia:   0-3 (19 - 25, 17 - 25, 12 - 25) 

Key Staff
Volleyball Australia would like to thank the following key staff for the contribution during the WGP: 
National Organising Committee:
President:    Phil Muller 
Competition Director:  Kasia Stawski
TV Production Manager:  Greg Sita
FIVB Supervisor:   Allan Brodie (NZL)
FIVB Referee Delegate:  Jian Hui Sun (CHN)
FIVB Referees:     Ms. Irina Kabulbekova (KAZ)
    Ms. Yuka Kitamura (JAP)
    Mr. Viktor Koslovskyy (UKR)
    Mr. Fabian Carbajalmozzo (URU)
Reserve Referee:   Mr. Robert Szydlowski (AUS)
 
Other key staff members include: 
DJ Tallie, Peter McConnon, Ross Solly, Murray Mansfield, Julian Coburn, Leigh Gordon, John Sheen 
and Verity Hanka for the significant contribution to the event. 

Sponsors 
Volleyball Australia would like to thank and recognises its event sponsors and partners for 
their continued support: Helloworld, Hancock Prospecting, Bendon Lingerie, Australian Sports 
Commission, Mightymite, Georgina Hope Foundation, Sunland Group, Gerflor, Mikasa, Project 
Clothing and Grandsport.  APAC Sport Media was the official photographer for the event.  
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MAJOR EVENTS
AUSTRALIAN VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE

Australian Volleyball League (AVL) – www.avl.org.au 

The 2015 AVL introduced a new structure to the competition format. Competition equalisation was 
removed, the teams were separated into 2 separate conferences (East and South) and for the first 
time in its history, an international club from the Oceania pacific island region was included in the 
competition.
The season consisted of sixteen teams, 8 men and 8 women with 4 teams in each conference. 
The league was managed in a home and away format with 7 rounds qualifying 2 teams from each 
conference into the finals in Melbourne on 5-6 December. Thank you to all the host clubs and states 
as well as a big thank you to all referees and volunteers who helped throughout season.

The Results
Canberra Heat  pulled off a stunning upset to beat the Queensland Pirates 3-0 in the men’s Australian 
Volleyball League final in Melbourne.
And Victoria’s Uni Blues team survived a major scare to win their third women’s title.
The Pirates sorely missed star player, William Savea, who injured an ankle in Saturday’s semi-finals, 
but there could be no stopping the rampant Canberra Heat in the men’s final.
After taking the first set 25-22, the two teams locked into a desperate arm-wrestle in the second set, 
before Canberra finally fell over the line 39-37.
With exhaustion starting to take over, Canberra managed to hold their nerve to take out the third 
set 25-21.
The win brings to an end an extraordinary run by the Queensland Pirates, who were chasing their 
third consecutive national title and had been undefeated all season.
Adelaide beat Western Australia in the bronze medal match.

The Uni Blues started the shortest of short priced favourites to win the women’s final after completely 
dominating the 2015 season.
But the UTSSU team from Sydney had other ideas, and after taking the opening two sets 25-23, 25-
20, another major upset looked on the cards.
The Uni Blues rallied, taking the next two sets 25-21, 25-22 to force the match into a fifth set decider, 
before sealing their third title 15-10.
The bronze medal went to the Victorian Volleyball Association, who beat the Canberra Heat 3-0.

Final Standings

MEN 
1  Canberra Heat
2  QLD Pirates       
3  Adelaide Storm  
4  WA Hornets 
5  UTSSU  
6  VVA Vultures 
7  University Blues 
8  Oceania Orcas  

WOMEN
1  University Blues  
2  UTSSU       
3  VVA Vultures  
4  Canberra Heat   
5  QLD Pirates   
6  Oceania Orcas 
7  Adelaide Storm 
8  WA Pearls 
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FINAL RESULTS - WOMEN
Semi-Final: Uni Blues (1) def Canberra Heat (4)  3:0 (25-18, 25-13, 25-20)
Semi-Final: UTSSU (2) def VVA Vultures (3)  3:2 (22-25, 21-25, 25-17, 25-10, 15-10)
Bronze Medal: VVA Vultures def Canberra Heat  3:0 (25-22, 27-25, 25-14)
Gold Medal: Uni Blues def UTSSU    3:2 (23-25, 20-25, 25-21, 25-22, 15-10)

FINAL RESULTS - MEN
Semi-Final: Canberra Heat (3) def Adelaide Storm (2) 3:0 (25-20, 25-19, 25-14)
Semi-Final: QLD Pirates (1) def WA Hornets (4)  3:1 (25-16, 25-23, 20-25, 25-14)
Bronze Medal: Adelaide Storm def WA Hornets  3:2 (25-17, 25-21, 23-25, 21-25, 15-11)
Gold Medal: Canberra Heat def QLD Pirates  3:0 (25-22, 39-37, 25-21)
        

ALL STARS
Men      Women
• Rory Welsh (Adelaide Storm)  • Rebecca Walters (Uni Blues)
• Will Mercer (QLD Pirates)   • Shae Sloane (Uni Blues)
• Cooper Peacock (Adelaide Storm) • Kat Chen (Uni Blues)
• Travis Passier (Canberra Heat)  • Eliza Karly Hynes (Uni Blues)
• Shane Alexander (QLD Pirates)  • Jaimee-Lee Morrow  (Uni Blues)
• MVP: Shane Alexander (QLD Pirates) • MVP: Shae Sloane (Uni Blues)
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AUSTRALIAN JUNIOR
VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS

27 September - 3 October, 2015 | Canberra, ACT

The 2015 AJVC was a successful event hosted by Volleyball Australia with the support of Volleyball 
ACT.  The six (6) day event was located at the Australian Institute of Sport in Canberra and utilised 
four (4) courts in the AIS arena and two (2) Gerflor courts in the volleyball training centre. 
2015 was made up of only two (2) age groups U17 and U19, in both men and women, 43 teams 
participated with the state participation breakdown below: 
ACT 6 teams, NSW 6 teams, SA 6 teams, VIC, 6 teams, QLD, 8 teams, WA, 4, TAS 1 Team, NZ 6 teams. 

2015 was a transitional year for AJVC. A structure shift saw the movement from U17, U19 and U23 
age groups in 2014 to U17 Challenger, U17 Champions and U19 Champion divisions in 2015. 2016 
is expected to introduce U15, U17 and U19 age groups to showcase a truly junior championships. 
The event was promoted to the local volleyball community, with assistance from VA staff and 
VACT Staff throughout the event. Volleyball Queensland (VQ) also sent Damien Searle to gain an 
understanding as to how the event was organised, layout, venue requirements, administration, 
draw management, for the future of the AJVC in Queensland in 2016. 

Referees continued to attend the event for practical experience with the prospect of upgrades by 
the conclusion of the tournament.  

Many thanks and congratulations to the organisers of the event and to the host state VACT for 
their contribution, dedication and delivery of such a successful tournament. The key staff involved 
include: 
Volleyball Australia Supervisor Kasia Stawski 
Tournament Director  Chris Gates 
Field of Play Manager  Victor Amsteins
Draw & Results Manager  Verity Hanka 
Admin Manager   Linda McCoy 
Court Supervisors   Chloe Edwards, Lamin Koroma and Jacquie Marsh 
Referee Technical Delegate Julian Coburn 
Referee Delegates:    Dani Francis (WA), Shane Clouston (QLD), Michael Pitt (ACT), Bert
     Lukitsch (NT) and Tim Hull (NZ). 

Thank you to the following sponsors, suppliers and 
supporters of the 2015 event: Volleyball ACT, the 
Australian Sports Commission, Hancock Prospect, 
Bendon Lingerie,  Mikasa, Gerflor, Project Clothing, 
Australian Volleyball Warehouse and the AIS staff.
Australian Volleyball Warehouse - Official 
Merchandisers
Photomob - Tournament Photographers 
President Cup Winner: Queensland 
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7 - 10th April, 2016   |   Glenelg Beach, SA

The Junior Beach Championships were hosted by Volleyball Australia at Glenelg Beach, Adelaide. 
The event was moved from January to April which allows players to prepare all season for the 
tournament. Weather proved to be very favourable throughout the entire tournament, with limited 
winds and mid 20’s throughout.  

Divisions and Teams:  
2016 age groups and divisions: U15M, U15W, U17M, U17W, U19M, U19W, U23M, U23W.
106 teams participated with the state participation breakdown below: 
ACT 6 teams, NSW 15 teams, SA 30 teams, VIC 20 teams, QLD 18 teams, WA 16 teams and NT 2 team. 

Key Highlights: 
- U23 age division remained in the AJBVC to give more playing opportunities to that age group. 
- 14 courts were used across the four days of competition, with two main courts set up for  
 womens and  mens finals day to give it an exclusive feel. 
- Funtech net systems were installed this year for every court to ensure both professionalism  
 and safety were met for this event. Although this was an arduous installation process, the  
 final
 result was excellent and extremely well received by coaches, participants and officials alike. 
- Sponsor signage was visble throughout the entire tournament giving all courts a sense of  
 inclusivity.  
- Parents, friends and the public came out to support teams and states. 
- Fantastic closing ceremony with Mathieu Meriaux - CEO Volleyball Australia, Louise Bawden 
-  dual Olympian, Taliqua Clancy - junior world championship medallist, and the Captain of
  the National Indoor Mens Team - Tom Edgar. 

Key Staff: 
Tournament Director   Kasia Stawski
Administration and Results Manager Verity Hanka
Operations Managers   Wayne Collins 
Operational Assistant   Jonathan Dragt 

Referees:
The competition was officiated by duty teams as well as several referees that travelled to Adelaide 
to oversee the technical aspects of the tournament. 
Tech Delegates: Catriona Tweedie (VIC) and 
Referee Supervisors: Irene Alonso Cartier (WA), Natalia Krivongova (VIC), Toby de Broughe (QLD), 
Sam Delany (WA), Scott Kevill (ACT) and Christian Everart (ACT) and Tanya Treviliyan (QLD). 

Results: 
Age group gold medallists:
U15M - QLD U17M - QLD U19M - QLD U23M - QLD
U15W - QLD U17W - QLD U19W - VIC U23W - SA
Andy Burden Shield: 
1. QLD on 21 points (6 gold)   3. SA on 10 points (1 gold)
2. VIC on 12 points (1 gold)   4. WA on 5 points

Sponsors and Suppliers: 
Thank you to the following sponsors, suppliers and supporters of the 2016 event: Hancock Prospecting, 
Bendon Lingerie, Australian Sports Commission, Georgina Hope Foundation, Sunland Group, Project 
Clothing, Gerflor, Mikasa and Grandsport. Adam Romanowski was the official photographer for the 
event.  

AUSTRALIAN JUNIOR
BEACH VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS  7TH TO 10TH APR 2016 GLENELG BEACH 

AUSTRALIAN JUNIOR
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AUSTRALIAN
VOLLEYBALL SCHOOLS CUP

6 - 11 December 2015 | Melbourne, VIC 

The 32nd Australian Volleyball Schools Cup was one of the most successful events to date, with the 
highest level of participation. In 2015 Volleyball Australia focused on improving the presentation of 
the event, branding and marketability. Creating a consistent look and feel across all venues using 
event specific signage was very effective. 

Venues: Melbourne Sports & Aquatic Centre (MSAC), State Netball and Hockey Centre (SNHC), the 
State Volleyball Centre (SVC)

Three (3) venues were required this year as the SNHC was booked through until 9pm every night 
unlike in pervious years when it was restricted to 4pm. This reduced the travel requirements for 
teams and management staff. Teams from all states and territories (except Northern Territory) 
competed, as well as from New Zealand. Every year AVSC continues to grow with 2015 seeing 493 
teams. The two leading states for highest participation was Victoria and South Australia. 

Ceremonies
The opening ceremony was very successful with thousands of players filling the grandstand just to 
be part of the ceremony. This year to kick off the start of the ceremony, a t-shirt gun was shot into the 
crowd, shooting out event t-shirts and davenport clothing. A youth group provided entertainment 
by performing a few dance numbers to conclude the ceremony. Signage was revealed at the 
ceremony hanging a 10m long banner above the grandstands and a presentation was displayed 
on a huge screen showcasing pictures from 2014 events and upcoming event information.  VA 
organised for a local school girl who was participating in the event to sing the National Anthem 
which was a great highlight for the event as well. 

The closing ceremony was also very successful with this years ceremony remaining at the Ben 
Hardy Hall which proved to work very effectively. 

Entries and Results
The 2015 Champion School was Brighton Secondary School, who are the biggest rival with Heathfield 
who have taken out the title 16 times. Congratulations Brighton on taking out the title by only 15 
points! 

Schools per state
ACT NSW QLD SA TAS VIC WA NT OS Total
7 16 36 20 1 39 11 0 5 135

Teams per State 
ACT NSW QLD SA TAS VIC WA NT OS Total
16 46 91 133 3 153 44 0 7 493
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Sponsors and Suppliers:
Volleyball Australia would like to thank and recognises 
its event sponsors and partners for their continued 
support: the naming rights sponsor - Davenport, Hancock 
Prospecting, Australian Sports Commission, Georgina 
Hope Foundation, Sunland Group, Gerflor, Mikasa, Project 
Clothing and Grandsport.  Brandon Malone Photography 
was the official photographer for the event.
  

This event would not be possible without a number of 
key staff that put an enormous amount of hours into this 
event and without them AVSC would not have been the 
success that it was. A special mention to the tournament 
staff for a job well done: Kasia Stawski - Tournament 
Director, Peter McConnon - Competition Manager, 
Hellyn Saunders - Results Manager, Danielle Francis - 
Chief Referee, David Rosamilla - Assistant Chief Referee, 
Mark Moore & Daryl Selleck - Operations Managers, 
Linda McCoy, & Chloe Edwards, Verity Hanka - Volunteer 
Coordinator. 

School teachers and coaches play a vital role in the 
lead-up to AVSC making sure their players are qualified 
to officiate at this event. We understand the additional 
strain it puts on teachers who are organising teams to go 
away, but we thank you for your continued efforts to lift 
the standard of officiating at this tournament. 
Volleyball Australia acknowledges all those involved in 
getting the teams to Melbourne; participants, officials, 
school coordinators, teachers, parents and State 
Volleyball Associations.

Results and Awards  
Champion School    
1. Brighton Secondary School 
2. Heathfield High School 
3. Craigslea State High School 

30 years 
Renmark High School
Stuart Scott (Heathfield and Renmark)

25 years 
Mazenod College
Tony Parsons (Harristown)
Heidi Stanojevic (Renmark)
Brian Van Der Weide (Gladstone)

20 years 
Willunga High School
Dick Emery (Brighton)
Jeff Healey (Brighton)
John Griffen (Willunga, Victor Harbor)
Marina Pater (Renmark)

15 years 
Brisbane Grammer School
Heathdale
Lyneham High
Paralowie R12 School
Alex Hill (Brighton)
Alex Sands (Rossmoyne)
Angela Cash (Westminster)
Derek Slater (Paralowie, Stuart High 
School)
Daniel Clark (Renmark)

10 years 
Hamish Moore (Loxton)
Luke Campbell (Eltham)
Nicole Laighton (Greenwood College)
Jack Halley (Rossmoyne)
Kristen Robinson (Berwick)
Lewis McDonald (Unley)
Hannah Potter (Unley)
Jason Potts (Heathfield)
Henry Breen (Heathfield)
Amy Wood (Heathfield)
Ewan Thiele (Brisbane Grammar)
Sheena Peters (Heathfield & Adelaide)
Matthew Hodge (Adelaide High)
Heather Westwood (Adelaide High)
Wayne Lancaster (Hallet Cove School)
Dave Arthur (Tin Can Bay)
Jenna Nimmo (Reynella East College,Hallett 
Cove 
R12 and Seaford)
Lauren Shippey (Reynella East College & 
Brighton High School)
Jason Archer (Brighton)
Hayley Maslen (Brighton)
Neville Maslen (Brighton)

“The 32nd Australian Schools Cup was 
one of the most successful events to 

date.”
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INSIGHTS
COMMERCIAL REPORT

After finishing of a successful campaign of International events 
for 2016 which included the Volleyfest on Manly Beach, Men’s 
World league in Homebush, the World Grand Prix in Bendigo 
and 4 of our athletes competing at the Rio Olympics, the focus 
now shifts to the events of 2017 and the Commonwealth 
Games in 2018, with all commercial activity and pitches 
focusing around the 2017/18 events and the next 4 years to 
Tokyo 2020.

Volleyball Australia was very pleased with the success of the 
events of 2015/16 with record crowd attendance, broadcast 
partnerships, new partners and fans all witnessing some of 
the best beach and indoor Volleyball action in Australia for 
a very long time. We will continue to build on the success of 
our events and further develop the sport to maximise the 
opportunities on a national and state level.

Over the past 12 months a range of new commercial partners 
have joined Volleyball Australia including helloworld as the new 
naming rights partner for the next 4 years, existing partners 
Hancock Prospecting and Sunland have also recommitted 
their partnership with Volleyball Australia to 2020.

ROD HARYS
Chief Commercial
Officer

A successful audit was conducted across all supply arrangements with new supplier 
and corporate sales agreements in place with domestic and International airline 
carriers, ground transport and accommodation wholesalers, which incorporate 
all States and offer an attractive rebate system back to State Federations. 
 
With the announcement of the COE in Canberra for the Women’s Program Volleyball Australia 
is strategically making approaches to corporate businesses in the ACT and partnering with the 
Canberra Business Chamber.

Channel 7 has been confirmed as the free to air broadcast partner for the 2017 World Tour 
on Manly Beach with the finals matches televised live. Volleyball Australia is also working with 
Channel 7 on some exciting new content for our sport.

Pay TV network Fox Sports will also broadcast replays and Indoor content across the 2016/17 
calendar.

New / updated Volleyball Australia marketing material has been developed post RIO and the 
new Volleyball Australia website has gone live, creating a more modern, interactive look and 
feel, please visit: www.volleyballaustralia.org
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We hosted some exciting new events that included a networking function in December 2015 and a 
Rio farewell luncheon in July 2016 which had over 150 attend with some great live entertainment 
and a host of sporting personalities, athlete families, corporate partners, state representatives and 
VIPS. Volleyball Australia partner the Sydney Boulevard Hotel hosted the event in their 25th floor 
function room overlooking Sydney Harbour. The event received fantastic feedback and was a fitting 
send off for our Olympic athletes.

Current planning is underway for our 4 International events for 2017 (Volleyfest, Men’s WL, Men’s 
World Champs Qualification event, Women’s WGP). Venues around Australia are being explored to 
host the events and discussions are taking place with state governments.
Planning for the 2018 Commonwealth Games is also underway with sites being identified on the 
Gold Coast for a dedicated “Volleyball House” across the games period to host events, VIPS, families 
and State Federation guests.

2016 will finish with the Australian Volleyball Schools Cup in Melbourne with record registered 
participants and record number of Schools enrolled for 2016, this is great for our sport to get the 
growth year on year.

We are very excited to kick off 2017 with the State and National beach tours across Australia and 
look forward to working with you all in 2017.
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INSIGHTS
COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA REPORT

In 2015/16 we enjoyed unprecedented coverage in all forms of 
the media, thanks mainly to the build-up to the Rio Olympics and 
several world-class events staged in Australia.

However our failure to qualify either a men’s or women’s 
indoor team, or a men’s beach team, lessened the impact 
of our media strategy. But we did do well with our two 
women’s beach teams, and received outstanding coverage 
not only for our players, but also our sport and our sponsors. 
 
TRADITIONAL MEDIA
The Rio Olympics opened up lots of opportunities for our sport, 
and we worked hard to make sure we capitalised. Television, 
newspaper and radio all showed enthusiasm and interest in 
both our beach and indoor teams, and most major news outlets 
appointed ‘volleyball reporters’.

ROSS SOLLY
MEDIA MANAGER

Where possible we encouraged these reporters to visit our sport, to meet our athletes, and to 
talk to coaches, so they could get a thorough understanding of beach and indoor volleyball.

Our challenge is to now keep those reporters, and their news outlets, involved and interested in 
our sports. The early indications have been good, with many of the reporters expressing surprise 
at how much they enjoyed watching volleyball, both beach and indoor.

Special mention needs to be made of our players and coaches, who were incredibly accommodating 
when possible. A considerable burden was placed on them to be the ambassadors for our sport.

The downgrading of our summer beach volleyball tour provided new challenges, and we struggled 
initially to achieve the level of media interest that we achieved with the national tour in previous 
years.

Obviously state volleyball associations do not have the budgets to run major media strategies, 
so much of the coverage was undertaken remotely. However we did receive a boost through 
the winning form of Joshua Court and Damien Schumann, which attracted some good media 
coverage.

The introduction of Volleyfest was a tremendous boon for beach volleyball, with three quality 
tournaments attracting outstanding media coverage.

During Volleyfest, Volleyball Australia engaged the services of Sydney PR specialist, Anna Wallin, 
who had previously worked with the NRL. Anna worked hard during Volleyfest, opening up new 
media opportunities and introducing new ideas.

Highlights during Volleyfest included live coverage of the Asian Championship finals on the Seven 
Network, live crosses on Seven’s Sunrise program, and quality coverage in national and local 
newspapers.

Volleyball Australia once again hosted rounds of both the men’s World League (Sydney) and the 
women’s World Grand Prix (Bendigo). Unfortunately, with both teams failing to make the Olympics, 
and these events being conducted on the eve of the Games, media interest was diminished. 
However we received good exposure through live and delayed coverage on Fox Sports, and local 
media in both Sydney and Bendigo were very supportive.6
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SOCIAL MEDIA
In 2015/16 we continued to build on the strong social media platforms we had put in place 12 
months earlier, especially Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. Our numbers, especially for 
Facebook, continue to grow strongly.

In 2016/17 we will look at building our Instagram presence, as this is now a more popular social 
media site, especially among younger people. Traffic numbers across the board compare very 
favourably alongside sports of a similar size, and also among several ‘higher profile’ sports like 
basketball and athletics

Our webpage underwent several changes in 2015/16, and new websites were created for different 
events. While traffic to these websites was consistent, in 2016/17 we will work to better co-ordinate 
the different pages and make it easier to find information.

We have lifted our profile considerably on the FIVB and the AVC webpages, and will continue to build 
on that presence in 2016/17. We also made our presence felt on the Australian Olympic Committee 
media outlets, where beach volleyballers Louise Bawden and Taliqua Clancy in particular were very 
popular.

THE YEAR AHEAD
The start of a new Olympic cycle gives us a chance to start afresh with our media strategy. We will 
look in the next 12 months at identifying our potential Tokyo Olympians, and build on their profiles 
early. With new coaches coming into both the beach and indoor programs we will need to ensure 
they are on board with our long-term media strategy.

The inclusion of beach volleyball on the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games program will 
also open doors for us. Australia will be strong medal prospects in both the men’s and women’s 
competition, and we need to make sure we market our ‘heroes’ in the lead-up.

Australia looks set to once again host major events in the next 12 months, including a round of 
the beach volleyball World Tour, and possibly finals in both the men’s World League and women’s 
World Grand Prix indoor volleyball.

We have shown in the past we can use these events to bring volleyball, beach and indoor, into the 
mainstream media. Building on what we have learned previously, we have the mechanisms and 
expertise in place to capitalise on these fantastic opportunities.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Volleyball Australia once again engaged the services of Owen Hammond from APAC Sport Media for 
the indoor and beach seasons. Owen’s work was, once again, of an extremely high standard and he 
has worked hard to build up his working relationship with players, coaches and staff.
Media have also appreciated having access to top-class photographs.

LIVE STREAMING
This year Volleyball Australia live streamed several of its major beach and indoor events on the VA 
YouTube site. The response was extremely favourable, and we will look to build on this over the 
next 12 months.

Live streaming can be quite labour-intensive, but the players have shown a willingness to help out 
with live commentary which has gone over well with the viewing public.

We will look at better marketing our live stream events in 2016/17, and to make the productions 
slicker and more viewer friendly.
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VOLLEYBALL ACT

2015 has been a great year for 
Volleyball ACT; the 50th Annual Good 
Neighbour Tournament attracted 
120 teams across 11 divisions. 
This event is the largest and most 
enduring of any club tournament 
in Australia and it continues to 
attract entries from most states and 
territories as well as from overseas. 
On the 25th November 2015 the 
Lyneham Precinct Beach Facility 
was officially opened, this ended a 
4 year project of feasibility studies, 
ACT Government negotiations, 
retrospective planning and 
construction delivery. VACT now 
has an asset in which it can build 
a solid Beach Volleyball program 
of competitions and events in the 
coming years.

International Volleyball was again 
held in Canberra in 2015. The FIVB 
World Grand Prix Group 3 finals 
games were held on 11 – 12 July 
2015 at the AIS. Approximately 
1000  people attended the matches 
over the weekend. Many VACT 
officials and volunteers assisted 
Volleyball Australia with the running 
of the event, and gained valuable 

experience as a result of having 
been exposed to such a high level 
event.

2015- 2016 also saw ACT host 
the National Junior Volleyball 
Championships.  This event was an 
excellent showcase for our city and 
the professionalism and enthusiasm 
of our athletes,  volunteers and 
staff.  For the first time this event 
included the option for an Under 
15’s division and ACT was proud to 
enter both boys and girls Under 15 
teams.

Volleyball ACT is extremely pleased 
to be the only Australian Volleyball 
League club to have both their men’s 
and women’s team in the finals 
series, and our Canberra Heat Men 
secured the national championship 
again in a straight sets win against 
the Pirates from Brisbane.

The Canberra premier competition, 
Capital Volleyball League was 
moved from  a Wednesday night 
to Sunday’s for the 2016 season 
providing a big stride forward in 
local club volleyball. 

Key Achievements:

- ACT junior players who have 
represented Australia  in various 
junior competitions this year 
include: Holly Mallet, Jamie 
Clayden, Emily Larkin, Matisse Sipa 
Borgeaud, Charli Di Maria, Jordan 
Power, Simon Hone, Jack Halley, 
Alex Southwell

- ACT player Danusia Sipa Borgeaud 
represented the Australian Senior 
Women’s team at the World Grand 
Prix, Bendigo June 3-5, 2016. 

- ACT player  Simon Hone 
represented Australia at the Asian 
Volleyball Cup in Thailand. 

- ACT Coaches – Ben Hardy,  Les 
Young, Andre Borgeaud, Russel 
Borgeaud, Myles Roantree, Nat 
Frostick, Hugh Nguyen and Sue 
Jenkins coached various Australian 
junior and senior teams as Head 
and assistant coaches

- Inducted Phil Borgeaud  as our 
fifth life member 
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VOLLEYBALL NSW

Board

Deborah Chung (President) 
• Keith Suckling (Vice President 
• Victor Jiang (Treasurer) 
• Stuart Mackay (Secretary) 
• Briianka Nest 
• Sean Thorpe 
• Ivy Hornibrook 
• Antony Rowda 
• Douglas Skinner

Staff

• Nam Pham, General Manager 
• Constantina Ladas, Events and     
 Development Officer 
• Jason Laffer, Administration   
   Assistant

Highlights of 2015/2016

• Increased participation with record 
numbers in State Cups Series (202 
Entries), School Cup Series  (250 
Entries) and Sydney Volleyball 
League (70 Teams).

• A New 2 day NSW U15’s State 
Championships was held at the 
Sydney Academy of Sport in the 
April School Holidays. It included 5 
regional representative teams for 
boys and girls and formed the base 

of the u15 trials for the State Team.   
• Improved performance at AJVC 
with U17 Boys Championship 
Division and U17 Boys Challenger 
Division winning Bronze Medals. 
Congratulations to Peter Fountotos 
for receiving All Star Awards. 
Congratulations to Sam Chung 
for receiving the referee’s award. 
• NSW Juniors Mikaela Stevens, 
Bridget O’Malley, Kateia Barenaba, 
Harriet Gillson, Laura Marshall, 
Brigitte Vanderham, Sophie Palmer, 
Angelina Smerdely, Alex Molloy, Izac 
Carracher, Arash Dosanjh, Keiran 
Ackhurst and Peter Fountotos 
represented Australia in various 
junior international competitions. 
• The creation of the Beach 
Volleyball Subcommittee to bring 
together representatives from the 
beaches in NSW to work together 
to promote beach volleyball. 
This committee was the key to 
delivering improved services to 
NSW beach volleyball members.  
• New Beach Volleyball Initiatives 
implemented, Centre of Excellence, 
Junior Beach Volleyball Series, 
Beach Volleyball Coaching Course, 
Beach Volleyball Officials Course, 

NSW Beach Volleyball Open . 
• The first to implement the VA 
National Beach Volleyball Network 
Centre of Excellence Program 
• Partnership with NSW Netball to 
provide a new 9 Court Venue at Netball 
Central, which is now the adoptive 
home of State Volleyball NSW. 
• SVNSW once again supported 
the UTS/Sydney University (UTSSU) 
team in the Australian Volleyball 
League (AVL).

Upcoming Projects

• Launch of an official NSW State 
Beach Volleyball Tour- Inducted Phil 
Borgeaud  as our fifth life member

• Installation of a 4 new indoor courts 
at Valentines Sport Park, Glenwood 
to cater for future volleyball camps.  
Discussion of possibly 6 beach 
volleyball courts to be installed at 
the venue in the future.

• Launch of online registration 
system in April 2017

• Implementation of NSW Junior 
Elite Development Program
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VOLLEYBALL NT

Overall Summary

The Volleyball NT Board for 
2015/2016 included: Stuart Smith 
(Chair), Luke Seib (Vice Chair), 
Anne Chadwick (Secretary), Min 
Ai Chu (Treasurer), Scott Petschel 
(Beach Volleyball Coordinator), 
Glenn Novelly (Darwin Volleyball 
Association), Cindy Haddow 
(Katherine Volleyball Club), 
Sally Caraher (Gove Volleyball 
Association), Brandi Larmon 
(Central Australia Volleyball 
Association), Bert Lukitsch 
(Coaching and Officiating), Anthony 
Farrow (Marketing). Anne Chadwick 
also worked part time as an 
administrator. Volleyball continued 
to be played across the Territory, 
and the work of VNT was focused 
on implementing the strategic plan 
developed in the previous period. 
The four pillars of the plan are 
Strong Foundations, Participation 
and Pathways, Quality Events and 
Contemporary Profile.

Key Achievements and Highlights 
of 2015/2016:

At the strategic planning weekend, 
it was agreed that holding a NT 
Volleyball Championship for both 
indoor and beach was the top 
priority for the 2015-2016 period. 
These events turned out to be very 
successful, the indoor event held 
over the Queens Birthday long 
weekend in June, and the beach 
event on the 18th August. These 
events are important to give players 
a focus and to give an opportunity 
for volleyballers to meet in the 
Territory, a place that is constrained 
by huge and expensive distances 
between population centres. 

VNT continued to work in remote 
centres in Arnhem Land, with Luke 
Seib travelling to deliver two and 
one week programs in Galiwinku 
and Maningrida respectively. 
This follows on from his work 
in Milingimbi last year after the 
devastation of Cyclones Nathan 
and Lam. The Yolgnu people have 
shown quite a talent for volleyball, 
beating 30 other teams in an annual 
beach competition held at Middle 

Beach, Gove, in August. 

Development of coaches and 
referees was encouraged through 
the year, a level 3 course conducted 
by Dan Higgins for the first time 
in the NT (Darwin), with Mike 
Fitzpatrick also conducting a referee 
course in Gove. The Volleyball 
Australia Rising Stars program also 
came to Darwin, with some of our 
athletes being invited to a junior 
camp “down South”. 

Current Trends

- New NT Government commitment 
to bring back the Arafura Games

- invited to visit East Timor’s National 
Competition 

- invited to participate in beach 
volleyball at the BIMP – EAGA 
Friendship Games in East 
Kalimantan in December

- NT Indoor Beach centres are 
performing strongly in Darwin, 
Palmerston and Alice Springs. 

- receiving more appeals for 
assistance in running programs in 
remote communities. 
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VOLLEYBALL QLD

Volleyball Queensland Board of 
Management 
President – Boris Georgieff 
Vice President – Terry Rudder 
Board members – Russell Egan, 
Kevin Howard, Adam Pollock, Greg 
Potter, Rhiannon Tooker, Brenden 
Turner.

Staff: 
General Manager – Jon Gibbs 
Events Coordinator – Damien 
Searle 
Member Services Coordinator – 
Tyler Hayes (to Dec 2015), Patti 
McIntosh (P/T from Jan 2016) 
Book-keeper – Susan McQuinn 
Administration & Support Officers 
– Victoria Cameron, Jill Kelly, Dave 
Kelly

Overall Summary 
Volleyball Queensland’s (VQ) club 
network grew to 19 affiliates 
this year and the average club 
membership grew 38% to 127 
members. VQ’s overall membership 
achieved 20.7% annual growth 
to an all-time record of 7579 
members at 30 June 2016. This 
followed continued growth in 
all our major tournaments and 

competitions in 2015/16 and the 
introduction of on-line membership 
and entries to selected activities 
and events.

Key Achievements: 
- Queensland Schools Cup grew to 
a record 436 team entries in 2015. 
- In national championships, 
Queensland won its 3rd 
consecutive AJVC President’s 
Cup in Sept 2015 as the overall 
champion state in junior volleyball 
and retained AJBVC’s Andy Burdin 
Shield as the overall champion 
state in junior beach volleyball. 
In the 2015 AVL competition, our 
men’s team won silver and our 
women’s team finished 5th.

Highlights of 2015/2016: 
Our Queensland Schools Cup 
tournament series expanded to 
five tournaments in 2016 with 
the introduction of Intermediate 
Schools Cup and achieved record 
combined entries. School Year 4 
was introduced into our Primary 
Schools Cup in August 2015 
and then Year 7 competitions 
commenced in Junior Schools Cup 
in October 2015 due to transition 

of Year 7 into all Queensland high 
schools that year.

Current Trends: 
VQ membership continues its 
upward trajectory since 2007/8 to 
new records.

Queensland Schools Cup will 
continue growing through to 2020 
due to new major facilities coming 
on-line and growth & consolidation 
of high school student enrolments.

Upcoming Projects: 
New indoor stadiums are being 
built on the Gold Coast for the 2018 
Commonwealth Games and these 
will be configured for national 
competition-level volleyball. There 
will be 23 new volleyball courts 
opening in 2016/17 at two sites - 8 
courts at Coomera Indoor Sports 
Centre (opening August 2016) and 
a massive 15 courts at Gold Coast 
Sports & Leisure Centre at Carrara 
(opening March 2017). These new 
venues will transform VQ’s major 
events including its Queensland 
Schools Cups, State Championships 
and hosting the Australian Junior 
Volleyball Championships 2016-18.
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VOLLEYBALL SA

Overall Summary 
Volleyball SA delivered another 
strong performance for the 2015-16 
financial year with over $38k profit 
and a 21.41% growth of membership 
sign-ups, predominantly  in the 
recreational competitions and 
junior events. This improvement 
of membership tracking as well 
as growth of new members has 
enabled better cross promotion of 
events and competitions across the 
membership base. 

The staff of Volleyball SA continue 
to provide excellent service to 
our members and the Regional 
Reconnect program has allowed 
us to visit some Regional areas for 
the first time in years and have 
resulted in key areas like  Riverland 
Association re-affiliating with 
Volleyball SA. The Volleyball SA 
Academy has continued to flourish 
building skills in both athletes and 
emerging coaches and the links 
to the VSA State Team program 
are becoming stronger resulting 
in better prepared athletes 
for National and International 
Competitions. 

A tragic accident saw the passing 
of Georgie Rowe a much loved 
member of Volleyball SA, Mt Lofty 
Volleyball Club  and former student 
of Heathfield High which rocked 

our community. The strength, 
compassion and support offered 
by our members and Volleyball 
SA to each other at this time was 
outstanding and a true picture of 
the community we are building. 
Volleyball Australia also are to be 
thanked for their acknowledgement 
of Georgie at the World League 
games and their memory video 
package to the family. Whilst it is 
true that most still feel the pain 
(and will always), the family were 
touched to learn at the VSA annual 
dinner, that the VSA annual rookie 
award will hereafter be known as 
the Georgie Rowe Rising Star award. 

With  the introduction of a specific 
Event Manager role, the VSA 
events portfolio has taken on a 
new professionalism and resulted 
in improved customer satisfaction 
and entry levels. 

Key Achievements:
• A  second year of solid profit 
($38,405)

• A significant 21.41% increase in 
membership tracking and growth

•  Adopted a new constitution 
aligned with ASC requirements

• New VSA Strategic Plan created 
with contributions from affiliated 
clubs/associations attending the 
Strategic Planning Conference

• Staffing retention in VSA office 
allowing year on year performance 
improvements

• Breast Cancer Charity Round – 
donated  $2800 through fundraising 
to Breast Cancer Network Australia 
with one club playing in pink 
uniforms in honour of the occasion

• Finals  round appearance by 
Adelaide Storm men’s AVL team 

• Solid  performances by state 
juniors on the beach and indoor

• Achieved the third of our eight 
metropolitan  club implementing 
their own Spikezone competition 
as part of our Participation growth 
strategy

• Continued high rate of meeting 
requirements requests from 
Sporting Schools program
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VOLLEYBALL TAS

Overall Summary 

The volunteer committee charged 
with leading the development and 
succession planning for volleyball in 
Tasmania has retained experience 
this year, while also gaining three 
new officers in the areas of finance, 
refereeing and beach volleyball.

The development of the Tasmanian 
Volleyball Academy continues 
to be a high priority and focus, 
introducing many new students to 
volleyball and AVSC in 2015-16. 

For the first time in almost 10 
years, Tasmania was represented 
at the Australian Junior Volleyball 
Championships. The under 19 
women’s team competed in 2015, 
with great support  from some 
senior coaches and several parents, 
enjoyed an amazing experience 
that we hope carries forward their 
enthusiasm for many years to come. 
We also managed to get some good 
local media coverage on television 
and newspapers in the lead-up to 
the event.

Hobart local competitions expanded 
to a new venue and day in 2016, 

now providing regular volleyball 
competition and training/coaching 
opportunities  for six out of seven 
days each week. Competitions in 
Launceston and Burnie continue on 
a weekly basis.

State League competition again 
provided an opportunity for 
each region in Tasmania to be 
represented at state wide level. 
Although the north-west did not 
enter their own team this year, 
some of its members did participate 
in other teams from the north 
and south. The regional volleyball 
communities continue to grow 
together though events such as 
state league, Tas Masters and Open 
tournaments.

Key Achievements:
• Expansion of boys’ program at the 
Tas Volleyball Academy

• Continuation of school outreach 
programs

• Representation at interstate 
competitions, including AJVC, AVSC 
and Masters

• State wide participation at all open 
events

Current Trends:

Membership remains constant, 
with focus on more regular junior 
involvement and the development 
of possible volleyball programs 
in new centres. School support of 
our secondary competitions has 
grown, although still limited by their 
staff’s availability outside their own 
campus.

Upcoming projects:
1. Expansion of management 
team for the Tasmanian Volleyball 
Academy

2. Consideration to hosting 
more national events (e.g. AVL, 
invitational)

3 . Developing boys’ teams for 
national events
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VOLLEYBALL VIC

Board:
Honorary  Officer - President: Senator, 
The Honourable Stephen Conroy 
Honorary Officer – Director: 
Alan Hinchley, Brendan 
Fleiter, Elizabeth Tupper 
Directors: Elizabeth Tupper, Luke 
Campbell, Paul Freckleton, Ian 
Jenkins, Grant Hyde, Cori Wilder, 
Lyndall Hunter 

Staff: Geoff Rietschel, General 
Manager.  Lina Monaco, Accounts & 
Office Manager, Ash Camac, Events 
& Competitions Coordinator.  Heidi 
Smith, Media, Communications, & 
Sponsorship Coordinator. Rebecca 
Walter, Development Officer and 
State Team Program Manager, 
Emmeline Ashley, Development 
Support

Overall Summary
Volleyball Victoria Inc (VVI) has 
enjoyed a successful 2015-16, with 
the period bridging a period of 
growth in 2015 and 2016 calendar 
years; the major contributors 
being an increase in participation, 
including in our major events  such 
as the Schools Cup - Three Day 
event, Victoria Open-Mornington 
Championships, and Volleyball 
Victoria State League.  In addition, 
membership continues to grow and 
in 2015-16 we reported over 4,000 
individual members to Volleyball 

Australia.

In  November we undertook 
significant advocacy to realise 
additional teams to be reinstated 
in the Australian Junior Volleyball 
Championships (AJVC).  Through 
these efforts, VVI has a much 
broader scope to enter teams in the 
2016 AJVC.

In  July, the Australian Sport 
Commission commenced the 
Sporting Schools initiative. VVI took 
the lead nationally in establishing 
a model in response to Sporting 
Schools that will secure direct 
investment in affiliates and 
participating States.  

Key Achievements:
• 15% membership growth for the 
VA financial year from 3,853 to 4,423 
realised through ongoing growth of 
competitions and events

• Sporting Schools has provided a 
significant opportunity to expand 
the reach of VVI and create far 
greater opportunities for student 
engagement than was otherwise 
within the organisation’s capacity

Events:
• State League 2015 Champion Club 
– Monash University Volleyball Club 

• Schools Cup - Three Day event 
continued growth and high 

participant satisfaction

• Schools Cup - One Day event 
continued growth and high 
participant satisfaction

• AJVC – Five medals, including two 
gold, two silver, and one bronze, 
third place in President’s Cup

• AJBVC – Five medals: two gold, 
one silver, and two bronze medals, 
second place in Andy Burdin Shield 

• AVL – Success for defending 
champions Uni Blues’ Women 
completing a second defence and 
third consecutive title, while VVA 
Vultures’ Women finished third

• Hosted in camp Women’s 
Volleyroos, Croatia, New Zealand, 
and University of New Mexico in 
preparation of the FIVB Women’s 
World Grand Prix, including two 
fundraising matches that resulted 
in excess of $6,700 donation to the 
Women’s Volleyroos

• Strategic Plan – continued 
successful implementation of three-
year plan from 2015-17

Other
• VVI Distinguished Service 
Award to Brian Neal
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VOLLEYBALL WA

Overall Summary

The last twelve months have seen 
a continuation of the building and 
change management process, 
building on the strategic directives 
and goals of the association.  This 
in particular has been based 
around the implementation of a 
Risk Management Strategy and 
associated systems, continued 
implementation and development 
of CRM and a comprehensive review 
of financial processes and reporting 
structures.

VWA would also like to acknowledge 
our new Life Members: Kieran 
Cranley, Dixie Hyatt and Yoshi 
Sawada.  We would also like to 
acknowledge and thank our major 
partners Healthway and their 
Alcohol.Think Again message, 
the  Department of Sport and 
Recreation, Fortix, hit92.9 and 
Sunday Times / Perth Now.

Key Achievements:

• Recruitment of new  Board 
Members with specific skillsets, in 
particular bringing strong financial 
acumen to the board. 

• Completion and acceptance of 
the VWA Constitution at the VWA 

Special General Meeting held on the 
19 September 2015. 

• Completion and endorsement 
of the extensive and thorough 
VWA Risk Management Policy and 
Strategy. 

• The ongoing Memorandum of 
Understanding  with the Indoor 
Beach Federation (IBF). 

• The receipt of a Country Sport 
Enrichment Scheme grant ($30,000) 
from the Department of Sport and 
Recreation to host a round of the 
Australian Volleyball League (AVL) in 
Albany. A special thanks to Albany 
Volleyball Association for supporting 
this extremely successful event. 

• The inaugural Fortix Volleyball 
Challenge held in November 
2015. Over 20  corporate teams 
participated including VWA sponsor 
hit92.9. 

• The receipt of an Participation 
and Inclusion Grant  ($100,000 over 
two years) from the  Department of 
Sport and Recreation  for project 
relating the delivery of CaLD for 
specifically targeted  community 
groups.

Current Trends: 
• Continued increased participation 
rates from school aged participants 
and CaLD  groups in all codes of 
volleyball – beach, indoor and 
indoor beach. 
• Continual increases in regards 
to communication  strategies 
pertaining to social media. 
• New affiliation of two new 
metropolitan clubs and two 
regional associations.

Upcoming Projects: 
1. Continued implementation 
and development of CRM and 
the related technology solutions 
package.

2. Review and development of the 
VWA  Marketing,  Communication 
and Engagement Strategy.

3. Development  of a VWA 
participation framework.

4. Roll out  of a pilot leadership 
program.

5. Hosting of key events in regional 
Western Australia with AVL in 
Albany and Beach Tour events in 
Bunbury, Busselton and Esperance.

6. Hosting of AJBVC at Scarborough, 
Perth in April 2017.
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YOU’RE IN GOOD COMPANY AT
VOLLEYBALL AUSTRALIA
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THANKS TO OUR PATRON
Mrs Gina Rinehart
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Volleyball Australia  
Leverrier Street  |  Bruce ACT 2617
PO Box 176 | Belconnen ACT 2617
P. +61 (2) 6214 3502  
W. www.volleyballaustralia.org


