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AFFILIATIONS 

The Australian Volleyball Federation is recognised as the national controlling body for volleyball in Australia. The 

Federation is affiliated to the International Volleyball Federation (FIVB), the Asian Volleyball Confederation 

(AVC) and the Australian Olympic Committee (AOC).  

The Australian Volleyball Federation would like to thank its Supporters and Sponsors for their continued assis-

tance in the development of Volleyball: 

VOLLEYBALL AUSTRALIA 

The Federation is recognised by and receives significant support from the Australian Sports Commission (ASC). 

AFFILIATES 

 

PRINCIPLE PARTNER 

SUPPORTERS AND SPONSORS 
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MESSAGE FROM THE AUSTRALIAN SPORTS 

COMMISSION 
Australia, for its small population and remoteness of 
location, continues to confound the world with its 
achievements on the international sporting stage.  
This position has been reached by the development of 
a comprehensive and effective national sport system 
that encourages sport and physical activity for all Aus-
tralians and creates opportunities to enable those who 
are talented and motivated to reach their potential.  
This system has evolved with the strong support of 
the Australian Government, State/Territory and local 
governments, the private sector and sporting organi-
sations at all levels. 

At the national level, primary responsibility for devel-
oping and directing sport lies with national sporting 
organisations.  On behalf of the Australian Govern-
ment, the Australian Sports Commission plays central 
leadership, co-ordination, funding and advocacy roles 
in the operation of the Australian sport system, largely 
through the national sporting organisations.  Indeed 
the Australian Government, through the Commission, 
is the major investor in Australian sport. 
 
In 2006/07, the Australian Government, through the 
Commission, provided the Australian Volleyball Fed-
eration with funding of approximately $1.4 million for 
the development of the sport and its continued en-
hancement at the grass-root and elite levels.  Addi-
tionally in 2006/07, the Commission allocated in ex-
cess of $1.4 million across the men’s indoor and the 
men’s and women’s beach volleyball Australian Insti-
tute of Sport programs.  
 
The Australian Sports Commission recognises that 
the Federation has continued to drive a number of 
very worthwhile programs such as Spikezone to build 
the participation base of its Member Associations. 
 
On behalf of the Commission, I look forward to work-
ing with the Australian Volleyball Federation in future 
for the betterment of Australian sport. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark A Peters 
Chief Executive Officer 
Australian Sports Commission 
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The Australian Volleyball Federation is the peak body for the administration of the sport of volleyball 
in Australia. The objects for which the Federation is established and maintained are to: 

• conduct, encourage, promote, advance, standardise, control and administer all forms of the sport 
of volleyball in and throughout Australia as a human endeavour; 

• provide for the conduct, encouragement, promotion and administration of the sport of volleyball 
through and by various Member States or other organisations for the mutual and collective bene-
fit of the Members and the sport of volleyball; 

• act in good faith and loyalty to ensure the maintenance and enhancement of the Federation and 
volleyball, its standards, quality and reputation for the collective and mutual benefit of the Mem-
bers and the sport of volleyball; 

• at all times operate with, and promote, mutual trust and confidence between the Federation and 
the Members in pursuit of these objects; 

• at all times to act on behalf of, and in the interests of, the Members and the sport of volleyball; 

• promote the economic and sporting success, strength and stability of the Federation and each 
Member State and to act interdependently with each Member State in pursuit of these objects. 

FEDERATION OBJECTIVES 

KEY MOMENTS IN 2006 
Key Moment 
 
• Gold at the U19 Women’s Beach Volleyball World Championships on 27th August 2006 
 
• Gold for Cook Barnett at SWATCH-FIVB World Tour in Korea on 3rd June 2007 
 
• Participation in the FIVB Men’s World Championships in Japan from 17th to 22nd Novem-
ber 2006, Australia’s third successive participation at this event 

 
• Engagement of additional AVF staff, including Women’s National Technical Director 
 
• Appointment of Australian representatives on the FIVB Legal Commission and Finance 
Commission respectively; 

 
• Revamped AVL – Women’s Series in response to the National Event Review, undertaken 
by Jenny Becker; 

 
• Introduction of Web 2.0 web presence for the AVL – Women’s Series 
 
• Awarding of Scholarships as part of the ASC’s National Officiating Scholarship Program  
(2 awarded) and National Coaching Scholarship Program 

 
• Re-invigoration of the National Women’s Volleyball program;  
 
• Announcement of the hosting of the SWATCH-FIVB World Tour in Adelaide following the 
securing of a long-term financial contribution from the SA Government 

 
• The enhanced financial position of the AVF  
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FEDERATION DIRECTORY 
CO-PATRONS 
His Excellency Major General Michael Jeffery AC CVO MC (Retd), Governor-General,  

Commonwealth of Australia;  and Her Excellency Mrs. Marlena Jeffery  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Hon. Chris Schacht President 

Gary Gilchrist  Vice President 

Riad Tayeh  Director (Finance) 

Tony Sprlyan  Director 

Kevin Dobson  Director 

Cameron Olson Director (to 14/10/06) 

Rosemary Bissett Director (from 14/10/06) 

Andrew Scotford Chief Executive Officer and  

   Secretary General Director 

   (ex officio) to 8/6/2007 

 

COMMISSIONS 
EXECUTIVE COMMISSION 

PRESIDENT’S COMMISSION 

Holly Richardson 

Bob Konakoff 

Mark Waterhouse 

Amanda Fielding 

Paul Finn 

Tim Medwin 

Terry Jones 

Gavin Lewis 

VACT 

SVNSW 

VNT 

VQ 

VSA 

VTI 

VVI 

VWA 

  

Phil Borgeaud 

Edi Vukosa 

Mark Waterhouse 

Boris Georgieff 

Jitendra Ragunath 

Tim Medwin 

Sen. Stephen Conroy 

Mandy Coombes 

Candice Stanley  

VACT 

SVNSW 

VNT 

VQ 

VSA 

VTI 

VVI 

VWA (to March 07 

 VWA (from March 07) 

AVRC EXECUTIVE 

Dean Turner  Chairman 

Jim Lester  Volleyball Delegate 

Stephen Giugni Beach Volleyball Delegate  

 

AVRC STATE REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE 

NSW Keith Suckling 

VIC Elizabeth Pollock 

QLD Shane Clouston 

SA Richard Casutt (to April) 

WA Danielle Francis 

TAS Rod Scott 

NT Linda Lukitsch (nee Sutton) 

ACT Peter Lucas 

 

AVRC TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

All international referees, both active and inactive; 

All international candidate referees; 

National AAA referees by appointment. 

 

AUSTRALIAN VOLLEYBALL SCHOOOLS CUP EVENT 

COMMISSION: 

Murray Mansfield Chair (to December 06) 

Phil Muller   Chair (from December 06) 

Peter McConnon Technical Delegate (Comp) 

Chris Lemm  Regency TAFE 

Andrew Scotford AVF CEO (Ex-officio) 

Stuart Scott  Secretary - Volleyball, School  

   Sport Australia 

David Eldridge Heathfield High 

Bill McHoul   Kew High School 

Michelle Slack-Smith Technical Delegate 

 

AUSTRALIAN VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE COMMISSION: 

Andrew Scotford Chair 

Bill McHoul     

Boris Georgieff 

TC Pho 

Adam Sachs 



Australian Volleyball Federation 45th Annual Report 2006 - 2007 

Page 6  

BOARD AND COMMISSION POSITIONS 

The Hon. Chris Schacht 
AVC Executive Board Member  
President – Western Region, Oceania Zone, AVC. 
 
Andrew Scotford 
President – Central Region, Oceania Zone, AVC. 
 
Tomas Santamaria 
FIVB Coaching Instructor 
Secretary AVC Coaches Commission 
 
Dean Turner 
Member AVC Referees Commission 
 
Riad Tayeh 
Member AVC Finance Commission 
 
Dr. Paul Bloomfield 
FIVB Doctor 
 
Dr. James Ilic 
FIVB Doctor 
 
Dr. Stuart Watson 
FIVB Doctor 

AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL REFEREES 

 
As at June 30, 2007 
 
International 
John Bennett  Beach Volleyball 
Stephen Giugni  Beach Volleyball 
James Lester  Volleyball 
Peter Lucas   Volleyball 
Anthony Luck  Volleyball 
Sharon Mottolini  Volleyball 
Phong Nguyen  Volleyball 
Cameron Olson  Volleyball 
Elizabeth Pollock  Volleyball 
Catriona Tweedie  Beach Volleyball 
Luke Yan   Volleyball 
 
International Candidate 
Carla Hoorweg  Volleyball 
 
International Inactive 
Dean Turner   Volleyball 
Robert Bates  Volleyball 
John Byrnes   Volleyball 
Linda Chang-Ribinsky Beach Volleyball 
Raymond Harris  Volleyball 
Peter Hreszczuk  Beach Volleyball 
Colin Logan   Beach Volleyball 
Colin Logan   Volleyball 
Juho Looveer  Volleyball 
Peter McConnon  Volleyball 
Colin Nissen   Volleyball 
Roderick Scott  Volleyball 
Michael Vasiliou  Volleyball 
 
FIVB Referee Instructor 
Raymond Harris  Volleyball 
 

INTERNATIONAL POSITIONS 
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TRIBUTE TO JEFF KOSTAS 
 
Jeffrey Andrew Kostas 
1932 - 2007 
 
Australian Volleyball has lost a founding member and a true states-
man of the sport, following the tragic loss of Mr. Jeffery Kostas who 
passed away in June.  Jeff was a pioneer for officials in the sport of 
Volleyball in Australia: Jeff was a long standing Australian Volleyball 
Federation and Australian Volleyball Referees Commission (AVRC), 
Life Member, who committed an extended period of his life to the 
development of volleyball in Australia. He led the way for so many 
who have successfully followed the path that was initially forged in 
hard times. 
 
Jeff was a player for NSW in the 1960s until 1971. He became one 
of the first two international referees for Australia in 1968 along with 
his mate, Joe Hiller. Joe then followed a different pathway, coaching 
Victoria to eight consecutive Australian Championships and also 
coaching the Australian men’s team. 
 
During the 1972 Australian Championships in Sydney a course was held and four more Australians 
became international referees, Dick Hayes, Bob Foot, Eugene Kolodoczka and Harry Lozoniczins. In 
1973 all six internationals attended the Australian Championhips in Launceston and Jeff was elected 
the founding Chairman of the Australian Volleyball Referees’ Commission (AVRC), a position he held 
until 1997. He established a strong professional ethic that has subsequently been expanded and 
continues today, with Australian volleyball officials continuously leading international courses they 
attend.  
 
In the 1970s and ‘80s Jeff was the leading referee educator in NSW and Australia. As such he had a 
profound influence on all the senior referees in this country and also throughout the South Pacific in 
his role as Chairman of the Oceania Zone Referees Commission. 
 
In 1982 Jeff became the first Australian to be invited to referee at the World Championships (in     
Argentina) and in 1989 he was the first accredited as an FIVB Referee Instructor. 
 
By the 90s, Jeff had done so much, beyond the level of a Life Member, that he was awarded a spe-
cial “30 Years of Service Award” because the Federation had no other form of recognition in place.  It 
simply had not expected anyone to give so much. 
 
Jeff’s outstanding record in Volleyball 
• One of our first International referees  
• The first Australian to referee at a World Championship 
• Chairman of the Oceania Zone Referee Commission 
• First Chairman and founder of the AVRC 
• Dedicated to referee development he established and then drove the education process from 

very early on 
• First referee to be appointed to an AVC commission 
• First Australian referee to be appointed instructor status by FIVB. 
 
Jeff’s selfless and tireless contribution to individuals, referees and the sport of Volleyball was im-
mense, which the sport could never repay.  He will be sadly missed but fondly remembered by his 
family and many friends. 
 
 
Thank you to Colin Logan, Juho Looveer, Barry Couzner and Dean Turner for compiling this tribute. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
FINANCIAL 

The year ended 30 June 2007 has again been a year of improvement and team success for the Aus-
tralian Volleyball Federation. The audited accounts show that for the financial year ending 30 June 
the AVF Made an operating surplus of $89 552.  This now puts our net equity position or financial 
reserves at $331 127. 
 
As reported in earlier years we had set ourselves a target in agreement with the ASC to achieve this 
net equity position over 5 years. The Board is pleased that we have achieved the target in 3 years, 
whilst at the same time employing more specific staff to provide better services to the Australian Vol-
leyball community. 
 
The AVF Board acknowledges that the improvement in our finances is partly as a result of the in-
crease in the membership levy paid by the States to the AVF. The AVF has also increased revenue 
from other sources as well as maintaining a very tight control on expenditure. The annual budget and 
operating plan adopted by the AVF in May of each year is available to all states and territory affiliates 
to see, in detail, how the resources of the AVF are spent. 
 
COMPETITIONS 
Australian Volleyball League (AVL) 
In 2006 the AVL was a well conducted competition.  The AVF acknowledges that the AVL is very de-
pendent on the financial contribution of the clubs, players and officials.  As a result of the review of 
the women’s national program it was decided to restructure the Women’s AVL to be run separately 
from the men, namely in the middle of 2007, with less travel. 
 
The competition in this new format was very good and proved a basis for our women’s team to be 
selected to compete in the 2007 Asian Women’s Championship.  The AVF is also aware of the travel 
cost issue and has instigated a thorough review of the Women’s AVL to identify ways in which the 
cost burden could be reduced. 
 
Though not in the 06/07 financial year, the recent decision to not hold a men’s AVL this year has cer-
tainly brought to head all the cost issues that have affected the AVL.  The AVF board will consult with 
all stakeholders to see how we can create a viable national competition for our athletes. 
 
Irrespective of these difficulties, the AVF sincerely thanks the many scores of players and officials 
who worked so hard to keep the AVL going over the years. 
 
Vodafone National Beach Volleyball Tour 
The 2006/07 National Beach tour was successfully conducted.  However, since the tour ended our 
major sponsor, Vodafone, has decided not to continue as a sponsor. 
 
At the moment of writing this report, the AVF is negotiating to bring on board a new promoter with a 
new naming rights sponsor.  I hope that by the time of the AGM we will have announced this new 
and exciting development for our Beach Volleyball Tour. 
 
Australian Volleyball Schools Cup 
Again the 2006 Australian Schools Cup proved to be an outstanding event for Australian Volleyball.  
This event is getting bigger and better every year.  I acknowledge that it would not happen without 
the support of hundreds of volunteers from over 100 schools around Australia. 
 
Australian Junior Volleyball Championships 
The National Junior Championships in 2006 were held in Canberra.  Again an excellent competition 
with nearly 60 teams competing. We acknowledge the good work of ACT Volleyball in holding this 
event. 
 
HIGH PERFORMANCE PROGRAM 

The Australian Men’s Team competed in the World Championships in Japan in November 2006.  It 
was frustrating that our men lost a number of matches narrowly, but we should note that our men’s 
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team has qualified for the World Championships in 1998, 2002 and 2006.   This is a consistent per-
formance which illustrates the growing strength of our Men’s Team.  In the first half of 2007 our 
men’s team competed successfully here and overseas. 
 
Albeit the results occurred in the next financial year, I could not let this report go without mentioning 
the recent results of the Australian Men’s Team who won the Commonwealth Championships in India 
and perhaps most notably won the Asian Championships for the first time, despite a terrible draw 
making our team play 10 matches in 10 days.  Congratulations to Coach Russ Borgeaud, the staff 
and players for this significant achievement. 
 
The women’s team also competed in the Asian Championship as part of the rebuilding program for 
our women’s team.  The results achieved should be seen in the context of this rebuilding program.  
Congratulations to Coach Amanda Fielding, Jenny Becker and the players for their commitment to 
Australian Women’s Volleyball. 
 
In 2006 Becchara Palmer and Alice Rohkamper won the U19 Women’s World Beach Volleyball 
Championship. This is the first time in our history that we have won a gold medal at a World Champi-
onship, indoor or beach, men or women, any age group.  Becchara and Alice have a great future in 
our sport.  Congratulations to them and their coach Simon Naismith.   
 
Earlier this year Tamsin Barnett and Natalie Cook won the gold medal in the Korean FIVB World 
Tour event.  A stunning achievement for this new combination. 
 
Andrew Schacht and Josh Clack won silver in the Canada World Tour event and then went on to win 
the bronze medal in the World Championships. 
 
Both of these teams have now all but qualified for the Beijing Olympics and both teams are very well 
placed for good results in Beijing. 
 
Congratulations go to Adam Sachs, the coaches Steve Tutton, Craig Marshall and Carlos Galetti and 
the staff of the beach program and above all the players for these outstanding results. 
 
I wish to pay a special tribute to Steve Tutton who has resigned as Beach Volleyball Head Coach to 
take up a position with the South Australian Sports Institute (SASI) as Sportsplan Manager.  Steve 
spent 18 years with our beach program and not one has done more to crate success for our athletes 
on the world stage than Steve. 
 
INTERNATIONAL 

In November 2006 I attended the FIVB World Congress.  On a number of occasions I asked ques-
tions and commented about management issues.  At times this did not make me popular with the 
leadership.  I stood for election to the FIVB Board of Administration and to the surprise of many I was 
nearly elected receiving some 45% of the vote from 117 National Federations.   
 
As a result of this support the FIVB President Dr. Acosta appointed me to the FIVB Legal Commis-
sion and AVF Finance Director, Riad Tayeh to the FIVB Finance Commission.  This means that Aus-
tralia is now recognised as having a proper role in the administration of World Volleyball. 
 
Since last year the AVF has negotiated with the SA Government and the FIVB to bring a men’s and 
women’s World Tour Beach Volleyball Event to Adelaide in the last week of March next year.  The 
AVF has appointed former AVF President Barry Couzner as the Event Manager.  This is an exciting 
development for Australian Volleyball.  I hope many Australian Volleyball activists can get to Adelaide 
to see nearly 100 teams from 35 countries and 5 continents competing at Glenelg Beach. 
 
INTEGRATED NATIONAL STRUCTURE 

The AVF Board will report to the AGM that it proposes to circulate the new constitution for considera-
tion at a special meeting to be held in April next year.  In June 2007 a very successful meeting of 
Presidents was held to discuss all issues of concern regarding the INS.  As a result, the Board now 
has a very clear idea of what it should propose at the Special General Meeting next year. 
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The AVF Board met on 12 occasions throughout the year.  One of those meetings was face to face 
and the remainder were by teleconference.  Board attendance at those meetings was as follows: 
Chris Schacht - President 12/12 
Gary Gilchrist - Vice President 12/12 
Riad Tayeh - Finance Director 10/12 
Kevin Dobson - Director  11/12 
Tony Sprylan - Director  5/12 
Cameron Olson - Director 4/4 
Rosemary Bissett - Director  6/8 
 

 
We can assume that there will be plenty of opportunity for the new constitution to be discussed in the 
volleyball community before it is put to the special meeting.  I acknowledge the work that Gary Gil-
christ has done as Chair of the AVF Sub-committee dealing with the INS. 
 
STAFF 

The major staff event during the year was the resignation of Andrew Scotford as our CEO to take a 
position with Cricket Australia as their Umpire Manager.  Andrew led the AVF in his role for the past 7 
½ years and oversaw the rebuilding of the AVF finances and resources.  He worked long and hard 
for our support and he leaves the organisation in a far better condition than when he started.  We 
wish Andrew every success for the future and hope he can still play a role in volleyball in the future. 
 
Joan Perry is our new CEO and already Joan is proving her worth.  Over the coming months Joan 
will get around Australia to meet the volleyball community.  I am confident that under Joan’s manage-
ment and leadership Australian Volleyball will continue to grow and prosper. 
 
I acknowledge the great work of Tim Shannahan as Sport Development Manager, Michelle Slack-
Smith as Competition and Events Manager and Cheryl Bollard as Operations Manager for their con-
tinued commitment and good work. 
 
The AVF now has a broad range of staff all dedicated to growing volleyball.  We are fortunate to have 
some committed people in these positions.   
 
CONCLUSION 

I again acknowledge the support of the ASC and the AIS and the State Sports Institutes.  Without the 
support of the ASC our international performance would be all but non-existent.  Commercial spon-
sors like Herbalife, Gerflor, Molten, Bolle, Nivea, Vodafone and Moves Travel  have all made a differ-
ence for our sport. 
 
At the 2007 AGM, AVF Vice President Gary Gilchrist and board member Tony Sprylan have not 
sought re-election.  As President, I wish to thank them for their extraordinary commitment and contri-
bution to volleyball.  AVF Board members serve in an honorary capacity.  They put in many hours per 
month.  Gary and Tony have made a contribution which has been completely positive for Australian 
Volleyball.  I wish them well for the future. 
 
Hon. Chris Schacht 
President 
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FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
With the AVF having worked hard to build a strong financial platform for the sport, this year marked a 
conscious decision to invest in our future, with additional staff being engaged in areas identified after 
consultation with the wider community to build our sport. The Events Review undertaken by Jenny 
Becker, identified the strong need to build and promote an events strategy for Australian Volleyball 
and the addition of Michelle Slack-Smith as Competition and Events Manager from August has al-
lowed the AVF to significantly build a national consistency on event delivery and has provided a focal 
point for the important ongoing review and planning for the future.  
 
This position has also fast-tracked plans to increase opportunities for our National teams, with the 
announcement of a long-term financial investment by the SA Government allowing the return of the 
FIVB World Tour after a 10-year absence from our shores. The Olympics always provide a greater 
focus on the results of our National teams and we need to continue to identify domestic opportunities 
for not just competitive hitouts but as importantly to raise the profile of our players to both our volley-
ball community and the general public. A special thank you must go to Volleyball Victoria for their 
support in hosting Argentina in November. 
 
The Men’s and Beach Volleyball program with the fantastic support of the Australian Institute of Sport 
and the Australian Sports Commission continued to build on their success and with 2 Gold Medals on 
the world stage in beach volleyball -  the short and long-term future looks bright. However, since the 
cessation of the AIS Women’s Volleyball Program the future of our National Women’s team was not 
so clear.  A comprehensive review of Women’s Volleyball was undertaken by Bob Crudgington and 
from that a Women’s Volleyball High Performance Steering Committee was created to ensure the 
delivery of:  
♦ State-based intensive training centres that will underpin the identification and development of 

talented female athletes for the Women’s National Program; and  
♦ A revised National League competition that will enable the selection and preparation of Austra-

lia’s Women’s Volleyball Team for international competition. 
This Committee, chaired by Cameron Olson, began the challenging process of re-invigorating 
Women’s Volleyball in Australia and with the support of the Member States we now see the founda-
tion of a national pathway being built in partnership with a revamped Australian Volleyball League. 
The Women’s Series saw the “amalgamation of existing Clubs and Member States” and a truly na-
tional focus on identifying players for the future and a clearer pathway for players and coaches alike.   
 
Whilst cost is a major issue with our National leagues the format and structure for the League was 
well received and there are many positives to build on for the future of Women’s Volleyball. This 
year’s Women’s Series also saw the AVF move into the world of “new media”, with the launch of a 
web 2.0 event website. This site added another element to the AVL and allowed our Volleyball com-
munity to have a closer association with the event and its participants. Part of the key to our future is 
to maximise these opportunities for the profile of our great sport. 
 
This year the Executive Commission turned some of its focus to workshops to assist them in growing 
the business. In conjunction with the AGM the AVF facilitated sessions on dealing with the media and 
how to work with sponsors, from experts in their field, which further highlighted the need for an in-
creased focus on these areas. Volleyball in Australia will be stronger once we all have media part-
ners, sponsors and corporate engagement. This task is definitely achievable when this group works 
hand in hand to ensure that our collective efforts continue to compliment and support each other.  
 
The AVF Website, www.avf.org.au, remains the window to our sport and with the significant support 
of SportingPulse, we now have a web presence that provides anyone interested in Volleyball, any-
where in the world, a dynamic professional image of our sport. The site, coupled with monthly e-news 
and regular updates on all the activity in Australian Volleyball has seen a dramatic increase in usage 
with the addition of near-live score updates at the AVL as some of the exciting innovations that are 
now available. Whilst we have not yet maximised the benefit of the available competition manage-
ment software (Sportzware) this program will definitely help both our existing Clubs/Associations but 
importantly also give Volleyball some valuable tools that should assist in getting the “commercial” 
volleyball providers under our umbrella. 
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There are also many agendas and issues for Volleyball, at all levels, to deal with but a key to building 
a volleyball community that we are all proud of is to, at some point, stop and determine where we are 
going. The current AVF strategic plan is about to be revisited and the Volleyball community needs to 
take ownership of the strategic direction for the future. We ALL need to reflect on where we want the 
sport to be in the future and not be limited by our own energy or personal timeframe. If we all want to 
exchange best practice ideas for the good of the sport then we can go some way to reaching our po-
tential as a sport. 
 
Over the next 12 months, as we build a longer-term strategic plan, the AVF will continue its drive to 
lift the profile and importance of Volleyball to foster the sport as a human endeavour in the eyes of all 
Australians. 
 
Some of these include; 
♦ determination on the delivery of an Integrated National Structure, 
♦ engagement of the Volleyball community in building, and owning, the long-term strategic direc-

tion for Volleyball 
♦ continued expansion of our on-line presence and better use of available competition manage-

ment programs to deliverers of Volleyball across Australia, 
♦ work with the Executive Commission to drive the future direction and growth of the sport, 
♦ building strong mutually beneficial partnerships with corporate venues, 
♦ finalise a National and International Events strategy, 
♦ maximise the promotional opportunity for Volleyball through the hosting of the SWATCH-FIVB 

World Tour, 
♦ exchange best-practice, with the Member States, to enhance the delivery of Volleyball 

throughout Australia, and 
♦ further build media partnerships with Volleyball at all levels of the sport. 
 
Volleyball, and in particular the National teams, are extremely fortunate to continue to enjoy the enor-
mous support of a number of long-term partners. The Australian Government, through the Australian 
Sports Commission and the Australian Institute of Sport, remains our major partner in the areas of 
high performance and sport development and without their contribution we would not be able to build 
the successful programs that we have today. 
 
Our National teams are further supported by the Australian Olympic Committee, the South Australian 
Sports Institute and Queensland Academy of Sport. I also thank our other major partners Vodafone, 
Molten, SportingPulse, Errea and Gerflor for their continued support and significant contribution to 
our sport. 
 
The passion, energy and drive of the AVF Office staff are a major reason why our sport continues to 
move forward and this continues unabated as Michelle Slack-Smith (Events Manager) and Jenny 
Becker (Women’s National Technical Director) joined the hard-working team adding considerable 
experience and Volleyball expertise. Adam Sachs (High Performance Manager), Tim Shannahan 
(Sport Development Manager) and Cheryl Bollard (Operations Manager) were again significant as 
the AVF further expanded its services to our community. The AVF staff, including the High Perform-
ance Programs, has worked tirelessly to deliver on the strategy set by the AVF Board as they pas-
sionately continue to work to lead our sport forward. Our sport is fortunate to enjoy many dedicated 
and committed volunteers & State staff, including the various AVF Commissions, who continue to 
drive our sport and without them our sport would not be as strong. 
As this will be my last Annual Report I also reflect on the past 7 and 1/2 years, where I have seen the 
sport rebuild not only its resources and financial bottom line but also its credibility in the eyes of its 
many stakeholders. I leave the AVF with a committed and talented staff who share our passion to put 
Volleyball on the map for all Australians.  Volleyball now has an excellent platform from which to 
grow from and I encourage everyone to work together to allow us to achieve our potential. The many 
successes of the last few years have been generated because the community has worked together 
to achieve them and this remains vital for any future success. 
 

Andrew Scotford 

Chief Executive Officer (to June 6th 2007) 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE DIVISION 
2006/07 has been an important year of consolidation and continued growth for the Australian Volley-
ball Federation’s (AVF) High Performance Program (HPP). The primary objective of the HPP has 
been to dramatically increase the exposure of Australian athletes and teams to high-quality interna-
tional competition in advance of the start of qualification process for the 2008 Olympic Games in Bei-
jing. 
 
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL NATIONAL PROGRAM 

During the past twelve months, the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS)/National Men’s Volleyball Pro-
gram has subjected itself to a series of rigorous overseas tours as preparation for the 2006 World 
Championships (November 2006) and the 2007 Asian Senior Championships (September 2007). For 
the first time ever, the Men’s National Team to the World Championships was comprised entirely of 
professional athletes (i.e. athletes who play professionally in overseas club competitions outside of 
the FIVB’s international season). Whilst the Men’s Team failed to make the second round of the com-
petition, it performed very well in what was arguably the toughest pool in the competition.  
 
There is little doubt that exposure to some of the world’s best teams at the World Championships 
(including the eventual winners – Brazil) helped to highlight some key areas for improvement in the 
Australian Team’s game that once addressed would have a significant impact on its performances at 
the 2007 Asian Championships.  
 
A further highlight in this regard, was the series of friendly matches that the Men’s Team played in 
Melbourne, Bendigo and Canberra against Argentina and Canada prior to the World Championships. 
These were the first publicly-promoted international matches played in Australia but outside of Can-
berra for many years and were very well-received by the Australian Volleyball community. Special 
thanks go to Volleyball Victoria and the Bendigo Volleyball Association for their hosting of these 
matches. 
 
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL NATIONAL PROGRAM 
Whilst the Women’s National Team did not compete in any international competition during 2006/07, 
this year provided an important opportunity for the AVF to address the key recommendation’s from 
the independent review of Women’s Volleyball in Australia undertaken by Bob Crudgington in 
2005/06. 
 
In July 2006, the AVF Board endorsed the formation of a Women’s Volleyball High Performance 
Steering Committee and charged it with responsibility for assisting AVF staff with the planning and 
delivery of a number of key objectives including: 
♦ A revised Women’s Australian Volleyball League (AVL) competition in 2007; 
♦ The establishment and development of intensive training centres in key states to identify and 

develop targeted female athletes for participation in both the AVL and international competi-
tions as members of the Women’s National Team; and 

♦ A schedule of domestic camp and international competition opportunities for the Women’s Na-
tional Team in 2007 (i.e. after 1 July 2007). 

 
The Women’s HPSC also played a critical role in the recruitment of the AVF’s Women’s National 
Technical Director, Jenny Becker, and Women’s National Coach, Amanda Fielding. 
 
BEACH VOLLEYBALL NATIONAL PROGRAM 

Australia’s top Beach Volleyball Teams enjoyed mixed success during the latter part of the 2006 
Swatch FIVB World Tour but the highlight of the AVF’s HPP in 2006, was easily the gold medal won 
by Women’s Beach Volleyball team, Alice Rohkamper and Becchara Palmer, at the Swatch FIVB 
U/19 World Championships. Historically, this was Australian Volleyball’s first ever World Champion-
ship gold medal in either discipline and at any level. Rohkamper/Palmer’s achievement signaled the 
start of a new era for Women’s Beach Volleyball in Australia beyond the Beijing Olympic Games in 
2008. 
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The domestic summer season provided these same teams with critical opportunities to review and 
refine the strategies for their 2008 Olympic campaigns, as well as undertaking an intensive pre-
season program of physical preparation. Perhaps most notably, the domestic season was punctu-
ated by Natalie Cook’s decision to break from her partnership with Nicole Sanderson to play with 
Tamsin Barnett. This change also resulted in Natalie relocating to Adelaide to train full-time with the 
AIS/National Beach Volleyball Program. 
 
The change in partnership delivered almost immediate results with Cook/Barnett winning the gold 
medal at the third event of the 2007 Swatch FIVB World Tour in Korea. This was to be the first of a 
number of podium finishes for Australian Teams (Men’s and Women’s) on the 2007 World Tour and 
signaled the very real potential that Australia could deliver multiple medals at the 2008 Olympic 
Games. 
 
NTID PROGRAM FOR WOMEN’S BEACH VOLLEYBALL 
In 2006/07, the AVF applied for and secured funding from the Australian Sports Commission’s (ASC) 
National Talent Identification and Development (NTID) Program to deliver a talent transfer program 
for Women’s Beach Volleyball. Essentially, the ASC will fund the AVF $100,000 to $150,000 per an-
num for the next four years to assist 4-6 targeted female Indoor athletes to affect a transition to 
Beach Volleyball with a view to qualifying for and medaling at the 2012 Olympic Games in London.  
 
In addition to the above, the AVF’s NTID Program will identify and support a further group of 10-20 
youth and junior female athletes to engage in a intensive, integrated (i.e. Beach and Indoor) camps-
based program that will underpin both of the AVF’s Women’s Beach and Indoor National Programs 
(i.e. youth, junior and senior). AVF Women’s National Technical Director, Jenny Becker, will be re-
sponsible for ensuring the effective delivery of the NTID Program and an integrated pathway for tal-
ented female Volleyball athletes moving forward. 
 
 
SPECIAL THANKS 
This year has been a particularly challenging one for the staff of the AVF’s HPP and it is likely that 
the demands on them personally and professionally between now and the 2008 Olympic Games will 
only increase. Our National Program coaches work tirelessly to ensure that our athletes and teams 
are as well-prepared as possible for the rigors of international competition at the highest level. My 
thanks go to them for leaving no stone unturned in their pursuit of excellence.  
 
Special thanks must also go to the ASC and AIS for without the $2m funding that they provide 
(collectively) annually, the AVF would not be able to operate its HPP and deliver the results we know 
are possible for Australian Teams to achieve on the world stage. It should be noted also, that in 
2006/07 the ASC and AIS contributed almost $300,000 of additional funding (excluding NTID Pro-
gram funding) to enhance the preparations of our Men’s and Beach Volleyball National Teams for the 
2008 Olympic Games. 
 
And finally, I would like to recognize the continued contributions of the South Australian Sports Insti-
tute, Queensland Academy of Sport and Australian Olympic Committee who also provide funding 
and other support which ensures that the AVF continues to punch above its weight in World Volley-
ball now and into the future. 
 
Adam Sachs 
High Performance Manager 
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The Volleyball Team Australia Men (VTAM) program 
proved again to be very successful in 2006/07.  The con-
tinued development of the Youth (U19) and Junior (U21) 
players at the AIS proved invaluable as many of these 
athletes were called upon for inclusion in the Senior 
Men’s Team after the 13th Asian Men’s Volleyball Champi-
onship in 2005.  The focus for this period was the 2006 
World Championships in Japan in the first half of the year 
with the second half focusing on preparing the team for 
the Olympic qualification process in 2007/08. 
 
The year began with the departure of longstanding VTAM 
Performance Analysis Coach, Dan Ilott, taking up the as-
sistant coach’s role in Queensland with the Queensland 
Academy of Sport.  Dan, however, remains an integral 
component of the VTAM coaching staff on major tours. 
 
The first activity for the program saw a combined Austra-
lian Youth and Junior Men’s Team (comprising all AIS 
youth and junior athletes) defend the Junior “Murray 
Mansfield” Trans Tasman Trophy series in Canberra and 
Nowra for the fourth straight year.  The hard fought series 
was won four matches to one against the New Zealand 
Junior Men’s Team. 
 
In August, VTAM kick started their World Championships 
preparation with a tour to England, Italy, Tunisia and Can-
ada.  In England, VTAM played a three match series 
against the recently formed Great Britain side with a com-
fortable 3 – 0 series victory. 
 
VTAM then travelled to Tunisia for a five match series 
against their African counterparts, Tunisia (ranked 15th in 
the world).  In stifling hot and humid conditions, VTAM 
took out the first match 3 – 1 and created history as this 
was the teams’ first victory over Tunisia on their home 
soil.  Unfortunately, the runner-up of the 2005 African Vol-
leyball Championship bounced back to take out the next 
three matches to secure the series victory.  In the fifth and 
final match VTAM took back some pride by defeating the 
host team in straight sets. 
 
For the last leg of this preparation tour, VTAM then trav-
elled across the Atlantic for a four match 
series with World Championship bound 
Canada.  In a close and hard fought se-
ries Canada was victorious on all four 
occasions defeating VTAM 3 – 1 in each 
match. 
 
Upon completion of the tour, VTAM re-
turned to Australia before the team dis-
persed back to Europe and the USA to 
commence their professional contracts.  
 
In early November, VTAM assembled at 
the AIS to prepare for a friendly series 

VOLLEYBALL TEAM AUSTRALIA MEN 
THE STAFF 
Russell Borgeaud Head Coach  
Andrew Strugnell Assistant Coach / 
 Team Manager 
Kim Neilson Sport Coordinator / 
 Program Administrator 
Stephen Benson ASC Scholarship Coach 

(to Jan 07) / AVF Coach 
(from Jan 07) 

Dan Ilott Performance Analysis 
 Coach (World Champs) 
Phong Nguyen AVF High Performance 
 Administrator 
 

TRAINING PROGRAM: 
The training schedule comprises of 5 or 6-
day weekly routine of team and individual 
sessions totaling 25-30 hours per week. 
 

2006/2007 PROFESSIONAL PLAYER 

CONTRACTS 
Brett Alderman Ziraatbank Sports Club, 
 Turkey 
Shane Alexander Marienlsyt, Denmark 
Luke Campbell Dudvanska Rivijera, 
 Montenegro 
Paul Carroll Pepperdine University, 
 USA  
Jarryd Christensen Middlefart, Denmark 
Phil DeSalvo Sonneber, Germany & 
 Volleyball.CZ Prague, 
 Czech Republic 
Andrew Earl Volleyball.CZ Kladno, 
 Czech Republic 
Andrew Grant Bydgoszcz, Poland 
Ben Hardy Knack Roeselare,  
 Belgium  
Dan Howard Bluvolley Verona, Italy 
Steven Keir Vienna Hot Volleys, 
 Austria 
Nigel Panagopka Aarhus, Denmark  
Nathan Roberts Wuppertal, Germany 
Aden Tutton Aarhus, Denmark 
Matt Young Team Valla, Sweden 
Igor Yudin KS Jastrzebski, Poland 

Volleyball Team Australia Men—World Championships team 
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against Argentina and Canada leading up to the World 
Championship. 
 
The first two matches were against Argentina in Melbourne 
and Bendigo in Victoria.  To the delight of the vocal 2000+ 
home crowd, VTAM defeated Argentina 3 – 1.  Both teams 
then travelled to Bendigo where the whole Bendigo volley-
ball community came out in force to support VTAM.  Unfor-
tunately, for everyone there, VTAM went down to their 
South American opponent (coached by former VTAM Head 
Coach, Jon Uriarte) in an epic five set match. 
 
With the World Championships just under a week away 
both teams travelled back to the Australian Institute of 
Sport in Canberra for a Tri-Nations Tournament with Can-
ada to finalise their preparations before heading over to 
Japan.  Despite having beaten Argentina a few days ear-
lier, VTAM was unable to repeat this performance and, 
subsequently, also went down to the higher ranked Canadi-
ans. 
 
At the World Championship in Japan, VTAM was drawn in 
Pool B against World, Olympic and 2006 World League 
champions Brazil (1 – world ranking), World League run-
ners-up France (6), Cuba (16), Greece (9) and Germany 
(32). 
 
VTAM’s first match was against 32nd ranked Germany.  
VTAM started well and took the first set 25-20 and was on 
track to win its first match of the tournament, but Germany 
had other ideas and came back to defeat VTAM 3 – 1.  Al-
though also playing well against France and Greece, VTAM 
was unable to secure a victory and subsequently finished 
sixth in Pool B leaving us 21st placed in the tournament. 
 
In the meantime, the young AIS athletes continued their 
unbeaten run from the 2005 AVL season and defence of 
the 2006 edition of the Australian Volleyball League in Syd-
ney, with victories early in the season. 
 
Having already qualified for the 2006 Finals and massing 
an impressive 18 game winning streak, the young AIS side 
lost their last two games of the regular season going down 
in five sets to the two Victorian based clubs.  In the Finals 
in Melbourne, however, the team made amends for the 
earlier lapse and defeated the Mt Lofty Rangers in the semi 
finals before defeating the minor premiers Melbourne Fal-
cons in straight sets (25-19, 28-26, and 25-17) to win the 
AVL title for the second year running. 
 
Following the Christmas break, the AIS team, with the in-
clusion of a couple of Junior team athletes, departed Aus-
tralia for a seven week European tour to gain much wanted 
international experience.  The first leg of the tour was to 
Greece where the team took out the Mas Nikh Junior Tour-
nament comfortably, dropping only one set in the five 
matches that they played.  This performance was rewarded 
with captain, John Dekker, and first year athlete, Aidan 
Zingel, being awarded with the Best Attacker and Best 
Blocker awards respectively. 

2006/2007 ATHLETE SCHOLARSHIP 

HOLDERS 
Brett Alderman (QLD) 
Shane Alexander (QLD) 
Benjamin Bell (QLD) 
Jasper Boyschau (QLD) from January 2007 
Luke Campbell (VIC) 
Paul Carroll (NSW) 
Jarryd Christensen (QLD) 
Phil De Salvo (VIC) 
John Dekker (QLD) 
Andrew Earl (SA) 
Tom Edgar (QLD) 
David Ferguson (WA) 
Bradie Foster (QLD) from January 2007 
Nick Goldsbrough-Reardon (VIC) 
Andrew Grant (QLD) 
Ben Hardy (ACT) 
Hamish Hingston (TAS) from January 2007 
Dan Howard (WA) 
Steven Keir * 
Fred Marsh (ACT) 
Nigel Panagopka (NSW) 
Travis Passier (QLD) 
Nathan Roberts (SA) 
Greg Sukochev (SA) 
Josh Thorpe (TAS) 
William Thwaite (QLD) 
Aden Tutton (SA) 
Adam White (QLD) 
Matthew Young (QLD) 
Igor Yudin (VIC) 
Aidan Zingel (NSW) 
 
* Visiting / Trialling Scholarship Holder 

 
PLAYER AWARDS: 
Ben Hardy (ACT) 
2007 Ted Kalkhoven Award for Most Out-
standing Male Player & 300 Games Award 
 

Ben Hardy, Ted Kakhoven Award winner 
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The team then travelled to Italy to play two matches against 
Italian B1 club sides, Parabiago and Cantu, before heading 
over to Denmark for a five match series against some top 
teams from the Danish league, many boasting VTAM squad 
athletes.   
 
With the competitive series against senior athletes in Italy and 
Denmark behind them, the team then travelled to Sweden to 
contest a four match series against the Swedish Junior Men’s 
Team and one against Div 1 side, Team Valla.  In a one sided 
affair, the young AIS side took out the series five – nil. 
 
The team then returned to its European base in Varese, Italy 
to play matches against Parabiago, Lugano (1st Div Switzer-
land) and Ternate.  In a show of the team’s maturity, the 
young AIS team defeated the Italian side Ternate in straight 
sets ahead of their matches against the French Junior Men’s 
Team. 
 
At the national training centre in Montpellier, in France, the 
AIS Junior Men’s team played three matches against the 9th 
ranked junior team in the world, France.  With their experi-
ence and accessibility to competition, the skillful French side 
took out the series 3 – nil. 
 
In the final series for the tour the team travelled to Slovakia to 
play the Slovakian Junior Men’s Team and club side, Presov 
Volleyball.  In a tough schedule, the young AIS side played 
the Slovakian Junior Team twice in one day to split the 
matches 1 – 1.  In the final match of the tour, the team de-
feated first division side Presov in an epic five set encounter 
after leading the match two sets-to-nil.  
 
Once again, this European tour has proven to be an invalu-
able tool in the development of the current group of athletes 
for the National Junior Program, and ultimately, the next gen-
eration of Volleyball Team Australia Men athletes.  A number 
of these athletes have already competed with the National 
Men’s team. 
 
While the core of the program was away on tour, three new 
athletes (Jasper Boyschau, Bradie Foster and Hamish Hing-
ston) from the ’89 Youth Boy’s Team commenced their schol-
arship back in Canberra. 
 
On return from the Europe Tour, the program competed in the 
local Premier Men’s competition for the Volleyball ACT Cup.  
This was an excellent opportunity for the new athletes to ex-
perience open men’s competition, while developing their skills 
and playing awareness.  Focus was given to the new the ath-
letes who had little competition experience, however with their 
continued improvement in the daily training environment the 
boys were undefeated for the entire competition taking out the 
title.  
 
Over the months of April and May, the majority of the Senior 
Team returned to the AIS for an extensive training camp be-
fore heading off on a “B” Team tour to Europe (Croatia, Den-
mark and France) and Japan for the 19th Asia Pacific Cup.  

250 Games Award 
Daniel Howard (WA) 
 
150 Games Award 
Luke Campbell (VIC) 
 
100 Games Award 
David Ferguson (WA) 
Steven Keir (QLD)  
 
50 Games Award 
Shane Alexander (QLD) 
Phil DeSalvo (VIC) 
Andrew Grant (QLD) 
Nigel Panagopka (NSW) 
Aden Tutton (SA) 
Igor Yudin (VIC) 
 

PROGRAM CONSULTANTS 
Medical   
Dr. Michael Makdissi  
Australian Institute of Sport – 2006  
Dr. John Kellet 
Australian Institute of Sport – 2007  
Dr. Stuart Watson 
Sydney Academy of Sport  
Dr. Charles Howse 
Canberra Sports Medicine  
 
Physiotherapist 

Fiona Gutschlag  
Australian Institute of Sport 
Andrew Hughes 
Sports Focus, Liverpool 
Jarrod Scott 
Sports Focus, Liverpool 
Damian Oldmeadow  
Lawther, Barich, Oldmeadow 
Derek Mansfield 
Sydney Physiotherapy 
 
Psychologist 
Jason Patchell  
Australian Institute of Sport 
 
Nutritionist 
Michelle Minehan  
Australian Institute of Sport 
 
Strength & Conditioning Coach 
Craig Robberds 
 Australian Institute of Sport – 2006 
David Clarke 
Australian Institute of Sport – 2007 
 
Sport Sciences 
Jeremy Sheppard – Physiology 
Australian Institute of Sport 
Alexi Sachlikidis – Biomechanics 
Australian Institute of Sport 
Alexis Lebedew – Performance Analysis/
Biomechanics 
Australian Institute of Sport 
Adam Gorman – Skill Acquisition 
Australian Institute of Sport 



Australian Volleyball Federation 45th Annual Report 2006 - 2007 

Page 18  

The focus of the tour was to give much needed experi-
ence, and match practice, to the younger VTAM squad 
athletes who would be called upon, in the near future, to 
play leading roles at the Asian Championships. 
In the first leg of the tour, the team travelled to Croatia to 
compete in the Zagreb Trophy Tournament against Croa-
tia, Turkey and Slovenia.  Unfortunately, though the 
matches were close VTAM was not able to secure a vic-
tory.  Following the tournament, the team played a three 
match friendly series against Croatia which the home side 
won 3 – nil. 
 
VTAM then travelled to Denmark for a seven match series 
against the National Men’s Team of Denmark.  In another 
closely contested series Denmark took out the series 4 – 
3 in the seventh, and final, match three sets to one. 
 
In the final Europe leg, VTAM travelled to Montpellier, 
France, to play the French “B” Team.  In another series of 
competitive matches VTAM was able to secure 1 – 3 re-
cord with their more experienced opponents. 
 
Gaining in confidence from their experience in Europe, 
VTAM travelled to Fukuoka, Japan for the Asia Pacific 
Cup for the first time since 1991.  With the self belief that 
the team could win the tournament VTAM defeated the 
Chinese and Japanese Universiade sides, and the Thai 
National Men’s Team to capture the 19th Asia Pacific Cup.   
 
Again, 2006/07 was an extremely busy year and VTAM 
would like to thank the AVF and its staff, both employed 
and honorary, for their ongoing support. Thanks also to 
our state-based supporters within State Institutes and 
State team programs, for your tireless work with the broad 
community of elite volleyballers that we draw upon for our 
athletes.  
 
We would also like to thank the AIS and ASC and their 
staff, for their support and significant contribution to our 
sport and the development of our athletes. Finally we 
thank the program’s athletes for their continued dedication 
and commitment to our program, we appreciate your con-
tinued support. 

SUPPORTERS and SPONSORS: 

The major support of the Program is the 
Australian Sports Commission, including 
the Australian Institute of Sport, providing 
staff salaries, athlete allowances, office 
and training facilities and international 
competition funding. 
 
Gerflor Taraflex provided the Taraflex 
Floor for use during the World League 
and for ongoing use at the AIS training 
facility. 
 
Molten the official ball supplier for train-
ing and domestic competitions. 
 
Asics is the preferred uniform and shoe 
supplier for the National Team for official 
competition. 
 
Errea is the preferred supplier of clothing 
for the National Team for non-official 
competition. 
 
Gatorade is the preferred sport drink 
supplied for training and competition. 
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VOLLEYBALL TEAM AUSTRALIA TOUR TO GREAT 

BRITAIN, ITALY, TUNISIA & CANADA 

AUGUST 1-29 AUGUST 2006 
 
Volleyball Team Australia v Great Britain  
England (August 4-6, 2006) 
04/08/06 AUS – GBR 3 : 0 (25-22, 25-23, 25-15)  
05/08/06 AUS – GBR 3 : 0 (25-17, 25-14, 25-16)   
06/08/06 AUS – GBR 3 : 0 (25-20, 25-16, 25-9)   
 
AUS won series 3 – 0 
 
Volleyball Team Australia v Tunisia  
Tunis, Tunisia (August 11-17, 2006) 
11/08/06 AUS – TUN 3 : 1 (15-25, 25-16, 25-20, 25-21) 
13/08/06 AUS – TUN 0 : 3 (23-25, 17-25, 24-26)  
14/08/06 AUS – TUN 1 : 3 (25-17, 16-25, 23-25, 18-25)  
15/08/06 AUS – TUN 1 : 3 (25-17, 25-27, 26-28, 20-25)  
17/08/06 AUS – TUN 3 : 0 (26-24, 25-22, 25-21)  
This was the first time ever Volleyball Team Australia has de-
feated Tunisia in Tunisia. 
 
AUS lost series 2 – 3 
 
Volleyball Team Australia v Canada  
Kelowna, Canada (August 22-26, 2006) 
22/08/06 AUS – CAN 1 : 3 (25-20, 22-25, 19-25, 23-25)  
23/08/06 AUS – CAN 1 : 3 (25-21, 20-25, 20-25, 23-25)  
25/08/06 AUS – CAN 1 : 3 (18-25,18-25, 25-23, 14-25)  
26/08/06 AUS – CAN 1 : 3 (25-20, 20-25, 17-25, 22-25)  
 
AUS list series 0—4 
 

2006 AUSTRALIAN VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE 
 
Australian Institute of Sport Junior Men 
Various cities, Australia (September – December, 2006) 
 
Round Results: 
30/09/06 AIS – Kumho Sydney Lions  
 3 : 2 (18-25, 20-25, 25-20, 25-21, 15-13)  
01/10/06 AIS – Uni of QLD 3 : 1 (25-23, 18-25, 25-13, 25-18)  
02/10/06 AIS – UTS 3 : 0 (25-11, 25-17, 25-22)  
07/10/06 AIS – Mt Lofty Rangers  
 3 : 1 (23-25, 25-23, 25-19, 25-15)  
08/10/06 AIS – Bankstown Sports Cedars  
 3 : 1 (23-21, 25-19, 25-18)  
14/10/06 AIS – Canberra Heat  
 3 : 2 (25-22, 25-27, 22-25, 25-21, 17-15)  
28/10/06 AIS – Western Australia  
 3 : 1 (21-25, 25-17, 25-18, 25-12)  
04/11/06 AIS – Melbourne Falcons  
 2 : 3 (25-21, 23-25, 25-22, 19-25, 13-15)  
05/11/06 AIS - Uni Blues  
 2 : 3 (25-22, 20-25, 25-12, 20-25, 12-15) 
 
Finals Results: 
 
02/12/06 (Semi Final) AIS – Mt Lofty Rangers 
03/12/06 (Gold Final) AIS – Melbourne Falcons  
 3 : 0 (25-19, 28-26, 25-17) 
AIS won the AVL for the second successive time. 

2006 WORLD CHAMPS PREPARATION SERIES 
 
Volleyball Team Australia v Argentina  
Melbourne & Bendigo, Australia (November 6-7, 2006) 
 
06/11/06 AUS – ARG  
 3 : 1 (25-16, 15-25, 25-14, 25-15) – Melbourne  
07/11/06 AUS – ARG  
 2 : 3 (25-20, 21-25, 21-25, 25-18, 12-15) – Bendigo  
 

AUS drew series 1 – 1 
 
Tri-Nations Tournament 
Canberra, Australia (November 10-11, 2006) 
 
10/11/06 AUS – ARG 1 : 3 (25-18, 19-25, 23-25, 21-25) 
11/11/06 AUS – CAN 0 : 3 (20-25, 22-25, 20-25) 
 

2006 MEN'S VOLLEYBALL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS  
 
First Round - Pool B  
Fukuoka, Japan (November 17-22, 2006) 
 
17/11/06 AUS – GER 1 : 3 (25-20, 22-25, 21-25, 28-30)  
18/11/06 AUS – FRA 1 : 3 (23-25, 28-30, 26-24, 24-26)  
19/11/06 AUS – CUB 0 : 3 (15-25, 19-25, 20-25)  
21/11/06 AUS – BRA 0 : 3 (19-25, 19-25, 23-25)  
22/11/06 AUS – GRE 1 : 3 (20-25, 22-25, 25-22, 23-25  
 
AUS finished equal 21st 

 
2007 AIS EUROPEAN TOUR (GREECE, ITALY, DEN-

MARK, SWEDEN, FRANCE, SLOVAKIA) –  

31 DECEMBER 2006 - 17 FEBRUARY 2007  
 
Mas Nikh Junior Volleyball Tournament 
Eginiou, Greece (January 3-7, 2007) 
 
03/01/07 AIS – Thessaloniki Selection  
 3 : 0 (29-27, 25-21, 25-18)  
04/01/07 AIS – Thessaloniki Epicuzos  
 3 : 0 (25-16, 25-20, 25-18)  
05/01/07 AIS – Arkas Turkey 3 : 0 (25-18, 25-21, 25-22)  
06/01/07 AIS – Olympiakos 3 : 1 (25-27, 25-15, 25-23, 25-19)  
07/01/07 AIS – Mas Nikh 3 : 0 (25-13, 27-25, 25-16)  
 
AIS wins Mas Nikh tournament with John Dekker and Aidan 
Zingel awarded individual honours as Best Attacker and Best 
Blocker respectively. 
 
AIS Junior Men v Italian B1 Clubs 
Various cities, Italy (January 9 – 11, 2007) 
 
09/01/07 AIS – Parabiago 0 : 3 (22-25, 23-25, 22-25) 11/01/07 
AIS – Cantu 1 : 3 (18-25, 22-25, 25-22, 18-25)  
 
AIS Junior Men v Danish League Clubs 
Various cities, Denmark (January 15-21, 2007) 
 
15/01/07 AIS – Gentofte 1 : 3 (22-25, 19-25, 29-27, 20-25)  
16/01/07 AIS – Aarhus 0 : 3 (23-25, 18-25, 17-25)  
17/01/07 AIS – Marienlyst 0 : 3 (22-25, 21-25, 18-25)  
18/01/07 AIS – Middelfart  
 3 : 2 (25-20, 19-25, 25-22, 21-25, 19-17)  
21/01/07 AIS – Gentofte  
 2 : 3 (18-25, 25-22, 25-18, 23-25, 11-25)  
 
AIS lost series 1 – 4  
 

MEN’S RESULTS 
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AIS Junior Men v Sweden Junior Men’s Team 
Various cities, Sweden (January 23-28, 2007) 
 
23/01/07 AIS – SWE 3 : 1 (25-16, 25-21, 15-25, 28-26)  
24/01/07 AIS – SWE 3 : 0 (25-20, 25-20, 25-17)  
25/01/07 AIS - Team Valla  
 3 : 0 (25-18, 25-21, 25-21) – Swedish Div 1 club 
26/01/07 AIS – SWE 3 : 1 (25-16, 25-17, 23-25, 25-18)  
28/01/07 AIS – SWE 3 : 1 (25-20, 21-25, 25-20, 25-15)  
 
AIS won series 5 – 0 
 
AIS Junior Men v Italian and Swiss Clubs 
Various cities, Italy and Switzerland  
(January 30 – February 1, 2007) 
 
30/01/07 AIS – Parabiago 0 : 3 (21-25, 24-26, 22-25) 
 31/01/07 AIS – Lugano 1 : 3 (25-20, 20-25, 21-25, 24-26) 
01/02/07 AIS - Ternate 3 : 0 (25-19, 25-17, 25-11)  
 
AIS lost series 1 – 2 
 
AIS Junior Men v France Junior Men’s Team 
Montpellier, France (June 12-16, 2006)  
 
06/02/07 AIS – FRA 1 : 3 (16-25, 25-22, 17-25, 13-25)  
07/02/07 AIS – FRA 0 : 3 (24-26, 14-25, 24-26)  
08/02/07 AIS – FRA 1 : 3 (16-25, 22-25, 25-19, 22-25)  
 
AIS lost series 0 – 3 
 
AIS Junior Men v Slovakia Junior Men’s Team and Presov 
Volleyball Club 
Various cities, Slovakia (February 12-14, 2007) 
 
12/02/07 AIS – SVK 3 : 0 (25-19, 25-21, 25-19)  
12/02/07 AIS – SVK 2 : 3 (18-25, 25-23, 23-25,25-21, 8-15)  
14/02/07 AIS - Presov Slovakia  
 3 : 2 (25-20, 25-12, 20-25, 20-25, 15-13) 
 
AIS won series 2 – 1 
 
2007 Volleyball ACT Cup - ACT Premier Men's Division  

 
Australian Institute of Sport Junior Men 
Canberra, Australia (March 21 – May 2, 2007) 
 
21/03/07 AIS – Belconnen Volleyball Club (3:2 )  
28/03/07 AIS – University of Canberra (3:0)  
03/04/07 AIS – ADFA  
11/04/07 AIS – ANU Phoenix  
18/04/07 AIS – Panthers  
02/05/07 Grand final  
 
AIS Junior Men wins 2007 Volleyball ACT Cup. 
 

Volleyball Team Australia “B” Europe Tour (Croatia, Den-
mark & France) and Asia Pacific Cup (Japan) - 15 May - 26 
June 07  
 
Zagreb Trophy Tournament 
Zagreb, Croatia (May 18-20, 2007) 
 
18/05/07 AUS – CRO 2 : 3 (25-23, 19-25, 22-25, 25-23, 9-15)  
19/05/07 AUS – TUR 2 : 3 (25-15, 25-19, 22-25, 12-25, 10-15)  
20/05/07 AUS – SLO 1 : 3 (21-25, 11-25, 25-23, 24-26)  
 
Volleyball Team Australia “B” v Croatia Men’s Volleyball Team 
Various cities, Croatia (May 22-26, 2007) 
 
22/05/07 AUS – CRO 0 : 3 (22-25, 17-25, 21-25) – Sisak  
24/05/07 AUS – CRO 0 : 3 (18-25, 22-25, 20-25) – Daruvar  
26/05/07 AUS – CRO 1 : 3 (26-24, 26-28, 28-25, 19-25) – 
Novska  
 
AUS lost series 0 – 3 

 
Volleyball Team Australia “B” v Denmark Men’s Volleyball 
Team 
Various cities, Denmark (May 30 – June 8, 2007 
 
30/05/07 AUS – DEN  
 3 : 2 (19-25, 25-22, 25-21, 22-25, 15-11) – Kosor  
01/06/07 AUS – DEN  
 1 : 3 (23-25, 21-25, 25-22, 22-25) – Odense  
02/06/07 AUS – DEN  
 3 : 1 (25-22, 25-23, 20-25, 25-21) – Vejle  
04/06/07 AUS – DEN 0 : 3 (23-25, 23-25, 17-25) – Middelfart 
05/06/07 AUS – DEN  
 2 : 3 (21-25, 25-23, 23-25, 25-22, 6-15) – Aarhus 
07/06/07 AUS – DEN  
 3 : 2 (28-30, 18-25, 35-33, 26-24, 15-13) – Aalborg 
08/06/07 AUS – DEN  
 1 : 3 (25-18, 23-25, 18-25, 18-25) – Holte 
 
AUS lost series 3 – 4 
 
Volleyball Team Australia “B” v France Men’s “B” Volleyball 
Team 
Montpellier, France (June 12-16, 2006) 
 
12/06/07 AUS – FRA 2 : 3 (25-23, 20-25, 23-25, 25-21, 12-15) 
13/06/07 AUS – FRA 3 : 1 (25-23, 20-25, 25-23, 25-23) 
15/06/07 AUS – FRA 0 : 3 (23-25, 23-25, 16-25) 
16/06/07 AUS – FRA 2 : 3 (23-25, 22-25, 25-21, 25-20, 19-21) 
 
AUS lost series 1 – 3 
 

19TH ASIA PACIFIC CUP 
Fukuoka, Japan (June 22-24, 2007) 
 
22/06/07 AUS – CHN Uni 3 : 0 (25-21, 23-17, 25-17) 
23/06/07 AUS – JPN Uni 3 : 2 (25-19, 21-25, 14-25, 25-22, 
15-10) 
24/06/07 AUS – THA 3 : 0 (25-16, 25-21, 25-20) 
 
AUS wins 19th Asia Pacific Cup. 
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Having narrowly missed out on qualifying for the 2006 
World Championships and with the next Asian Senior 
Championships not until September 2007, the AVF focused 
its efforts for Women’s Volleyball in 2006/07 on delivery of 
the key recommendations to emerge from the independent 
review of Women’s Volleyball in Australia undertaken by 
Bob Crudgington in 2005/06. 
 
VTAW High Performance Steering Committee 
In July 2007, the AVF Board endorsed the terms of refer-
ence for a Volleyball Team Australia Women (VTAW) High 
Performance Steering Committee (HPSC) whose primary 
role would be to assist AVF staff to plan and implement a 
range of initiatives that would contribute to the rebuilding of 
the Women’s National Program. Special thanks must go to 
the following people who nominated themselves and were 
subsequently appointed by the Board as technical repre-
sentatives to the HPSC: 
♦ Jenny Becker (QLD); 
♦ Amanda Fielding (QLD); 
♦ Boris Georgieff (QLD); 
♦ Sue Jenkins (ACT); 
♦ Pauline Manser (WA); and 
♦ Ross Sullivan (VIC). 
 
The HPSC met face-to-face and by telephone on a semi-
regular basis throughout the year and contributed signifi-
cantly to the development and delivery of the following key 
initiatives: 
 
Women’s Australian Volleyball League 

The HPSC worked closely with senior AVF staff to review 
and revise the structure of the Women’s Australian Volley-
ball League (AVL). As a result of these discussions, it was 
agreed that Women’s AVL should be moved to the middle 
of the year and that the competition format should be 
changed to include a series of ‘grand prix-style’ tourna-
ments in order to facilitate the selection of the Women’s 
National Team for international competition in that year and 
to maximise the number of games that selected athletes 
were able to play ahead of the National Team’s engage-
ment in international competition.  
 

State-Based Intensive Training Centres 

In addition to the above, it was agreed that the number of 
Women’s AVL teams would be limited to one per state in 
each of the larger states around Australia. This was to en-
sure that the best female athletes in each state were train-
ing and playing together as much as possible and it was 
anticipated that this would help to improve the strength of 
AVL clubs and the competition over time. 
 
The AVF called for state-based organisations to tender for 
the rights to be the sole AVL club in their respective states. 
As part of the tender process, organisations were required 
to address a number of critical areas determined by the 
HPSC including the provision of: 

VOLLEYBALL TEAM AUSTRALIA WOMEN 
2006 PROFESSIONAL PLAYER  

CONTRACTS 

 

Lauren Bertolacci France 
Tolotear Lealamanua Germany 
Anna Maycock France 
Rowena Morgan Netherlands 
 
2006 US College Players 
Rachel Rourke Oregon State 
Rebecca Walter George Mason 
Tara West Washington 
 State 
 
PLAYER AWARDS 

 
Anna Maycock (SA) 
Most Outstanding Female Player 
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♦ A suitable ‘elite-focused’ daily training environment; 
♦ Appropriately qualified and experienced coaching 

staff; 
♦ Adequate talent identification and recruitment; 
♦ Basic sports science/medicine services and support; 

and 
♦ Management and financial support for athletes. 
 
As a result of the tender process, 5 organisations were se-
lected to participate in the 2007 season of Women’s AVL: 
 
1. Just Maintenance Services Queensland Women’s 

Volleyball Team (delivered by Volleyball Queensland); 
2. Centacare Adelaide Rangers Women’s Volleyball 

Team (delivered by Volleyball South Australia in part-
nership with the South Australian Sports Institute and 
Mt. Lofty Rangers Volleyball Club); 

3. Monash/Melbourne University Blues Women’s Volley-
ball Team (delivered through a partnership between 
Monash and Melbourne Universities); 

4. Western Australia Women’s Volleyball Team 
(delivered by Volleyball Western Australia); and 

5. UTS/Sydney University Women’s Volleyball Team 
(delivered through a partnership between the Univer-
sity of Technology Sydney and Sydney University). 

 
VTAW CAMPS/COMPETITIONS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES 

 
In addition to the redevelopment of the Women’s AVL com-
petition and assisting with the process of determining which 
organisations/clubs would participate in the same, the HPSC 
also played a critical role in: 
 
♦ Tracking the performances and development of tar-

geted senior female athletes, particularly those play-
ing professionally or in colleges overseas; 

♦ Determining the schedule of domestic camp and inter-
national competition opportunities that would be the 
focus of the Women’s National program/VTAW in 
2007 (i.e. conducted after 1 July 2007); 

♦ The appointment of AVF Women’s National Technical 
Director, Jenny Becker, and Women’s National 
Coach, Amanda Fielding. 

 
There is no doubt that the process of rebuilding a strong, 
internationally-competitive Women’s National Program is 
going to be slow and challenging. Significant progress has 
been made, however, by the VTAW HPSC and other key 
supporters of Women’s Volleyball in Australia to date, and 
with continued support of the AVF and its Member States 
this progress can continue to be built upon in the years to 
come.  
 
 

 
SUPPORTERS/SPONSORS 

 
The major supporters of the Program 
are the Australian Sports Commission 
and the Australian Olympic Commit-
tee. 
 
Molten supplied balls for training and 
domestic competition. 
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The National Junior Program consisted of four age groups 
in the period 2006 – 2007.  (Age groups are designated by 
the year in which the oldest players are born.)  For the 
2006 – 2007 period, the following teams trained and/or 
competed: 87 National Junior Men and 88 National Junior 
Women, 89 National Youth Boys and the 90 National Youth 
Girls.  The groups are based around a rotating schedule, 
the centrepieces of which are the Asian Championships for 
Junior and Youth and the World Youth and Junior Champi-
onships should the teams qualify.  These tournaments are 
held every two years. 

NATIONAL JUNIOR PROGRAM 
MEN’S ACTIVITIES 
Junior Trans Tasman, Canberra & Nowra, 
NSW 
16/7 – 22/7/2006 
87 – 88 & 89 – 90 Groups 
14 athletes participated 
 
China Jnr Men Friendly Series, Canberra 
2/9 – 8/9/2006 
87 – 88 Group 
12 athletes participated 
 
13th Asian Junior Men’s Volleyball Champi-
onship, Iran 
10/9 – 22/9/2006 
87 – 88 Group 
12 athletes participated 
 
Training Camp, Bendigo 
8/12 – 14/12/2005 
89 – 90 Group 
30 athletes participated 
 
6th Asian Youth Boy’s Volleyball Champion-
ship & Preparation camp, Canberra & Ma-
laysia 
14/5 – 29/5/2007 

 

WOMEN’S ACTIVITIES  
Training Camp, Canberra 
16/7 – 19/7/2006 
88 – 89 Group 
10 athletes participated 
 
13th Asian Junior Women’s Volleyball Cham-
pionship & Preparation camp, Thailand 
26/9 – 11/10/2006 
88 – 89 Group 
12 athletes participated 
 
Junior Trans Tasman, New Zealand 
20/9 – 26/9/2006 
90 – 91 Group 
12 athletes participated 
 
Training Camp, Bendigo 
8/12 – 14/12/2005 
90 – 91 Group 
48 athletes participated 
 
6th Asian Youth Girl’s Volleyball Champion-
ship & Preparation camp, Thailand 
1/5 – 16/5/2007 
90 – 91 Group 
12 athletes participated 
 
Arafura Games, darwin 
11/5 – 20/5/2007 
90 – 91 Group 
12 athletes participated 
 
 

STAFF 

The following coaches and/or managers attended camps 
and tours in 2006-2007: 
 
Jenny Becker (QLD) 90 Head Coach/AVF WNTD 
Stephen Benson (VIC) 87 Coach/AVF Scholarship 
 Coach 
Russell Borgeaud (QLD) AIS/VTAM Head Coach 
Steven Burton (QLD) 89 Coach 
Roger Darkins (SA) 87 Assistant Coach 
Colin Faulkner (VIC) 88 Physiotherapist 
Angela Flakelar (TAS) 90 Coach 
Ben Gibson (VIC) 89 Coach 
Boris Georgieff (QLD) 90 Coach 
Rachel Georgieff (QLD) 88 Coach 
Teresa Henderson (QLD) 90 Coach 
Dan Higgins (VIC) 88 Head Coach 
Dan Ilott (VIC) 87 Head Coach 
Sue Jenkins (VIC) 90 Coach 
Matt Jones (QLD) 90 Coach 
Karl Lim (VIC) Coach 
Craig Marshall (SA) AIS/TABV Men’s Coach 
Andrew McCaskill (QLD) 89 Coach 
Simon Naismith (SA) SASI Head Coach 
Phong Nguyen (VIC) Manager 
Indra Reinpuu (SA) SASI Development Coach 
Gary Roberts (VIC) 88 Assistant Coach 
Greg Schneiders (VIC) 89 Coach 
Andrew Strugnell (ACT) AIS/VTAM Assistant Coach 
Ross Sullivan (VIC) 90 Coach 
Greg Tompos (USA) 89 Assistant Coach 
Steve Tutton (SA) AIS/TABV Head Coach 
Jessica Vreulink (VIC) 88 Coach 
Tony Waddington (QLD) 89 Coach 
Darren Wilson (QLD) 89 Head Coach 
Allan Young (QLD) 90 Assistant Coach 
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87 JUNIOR MEN’S SQUAD 

The first half of the 2006-07 year proved to be a busy period for the 87 Junior Squad with three 
scheduled activities during this competition phase of their development. 
 
“Murray Mansfield” Junior Trans Tasman Trophy  
The five match series was contested in Canberra, July 17 – 19, and Nowra, NSW, July 20 – 21 with a 
combined 89 Youth and 87 Junior team comprising primarily of AIS based athletes.  
 
Results: 
17/07/06 AUS – NZL 3 : 0 (25-23, 25-22, 25-14)  
18/07/06 AUS – NZL 3 : 0 (25-20, 25-15, 25-17)  
19/07/06 AUS – NZL 0 : 3 (25-25, 21-25, 24-26)  
20/07/06 AUS – NZL 3 : 2 (21-25, 25-23, 22-25, 25-14, 15-12)  
21/07/06 AUS – NZL 3 : 2 (25-20, 23-25, 23-25, 25-19, 15-9)  
 
AUS wins series 4 - 1  
 
Series versus Chinese Junior Men 

A five match friendly series against the Chinese Junior Men in Canberra, September 2 – 9 in prepa-
ration for the 13th Asian Junior Men’s Volleyball Championships won by China 5 – 0.   Australian 
Head Coach, Dan Ilott, was pleased with the team’s performance considering four of the usual start-
ing six players were unavailable for the series.  
 
Series results: 
03/09/06 AUS – CHN 0 : 3 (17-25, 22–25, 21–25) 
04/09/06 AUS – CHN 1 : 3 (21-25, 19–25, 25–18, 17-25)  
05/09/06 AUS – CHN 1 : 3 (21-25, 19–25, 25–22, 16-25) 
07/09/06 AUS – CHN 1 : 3 (20-25, 19–25, 28-26, 16-25)  
08/09/06 AUS – CHN 0 : 3 (19-25, 16–25, 22-25) 
 
13th Asian Junior Men’s Volleyball Championships, Iran 

Given the number of teams entered in the competition, the top 4 seeded teams gained automatic 
entry to the quarterfinals, therefore Australia had to finish top of their pool to progress to the quarterfi-
nals, which they did with wins against Sri Lanka and United Arab Emirates. 
 
With five athletes from the next age group, 89 National Youth Boy’s, the quarterfinal round was al-
ways going to tough given the overall inexperience of the team. In the 5th – 8th round the team played 
China and Qatar with their result against Korea being carried over.  Unfortunately, Australian lost to 
China after taking the first set with a commanding 25-19 score line. 
 
In its final match, the team defeated Qatar in four sets to finish a credible 7th place in the 16 team 
tournament.  This was a significant achievement for the team given that it comprised of six athletes 
(five youth age – born 1989 or later) who were competing in their first ever Asian Championship at 
Youth (U19) or Junior level.   
 
Though the team lacked experience with five regular starters unavailable for selection, the young 
Aussies were still able to better it’s performance at the Asian Youth Boy’s Championships the year 
earlier where the team finished 8th. 
 

Pool matches: 
13/09/06 AUS – SRI 3 : 0 (25-19, 25–16, 25–20) 
15/09/06 AUS – UAE 3 : 2 (23-25, 25–23, 23–25, 25-19, 16-14) 
Quarterfinal (1st – 8th) pool matches: 
16/09/06 AUS – JPN 0 : 3 (20-25, 20–25, 21–25) 
17/09/06 AUS – KOR 0 : 3 (21-25, 21-25, 17-25) 
18/09/06 AUS – IND 1 : 3 (15-25, 25-22, 23-25, 21-25)  
Final (5th – 8th) round matches: 
20/09/06 AUS – CHN 1 : 3  (25-19, 15-25, 17-25, 18-25) 
21/09/06 AUS – QAT 3 : 1 (25-22, 21-25, 26-24, 25-23) 
 

Final Ranking (Top 8) 
1st Iran 
2nd Japan 
3rd India 
4th Chinese Taipei 
5th China 
6th Korea 
7th Australia 
8th  Qatar 
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88 JUNIOR WOMEN’S SQUAD 

For the Junior Women’s Squad the year began with a three and a half day selection camp at the 
Australian Institute of Sport following the completion of the Australian Junior Volleyball Champion-
ships in Canberra, July 9 – 15. The purpose of the camp was to select players for the touring side to 
Thailand to contest the 13th Asian Junior Women’s Volleyball Championship. 
 
The Team travelled to Nakhon Ratchasima, Thailand on September 26th for a three-day training 
camp ahead of the Championships, which saw 12 nations from Asia vie for the two available berths 
to the World Championships in 2007 and to be crowned as Asian champions. 
 
Australia lost their first game against Japan, and came out to win it’s next game against Singapore in 
straight sets, guaranteeing itself a top eight finish for the championships. 
 
In the second round Australia was defeated by New Zealand. In the quarterfinals, the Australia faced 
the might of the tall and dynamic Chinese team who had yet to lose a set in the tournament. Unfortu-
nately, for the Aussie girls China was just too dominant in the contest. 
 
With consistent play and dynamic attack, the strong Korean side took out Semi final 5th—8th match 
in straight sets and relegated the Aussie girls to the 7th/8th playoff against archrivals New Zealand. 
 
Having lost to the Kiwis earlier in the tournament  the team was determined not to lose to them again.  
However, New Zealand rushed out of the blocks in the first set with a comfortable 25-13 score line 
riddled with Australian errors. The second and third sets saw a more settled Australian team reduce 
its error rate and take the ascendancy to take out the sets and lead the match 2 sets to 1.  However, 
the fourth set saw a resurgent Kiwi side take out the set 25-19 to take the match to a deciding fifth 
set.  In a thrilling fifth set, the Aussie girls were able to again reduce their errors and subsequently 
take out the set 21-19 and finished the tournament in 7th place ahead of their Trans Tasman rivals. 
 
The result was a very pleasing one for the coaching staff given the team featured seven athletes con-
testing their first ever Asian Youth/Junior championships. 
Pool matches: 
01/10/06 AUS – JPN 0 : 3 (12-25, 14-25, 13-25)  
03/10/06 AUS – SIN 3 : 0 (25-17, 25-20, 25-15) 
Second Round: 
04/10/06 AUS – THA 0 : 3 (13-25, 12-25, 17-25) 
05/10/06 AUS – NZL 1 : 3 (25-22, 17-25, 22-25, 24-26) 
Quarterfinals (1st – 8th): 
07/10/06 AUS – CHN 0 : 3 (12-25, 5-25, 16-25) 
Semi-Finals (5th – 8th): 
08/10/06 AUS – KOR 0 : 3 (10-25, 15-25, 20-25) 
7th/8th Playoff: 
09/10/06 AUS – NZL 3 : 2 (13-25, 25-20, 25-17, 19-25, 21-19) 
 
89 YOUTH BOY’S SQUAD 
For the 89 National Youth Boy’s, the year commenced with the December training and selection 
camp in Bendigo for  30 athletes.  Prior to this, a select number of athletes based at the Australian 
Institute of Sport were selected to compete in the National Junior Men’s Team in the 2006 “Murray 
Mansfield” Trophy Series and the 13th Asian Junior Men’s Volleyball Championship over in Tehran, 
Iran due to the unavailability of a number of 87 Junior athletes.   
 
On May 11th, the Australian Youth Men's Team assembled at the AIS for a two day training camp 
ahead of the 6th Asian Youth Boy's Volleyball Championship in Malaysia. With the solid training 
block at the AIS, the Team excelled in their first three pool matches beating India, host country Ma-
laysia and Hong Kong. Following a rest day, the Aussie boy's then played Japan.  Unfortunately, af-
ter a dominant first set (25-17), Japan fought back gallantly to win the next two sets. In the fourth set, 
both teams were engaged in point-to-point exchanges.  Eventually, Japan managed to secure the 
match by winning the set 25-23. 
 
With India, Japan and Australia all with 7 points, the point win/loss ratio from their pool matches were 
taken into consideration to determine their ranking. India had a 1.28 point ratio to be the top rank 

 
Final Ranking (Top 8) 
1st  China 
2nd  Japan 
3rd  Chinese Taipei 
4th  Thailand 
5th  South Korea 
6th  Vietnam 
7th  Australia 
8th  New Zealand 
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team, Japan ranked second with a 1.20 point ratio compared to Australia’s 1.18 point ratio.  
 
Australia crossed with China in the quarter finals for a spot in the semi finals. Unfortunately, China 
defeated the Aussie boy’s in straight sets relegating Australia to the 5th – 8th classification pool. 
 
Chinese Taipei was able to defeat the Aussies boy’s in their 5th – 8th semi final. Disappointed with 
their recent losses, the Australia boy’s came out fighting in their final match against host team Malay-
sia for the 7th/8th playoff.  In a tight match that was only separated by 1 point in the end, Australia was 
able to defeat their Malaysian rivals to secure a credible 7th place in the tournament. 
 
Pool results: 
19/05/07 AUS – IND 3 : 1 (22-25, 25-23, 25-23, 25-20) 
20/05/07 AUS – MAS 3 : 0 (25-22, 25-13, 25-16) 
21/05/07 AUS – HKG 3 : 0 (25-16, 25-11, 25-16) 
23/05/07 AUS – JPN 1 – 3 (25-17, 16-25, 17-25, 23-25) 
Quarter Final (1st – 8th): 
25/05/07 AUS - CHN 0 : 3 (18-25, 20-25, 20-25) 
Semi Final (5th – 8th): 
26/05/07 AUS - TPE 0 : 3 (25-27, 16-25, 27-29) 
7th/8th Playoff: 
27/05/07 AUS - MAS 3 : 1 (29-27, 25-20, 27-29, 25-23) 
 
90 YOUTH GIRL’S SQUAD 

The 90 National Youth Girl’s Squad commenced the year in September with the “Jenny Kirk” Junior 
Trans Tasman Series in New Zealand.   New Zealand won the series 5 – 0, the young Aussies can 
take to heart that the series was a great learning experience for the Team ahead of the 6th Asian 
Youth Girl’s Volleyball Championships in May 2007, Thailand. 
 
Results: 
21/09/06 AUS – NZL 0 - 3 (16-25, 9-25, 18-25)  
22/09/06 AUS – NZL 2 - 3 (10-25, 25-17, 18-25, 25-19, 6-15) 
23/09/06 AUS – NZL 1 - 3 (13-25, 12-25, 26-24, 15-25)  
24/09/06 AUS – NZL 0 - 3 (21-25, 24-26, 11-25) 
25/09/06 AUS – NZL 1 - 3 (19-25, 27-25, 12-25, 19-25) 
 
The girls attended a selection camp in Bendigo in December 2006.  The second half of the 2006-07 
year saw the squad form two teams; an “A” team that competed at the 6th Asian Youth Girl’s Volley-
ball Championship in Thailand and a “B” team that competed in the 2007 edition of the Arafura 
Games in Darwin. 
 
On May 1, the Australian Youth Girl’s Team departed Australia for Kamphaeng Phet, Thailand for a 
two day preparation camp ahead of the 6th Asian Youth Girls’ Volleyball Championship.  The training 
camp allowed the team to acclimatise to the playing conditions and the speed and dynamic style of 
play that is characteristic of “Asian volleyball” through scrimmage matches against local sides. 
 
In their first match, the Australian’s fought Sri Lanka in a nervous five set encounter that saw the 
team stumble at the post when both teams were level at 13-all to lose the match 15-13 in the fifth.  
Though the team as a whole improved as the tournament progressed, the team was unable to se-
cure a victory against their more experienced oppositions and finished the tournament in 8th position. 
 
AUS match results: 
07/05/07 AUS – SRI 2 : 3 (20-25, 25-18, 23-25, 25-21, 13-15) 
08/05/07 AUS – KOR 0 : 3 (12-25, 11-25, 16-25) 
09/05/07 AUS – CHN 0 : 3 (6-25, 13-25, 8-25) 
10/05/07 AUS – IND 0 : 3 (19-25, 21-25, 20-25) 
12/05/07 AUS – TPE 0 : 3 (14-25, 14-25, 14-25) 
13/05/07 AUS – THA 0 : 3 (7-25, 22--25, 23-25) 
14/05/07 AUS – JPN 0 : 3 (7-25, 4-25, 6-24) 
 
 

Final rankings: 
1st Iran   
2nd India   
3rd China   
4th Korea   
5th Japan   
6th Chinese Taipei   
7th Australia   
8th Malaysia   
9th Thailand   
10th Sri Lanka   
11th Hong Kong 

Final Rankings: 
 
1st Japan 
2nd Korea 
3rd China 
4th Chinese Taipei 
5th Thailand 
6th India 
7th Sri Lanka 
8th Australia 
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In addition to sending a team to the 6th Asian Youth Girls’ Volleyball Championship, an Australian 
Youth Girl’s Team competed in the 2007 Arafura Games in Darwin, May 12 – 19 against teams from  
Macau, New Caledonia, East Timor, South Australia and Northern Territory. Sue Jenkins, took on the 
mantle of coaching the side with Angela Flakelar assisting. 
 
The Australian Youth Girl’s Team made their Arafura Games debut against a combined Macau na-
tional youth and junior side in a four set encounter, they then played against South Adelaide, who 
boasted ex-VTAW athletes Alicia Davidge and Fleur Holmes.  The game started nervously for the 
young Aussie girls against their more cohesive opposition who, from the start, applied strong pres-
sure with their serve and their overall consistent game play and experience to take out the match in 
straight sets. 
 
Following a rest day and a comprehensive three hour training session the young Aussie girl’s played 
their third match of the tournament against the host side Northern Territory which they dominated 
from the outset taking out the match in straight sets. 
 
Game 4 was against the free flowing New Caledonians who relied on their athleticism and flair to 
confound their opponents.  The Aussie girls were faced with strong serving and good hitting and 
were taken by surprise by the speed at which their opposition was able to transition from defence to 
attack. While adjusting to the hitting the Aussies were slow to adjust to the tip offensive the New 
Caledonians used near the end of the first set and throughout the match. 
 
Needing to win their final pool match against East Timor to progress through to the semi finals, the 
young Aussie girl’s came out fighting but strong serving from the East Timorese kept them in front 
throughout the set.  Down 20-23, Karley Hynes was able to side-out on a transition play that brought 
her back to serve.  Strong jump serving brought the scores level at 23-all, however a service error 
and a service ace to East Timor sealed the set.  Determined to make it to the semi finals the Aussie 
girl’s took the ascendancy and won the next three sets and a chance to take out a medal. 
 
The semi finals against South Adelaide proved to be a repeat of their last encounter with the domi-
nant South Adelaide side taking out the match in straight sets. 
 
In the Bronze medal play-off, Australia drew Macau.  Having scouted the opposition well and after 
starting nervously the girls were able to counter the predictable cross court hitting with well formed 
blocks. The Macau  team then began challenging the floor defence of the Aussie girls with tips and 
off speed blocks and the girls were unable to adjust quickly enough to take out the set 25-16.  The 
second set was characterised by the dominance of the hard float serves from Macau that gave them 
an unassailable 15-4 lead early in the set, which they won comfortably 25-11.  Though the third set 
saw the Australian’s take it to Macau, it was still not enough as the experience and patience of the 
Macau side was able to maintain the pressure on the young Australian side to take out the set 25-19 
and the match. 
 
Through the Arafura Games experience, the Aussie girls have been exposed to a variety of playing 
styles and have been able to take away many valuable lessons from this tournament. The girls ac-
knowledge there is still a lot of work to be done in terms of their own individual developments and all 
are keen to return to the international stage. 
 
AUS match results: 
12/05/07 AUS – MAC 1 : 3 (19-25, 26-24, 14-25, 13-25) 
13/05/07 AUS - SA 0 : 3 (16-25, 22-25, 15-25) 
15/05/07 AUS - NT 3 : 0 (25-20, 25-20, 25-19) 
16/05/07 AUS – NCL 0 : 3 (17-25, 13-25, 17-25) 
16/05/07 AUS – TLS 3 : 1 (23-25, 25-16, 25-22, 25-18) 
Semi Final (1 v 4): 
18/05/07 AUS – SA 0 : 3 (16-25, 19-25, 19-25)  
Bronze play-off: 
19/05/07 AUS – MAC 0 : 3 (16-25, 10-25, 19,25) 
 
 
 

Final Rankings: 
1st New Caledonia 
2nd South Adelaide 
3rd Macau 
4th Australia 
5th Northern Territory 
6th East Timor 
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The AIS/AVF Beach Volleyball National Centre of Excel-
lence is a program of the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS), 
the Australian Volleyball Federation (AVF) and the South 
Australian Sport Institute (SASI).  
 
The Adelaide based program provides support for elite 
Beach Volleyball athletes in a full-time training environment 
with access to world class coaching, sports science and 
medicine facilities and equipment. The program welcomed 
eight new athletes to join five returning athletes in 2006/07, 
in the program’s second year under its new structure.  
 
The AVF was successful in their funding proposal to the 
Australian Sports Commission (ASC) to set up a National 
Talent Identification & Development (NTID) program for 
targeted female athletes. Primarily this is to establish a tal-
ent transfer program that will assist targeted female ath-
letes with the potential to achieve medal results at the 2012 
Olympic Games to transition successfully from Indoor to 
Beach. These athletes are offered residential or camps-
based scholarships with the AIS/AVF Beach Volleyball pro-
gram. The inaugural athletes chosen were Heike Jensen, 
Becchara Palmer, Alice Rohkamper and Eileen Ro-
manowski. 
 
The program also welcomed new AVF scholarship coach 
Michael Nelson to its ranks. Made possible by the ASC 
National Coaching Scholarship Program and also sup-
ported by AVF, the scholarship provides Michael with expo-
sure and experience in all areas of elite coaching including 
technical and tactical trends of the International game, as 
well as the full gamut of sport science and medicine ser-
vices. 
 
COMPETITION 

At the completion of the 2006 International season, Nicole 
Sanderson and Kylie Gerlic, two of Australia’s experienced 
senior athletes announced their retirement from Interna-
tional competition. 
 
The latter half of the 2006 FIVB World Tour was used to 
strategically place our senior athletes in the best position to 
start the 2007 FIVB World Tour with Main Draw status, as 
the qualification process for the Olympic Games com-
menced on 1 January 2007 and finishes on 20 July 2008. 
With the priority of achieving many Olympic qualification 
results in 2007, our senior teams of Barnett/Cook and 
Schacht/Slack commenced the 2007 FIVB World Tour with 
powerful performances. Barnett/Cook won the Korean 
World Tour event in only their third International tourna-
ment as a team while Schacht/Slack started the European 
section of the World Tour with a fourth placing in Croatia. 
These final appearances along with other strong perform-
ances has put both teams on track to record performances 
which will place our teams in a secure position for the 2008 
Beijing Olympic Games. 

TEAM AUSTRALIA BEACH 
THE STAFF 
Steve Tutton   Head Coach 
Craig Marshall Men’s Coach 
Carlos Galletti  Women’s Coach 
Lyndie Harrison  Sport Coordinator 
Michael Nelson  Scholarship Coach 
 

2006/07 SCHOLARSHIP HOLDERS  
Tamsin Barnett 
Samuel Boehm 
Natalie Cook 
Justin Feuerriegel 
Trent Irwin 
Heike Jensen 
Summer Lochowicz 
Chris McHugh 
Becchara Palmer 
Alice Rohkamper 
Eileen Romanowski 
Andrew Schacht 
Joshua Slack 
 
AIS / AVF scholarship athletes transitioned 
at the end of their 05/06 scholarship 
Martin Suan 
John Byron 
Travis Moran 
Alister Lyne 
Kylie Gerlic 
Stacey Kloeden 
Nicole Sanderson 

 
PROGRAMME CONSULTANTS 
Medical 
Dr James Ilic  
 
Athlete Career & Education (ACE) 
Brendan Tammo  
 
Massage 
Milosh Stjelja  
Fiona Messner  
  
Nutrition / Dietician  
Olivia Warnes  
 
Performance Analysis 
Tim Rawlins  
Alexis Lebedew  
 
Sports Sciences  
Pitre Bourdon Physiology 
Jason Swan Physiotherapy 
Greg Diment Psychology 
Michael Riggs Strength & Conditioning 
Dr Alex Markou Skin Cancer 
 
AIS management team 
Phil Borgeaud AIS Assistant Director 
Don Cameron AIS Group Sport Manager 
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A targeted competitive schedule was established 
for all AIS/AVF scholarship athletes to expose the 
developing athletes to the International competi-
tive environment while maximising this experi-
ence with the events location. Exposure to the 
Olympic qualification process as well as experi-
ence of the mental and technical challenges of 
the highest level of Beach Volleyball was an inte-
gral part of their overall development. 
 
SWATCH-FIVB World Tour  

In total Australian men’s teams competed in four-
teen of the sixteen events (no participation in 
Mexico Open 2006 or Brazil Open 2006), and 
Australian Women’s teams competed in all six-
teen World Tour events in the second half of 
2006 and the first half of 2007. During this period, 
there were a number of other Australian athletes 
who gained a World Tour experience by partici-
pating in a few events at their own expense. In 
total there were six male athletes.  
 
2006 SWATCH-FIVB WORLD TOUR SEASON 
Team   Finish FIVB Points 
 
June 27-July 2 - Norway GS – Double gender 
Cook/Sanderson 9th  320 
Lochowicz/Barnett 9th  320 
Gerlic/Kloeden 33rd  40 
Schacht/Slack 25th  80 
Suan/Byron  41st  24 
 
July 4-9 - France Open – Double gender 

Cook/Sanderson 9th  240 
Gerlic/Kloeden 25th  60 
Suan/Byron  33rd  30 
 
July 12-16 - Canada Open – Double gender 
Cook/Sanderson 9th  240 
Lochowicz/Barnett 17th  120 
Gerlic/Kloeden 25th  60 
Schacht/Slack 9th  240 
Suan/Byron  33rd  30 
Prosser/Richardson 17th  120 
Zunker/Hannan 41st  18 
 
July 19-23 - Russia Open – Double gender 
Lochowicz/Barnett 9th  240 
Gerlic/Kloeden 25th  60 
Schacht/Slack 7th  300 
Suan/Byron  33rd  30 
Prosser/Richardson 17th  120 
 
July 25-30 - France Grand Slam – Double gender 
Cook/Sanderson 17th  160 
Lochowicz/Barnett 33rd  40 
Gerlic/Kloeden 33rd  40 
Schacht/Slack 17th  160 
Prosser/Richardson 33rd  40 
 
August 2-6 - Austria Grand Slam – Double gender 
Cook/Sanderson 17th  160 
Lochowicz/Barnett 25th  80 
Gerlic/Kloeden 41st  24 

Schacht/Slack 17th  160 
Prosser/Richardson 41st  24 
 
August 9-13 - Poland Open, Stare Jablonki – Men 

Schacht/Slack 9th  240 
Prosser/Richardson 41st  18 
 
August 30-September 3 - Poland Open, Warsaw – Women 
Rohkamper/Palmer 33rd  30 
 
September 13-17 - Portugal Open - Women 
Cook/Sanderson 13th  180 
 
September 26-October 1 - Brazil Open – Double gender 
Cook/Sanderson 17th  120 
 
November 1-5 - Thailand Open – Women 
Cook/Sanderson 17th  120 
 
2007 SWATCH-FIVB WORLD TOUR SEASON 

May 1-6 - China Open – Double gender 
Schacht/Slack 13th  180 
Wyer/Smith  41st  18 
Cook/Barnett  7th 300 
Lochowicz/Jensen 33rd  30 
Rohkamper/Romanowski 41st  18 
 
May 8-12 - Bahrain Open – Men 

Schacht/Slack 13th  180 
Wyer/Smith  57th  6 
 
May 23-27 - Singapore Open – Women 
Cook/Barnett  9th  240 
Lochowicz/Jensen 33rd  30 
Palmer/Romanowski 41st  18 
 
May 23-27 - Italy Open – Men 
Wyer/Smith  57th  6 
 
May 30-June 3 - Korea Open – Women 
Cook/Barnett  1st  600 
Lochowicz/Jensen 33rd  30 
Palmer/Romanowski 41st  18 
 
June 6-10 - Croatia Open – Men 

Schacht/Slack 4th  420 
Wyer/Smith  41st  18 
 
June 6-10 - Poland Open – Women 
Cook/Barnett  5th  360 
Lochowicz/Jensen 41st  18 
 
June 12-17 - Portugal Open – Double gender 

Schacht/Slack 13th  180 
Wyer/Smith  57th  6 
 
Lochowicz/Jensen 41st  18 
 
June 19-24 - France Grand Slam – Double gender 
Schacht/Slack 17th  160 
Cook/Barnett  5th  480 
Lochowicz/Jensen 41st  24 
 
June 26-July 1 - Norway Grand Slam – Double gender 
Schacht/Slack 17th 160 
Cook/Barnett  5th 480 
Lochowicz/Jensen 33rd 40 
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MOST OUTSTANDING MALE BEACH PLAYER – JOSH SLACK 
 
Josh, in combination with team-mate Andrew Schacht, finished the 2006 FIVB World Tour season 
with three top ten finishes from the last five events. With Olympic Qualification starting in 2007 it was 
critical for the team to finish the 2006 season in a strong strategic position, which they did.  
 
Using the 2006-07 National Beach Volleyball Tour as preparation for Olympic qualification, the team 
finished 2nd in Manly and Port Macquarie, 3rd in Glenelg and won in Melbourne, before they had to 
withdraw from the last two events of the season due to injury. However Josh had dominated the tour 
through his aggressive serving and intimidating blocking; his team was the only team to play in all the 
finals of the tour until their withdrawal. 
 
With the 2007 FIVB World Tour season starting the process for Olympic qualification, Australia’s 
No.1 Men’s team was determined to start the season with some excellent results. With a 13th in 
China and Bahrain, the team returned to Australia to re-affirm the commitment, work ethic and atti-
tude required to beat the World’s best.  After travelling to Europe via the US for the third event of the 
season in Croatia, the team fought like warriors to secure a semi-final appearance by winning four 
games straight. Josh was instrumental in the team’s victory against the Brazilian team of Fabio/
Marcio, the No.2 team in the World. 
 
Josh Slack is renowned for his jumping ability and has worked hard on his game physically, techni-
cally and tactically. His dedication and commitment is and will always be one of his strengths. It has 
been improvements in other parts of his game that has had the biggest impact on the team and him-
self. A team focused approach to all his volleyball endeavours has allowed Josh to show greater 
leadership and communication skills in training and in games, particularly in the heat of the battle. 
Josh’s subtle change in attitude combined with a mentally stronger approach to be more resilient and 
mature under the demands of playing and beating the best in the world has led to a more confident 
team. With Josh asking the question ‘What does the team need me to do now?’ it has led to a signifi-
cant improvement in his ability to deliver his skills with purpose and direction when the pressure is 
on. 
 
Josh plays an important role in a team whose game style is determined by physical features of 
speed, power and control while mixing it with mental characteristics of composure, trust and belief. It 
has been Josh’s improved ability to play his role for the team and to shoulder more responsibility 
therefore lifting his work rate to the highest of levels that has seen Josh have an outstanding year.  
 

Josh Slack—on the Vodaphone Beach Volleyball Tour photo courtesy of Delly Carr Sportshoot Photography 
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MOST OUTSTANDING FEMALE BEACH PLAYER – NATALIE COOK 
 
The season 2006-2007 was remarkable for Natalie Cook due to her crucial decisions to make big 
changes to her career. After a change of coaches and partnership, she matched up with Tamsin Bar-
nett making a great combination of experience, talent, passion and willingness to make things hap-
pen. In Adelaide, Natalie went through a serious Strength and Conditioning program plus skill devel-
opment process on certain areas of her game, which shows her “desire for the new “ to accomplish 
her goals. 
 
The 2007 season started with a 7th place in China, after a short period of preparation due to Nat’s 
knee injury during the pre-season. Both Natalie and Tamsin had showed great qualities as a team in 
the event. After the Singapore FIVB event the team knew that it was on the right track and achieved 
its first goal of becoming a solid Main draw team.  
 
Stepping up in first place on the podium in Korea was such a great moment for the team. For Tam-
sin, it was her first final on the FIVB tour and her first medal in International competition. For Natalie, 
it was her first gold medal since the FIVB Macau event in 2001. To top the event off Natalie was 
awarded as the Most Valuable Player of the tournament. 
 
During the whole season Natalie played a big role as a leader on and off the court, challenging and 
motivating everyone around her. It is also important to mention her ability to read the game plus her 
fighting spirit that put the best players in the world under pressure through the whole season. The 
impact that Natalie has had in the daily training environment in Adelaide with her positive attitude and 
her drive to always perform on the highest level has been recognised by all.  
 
The results achieved in this Olympic qualification process so far, by Natalie and Tamsin, were great 
but it wasn’t an easy path. They had to face many challenges, especially due to injuries but they 
have proven to be a very strong team mentally in tough situations and they have sent the message to 
the world that Australia once more is a strong candidate for the Gold medal in Beijing. 
 

Natalie Cook reaches for the ball on the Vodafone Beach Volleyball Tour photo courtesy of Delly Carr Sportshoot 
Photography 
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THE ANNUAL AVF BEACH VOLLEYBALL U21 

& U19 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS SELECTION 

CAMP  
10-13 April, 2007, Adelaide 

 
ATHLETES 

In total thirty-eight aged between 15–20 years 
attended the selection camp. 
 

STAFF 

Simon Naismith SASI Senior Coach/AVF Na-
tional  Junior Beach Volleyball Coach,  
Michael Nelson AVF Scholarship Coach 
Dan Illot  QAS Coach 
 
Expert input and direction  
Steve Tutton AIS/National Head Coach 
Craig Marshall AIS/National Men’s Coach 
Carlos Galletti AIS/National Women’s Coach .  
 
Other visiting coaches that assisted with the 
camp were Dieter Rohkamper, Johannah 
Rohkamper, Jenny Becker, Graeme Rose, Mar-
tin Suan and Simon Phillips. SASI Sports Sci-
ence/Sports Medicine staff also assisted with 
their respective areas of expertise, Annette East-
wood with Physiological Testing, Michael Riggs 
with Strength and Conditioning and Tim Rawlins 
with Performance Analysis.   
 
While the camp remained an important function 
of the selection process for the 2007 FIVB  World 
Beach Volleyball Championships for U21 & U19, 
it also provided an opportunity for all athletes of 
‘tomorrow’ to grow and develop their games by 
training with and against each other and gave 
athletes the opportunity to be in an elite training 
environment around senior National team ath-
letes and  coaches.  This gives the athletes an 
insight into the professionalism, attitude and 
commitment required to become a full-time Na-
tional senior athlete. 
 
The nature of the camp has evolved over recent 
years and this year was no exception. Athletes 
were given opportunities to learn and develop 
their game by taking on some of the skill models 
used by the elite beach athletes from the AIS/
AVF coaches giving a more technical focus to 
the sand sessions. 

21 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 2006 

AUGUST 23-27, 2006, MYSLOWICE - POLAND  

Becchara Palmer and Alice Rohkamper achieved 
a top ten result in the Main Draw. They lost their 
elimination match to Van Iersel/Wesselink of the 
Netherlands who cruised their respective pool 
without dropping a set and went on to win the 
Bronze medal. Despite losing the match, this was 
the girls’ best performance of the tournament. 
 
In the men’s competition, Sam Boehm and Brad 
Tutton finished in 19th place after one win and 
two losses in their pool play which eliminated 
them from the remaining competition. It’s worthy 
to note that the teams in their pool went on to fin-
ish first, third and fifth in the competition. 
 
Results  

Palmer/Rohkamper 9th  
Boehm/Tutton  19th  
 
Staff 

Simon Naismith (Head Coach),  
Matt Grinlaubs (Assistant Coach) 

NATIONAL JUNIOR PROGRAM—BEACH 
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U19 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 2006 

SEPTEMBER 5-10, 2006,  

HORSESHOE BAY - BERMUDA  

 
Becchara Palmer (SASI) and Alice Rohkamper (NSW) 
made history when they won Gold at the 2006 U19 
World Championships defeating the European Junior 
Champions from Netherlands, Van Iersel/Remmers. 
This was Australia’s first ever Gold medal at a World 
Championships at any level, in either discipline of the 
sport. 
The girls fought back from being down a set and 
16:14 in the second set. They clinched victory winning 
the second set and third sets in a sensational perform-
ance that was hindered by strong winds brought in by 
hurricane Florence. 
 
In the Men’s competition, Sam Boehm (SASI) and 
Trent Irwin (QAS) finished 9th after being overcome 
by the powerful Brazilians in the round of 16 knockout 
phase of the tournament. The young combination of 
Christopher McHugh (SASI) and Harrison Peacock 
(SASI) missed out on a Main Draw birth, losing in the 
last round of Qualification to finish 25th. 
 
Results  

Rohkamper/Palmer 1st  
Boehm/Irwin   9th  
McHugh/Peacock  25th  
 
Staff 

Simon Naismith (Head Coach),  
Johannah Rohkamper (Assistant Coach) 
 
 

Right, the girls listen to the Australian Anthem after 

receiving their medals, and below and below right 

they savour their win. 
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COMPETITION AND EVENTS  
The national volleyball competitions portfolio featured the following sanctioned Volleyball Australia 
events: 
 
• Australian Volleyball League (senior, indoor club-based national league) 
• Vodafone Beach Volleyball Tour (open age beach volleyball tour featuring domestic and inter-

national teams) 
• Australian Junior Volleyball Championships (national underage indoor competition featuring 

domestic teams and internationals on invitation) 
• Australian Junior Volleyball Championships and the Australian Junior Beach Masters Volley-

ball (a national underage beach championships and national participation beach champion-
ships) 

• Australian Volleyball Schools Cup (secondary school indoor teams event featuring domestic 
teams and internationals on invitation). 

 
The SS&A Under 15’s Australian Championships is an event hosted by State Volleyball NSW and 
endorsed by Volleyball Australia with minimal administrative support and resources provided to the 
running of this event.  
 
In addition, a number of international tours were hosted in Australia during the reporting period in-
cluding: 
 
• Australian Youth Men’s playing China Youth Men in Canberra 
• Australian Senior Men’s playing a tri-series between Argentina and Canada in Melbourne, 

Bendigo and Canberra 
 
These international series were delivered by the AIS Program staff in conjunction with the relevant 
State Volleyball Associations.  Minimal administrative support and resources were provided to the 
running of these tours this year. 
 
A proactive volleyballer has so many ways to engage with the sport, social or representative playing 
and officiating, spectating and following domestic and international news and events via television 
and the internet.  The internet proves the greatest challenge as the savvy user seeks out and de-
mands constant, up to date information from all over the volleyball world.  This past year has seen 
the continued development of competition websites to service the participants, schools, family and 
friends with relevant and up to date competition information.  New developments and functions will 
always be sought and introduced in an effort to meet the continuing demand of Australia’s volleyball 
community. 
 
As the national events portfolio continues to grow, the means of administering the events consis-
tently, addressing the needs of all stakeholders within each event and providing a long term perspec-
tive is more critical than ever.  In a number of areas, Volleyball Australia has excelled in its develop-
ment of pathways, infrastructure and resources – particularly referees.  In areas of coach education, 
club development and promotion of activities, there remains a need to improve service and consis-
tency of message within our events and for the messages being portrayed to the wider community. 
 
Our numerous event commissions have again provided a constant source of guidance and feedback 
from their respective stakeholders, continuing to provide a valuable link between the “consumers” of 
volleyball in Australia.   As the 2006/07 events season came to a close, it was evident that a long 
term strategy for the national events calendar is required.  The strategy must address athlete, refe-
ree, coach, volunteer and administrator development opportunities and defined pathways leading to 
realistic, attainable and valuable benefits associated with involvement in these pathways. 
 
It’s been a busy 12 months in national events and a report on the competitions and events follows 
 
Michelle Slack-Smith 
Competitions & Events Manager 
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EVENT REPORTS 

The EVENT 

Sixty teams converged on the Southern Cross Stadium, Tug-
geranong for the week long “national juniors” from 10—15 
July 2006.  The championship was hosted by Volleyball ACT, 
led by Holly Richardson, General Manager and a group of 
hard-working volunteers.  Featuring 224 matches across the 6 
days of the event, this year’s event proved the value of reli-
able competition management infrastructure and dedicated 
event staffing.  Appreciation is extended to the following key 
championship staff: 
 
Technical Delegate (Competition) : Kevin Dobson 
Technical Delegate (Referees) : Peter Lucas 
Competition Manager:  Holly Richardson 
Event Staff:  Gary Antognelli, Fiona Barons, Arne Jaques, 
Bradley Robb, Barbara Ross, Duc Do, Victor Amsteins 

Presidents Cup 
Queensland  
Victoria  
NSW 
SA 
WA 
ACT 
TAS 

Under 21 Men 
1st VIC 
2nd NSW 
3rd NZ 
4th WA 
5th SA 
6th QLD 
7th ACT 
8th TAS 
 
Under 19 Men 
1st QLD Maroon 
2nd VIC Blue 
3rd SA Red 
4th WA 
5th NZ 
6th NSW 
7th QLD White 
8th VIC Gold 
9th VIC White 
10th SA Blue 
11th ACT 
 
Under 17 Men 
1st QLD Maroon 
2nd SA Red 
3rd VIC Blue 
4th WA Gold 
5th NSW Sky 
6th WA Black 
7th SA Blue 
8th QLD White 
9th VIC White 
10th NSW Navy 
11th ACT 

12th SA Yellow 

Allstar 6 AWARDS 
Under 17 Women 
Queensland Maroon Courtney Martin 
Victoria Blue Danielle Horne 
South Australia Red Hannah Zantvoort 
South Australia Red Kim Wigg 
Victoria Blue Lena Skipper 
Queensland Maroon Rhiannon Tooker 
 
Under 17 Men 
Queensland Maroon Ben Bell 
South Australia Red Harrison Peacock 
Queensland Maroon Jordan Grenfell 
New South Wales Sky Oliver Konakoff 
Queensland Maroon Pat Mead 
South Australia Red Sascha Oehrli 
 
Under 19 Women 
New South Wales Alice Rohkamper 
South Australia Red Becchara Palmer 
Victoria Blue Danielle Stott 
New South Wales Gabrielle Woodhouse 
South Australia Red Jolanda Hazebroek 
Queensland Leigh McLennan 
 
Under 19 Men 
Queensland Maroon Adam White 
Victoria Blue Cedric Legrand 
South Australia Red Greg Sukochev 
Queensland Maroon Jarryd Christensen 
South Australia Red Sam Boehm 
Victoria Blue Will Lewis 
 
Under 21 Women 
Queensland Jillian McLeod 
South Australia Jo Healy 
Western Australia Nakita Kitson 
New South Wales Natalie Frostick 
Victoria Rebecca Walter 
Victoria Rhiannon Watt 
 
Under 21 Men 
9 Victoria Cameron Blewett 
7 Western Australia James Clinch 
12 South Australia Nathan Roberts 
12 New South Wales Paul Carroll 
4 Victoria Paul Sanderson 
11 Queensland Ulf Hellqvist 
 
Jeff Kostas Referee of the Championships   
Peter McCurdy ACT 

Under 21 Women 
1st VIC 
2nd NSW 
3rd QLD 
4th SA 
5th WA 
6th ACT 
 
Under 19 Women 
1st NSW 
2nd SA Red 
3rd QLD 
4th VIC Blue 
5th VIC White 
6th ACT 
7th WA 
8th SA Blue 
 
Under 17 Women 
1st QLD Maroon 
2nd NZ 
3rd VIC Blue 
4th NSW Navy 
5th NSW Sky 
6th SA Red 
7th WA Gold 
8th QLD White 
9th VIC White 
10th ACT 
11th SA Yellow 
12th WA Black 
13th SA Blue 
14th VIC Gold 
15th TAS 

Team Placings 

AUSTRALIAN JUNIOR VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS www.avf.org.au/AJVC 

Queensland; President’s Cup winners Photo courtesy of Digital Salvo  
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VODAFONE BEACH VOLLEYBALL TOUR 
www.beachvolleyballtour.com.au 
 

The EVENT 

The 2006/07 Tour was the final year 
of the Vodafone sponsorship; over 
the past three Summers, Vodafone’s 
naming rights sponsorship has contributed significantly to 
the enhancement of elite beach volleyball in the public con-
sciousness.  Participants and spectators alike around Aus-
tralia have had opportunities to experience dynamic, vi-
brant events in iconic Australian beach locations and regu-
lar television coverage.  Australia’s stellar performance on 
the international stage could not have been achieved with-
out the support of a high quality domestic tour.  Volleyball 
Australia expresses its thanks to Vodafone and Sportstage 
Events for their respective roles in promoting the Vodafone 
Beach Volleyball Tour over the past three Summers. 
 
The 2006/07 Tour was also an opportunity for some new 
and exciting partnerships to form, namely Natalie Cook and 
Tamsin Barnett who excelled during, and since, this year’s 
tour.  Josh Slack and Andrew Schacht continued to feature 
this season despite some recurring injuries and backed up 
this year’s tour with some well-earned international suc-
cesses.   
 
The conclusion of Australian Championships finals her-
alded the retirement of one of Australia’s greatest beach 
volleyballers, Nicole Sanderson.  After a decade competing 
at the highest levels, Nicole hangs up the bathers for a life 
after representative competition and we congratulate Nicole 
once again and thank her for her efforts and contribution to 
volleyball. 
 
Approximately 130,000 sun-seekers caught the action on 
the sand in the six event locations last Summer.  Manly 
beach was the first location of this year’s tour, attracting 
another large crowd across the weekend, before heading to 
the Far North Coast where Port Macquarie’s Town Beach 
drew constant numbers of spectators, most new to beach 
volleyball to the latest spectacle to come to town.  Glenelg 
Beach and St Kilda hosted events in January, followed by 
Scarborough Beach in WA.  The newly constructed ampit-
heatre provided an intimate setting for the show court and 
finals matches and shelter from the scorching WA sun.  
The Fremantle Doctor played havoc on Sunday with semi’s 
and finals but the players’ true skill was tested and proved 
that weekend.  Surfers Paradise hosted this year’s Austra-
lian Championships with another idyllic location playing 
back-drop to the event.  The boardwalk was a constant 
stream of spectators, samplers and locals alike.   
 
 Almost 1,000,000 television viewers enjoyed the sport 
from the comfort of their homes thanks to Channel Ten’s 
coverage of this year’s tour.  Five dedicated television 
shows featuring highlights of the rounds were beamed 
across the country between December 2006 and February 
2007.   

The RESULTS  
Round 1  
17-19 November 2006 Manly NSW 
1 Kirk Pitman (NZ)/Jason Lochhead (NZ) 
2 Josh Slack (SA)/Andrew Schacht (SA) 
 
1 Kylie Gerlic (SA)/Stacey Kloeden (SA) 
2 Kerri Pottharst (NSW)/Angie Akers (USA) 
 
Round 2  
15-17 December 2006 Port Macquarie NSW 
1 Hans Stolfus (USA)/Julien Prosser (NSW) 
2 Josh Slack (SA)/Andrew Schacht (SA) 
 
1 Nicole Sanderson (QLD)/ 
 Summer Lochowicz (QLD) 
2 L. Boulton (ENG)/D. Johns (ENG) 
 
Round 3 
12-14 January 2007 Glenelg SA 
1 Julius Brink (GER)/ 
 Christoph Dieckmann (GER) 
2 David Klemperer (GER)/ 
 Kjell Schneider (GER) 
 
1 Stephanie Pohl (GER)/Okka Rau (GER) 
2 Nicole Sanderson (QLD)/ 
 Summer Lochowicz (QLD) 
 
Round 4  
19-21 January 2007 St Kilda VIC 
1 Josh Slack (SA)/Andrew Schacht (SA) 
2 Martin Suan (WA)/Paul Bourne (SA) 
 
1 Natalie Cook (QLD)/Tamsin Barnett (VIC) 
2 Stacey Kloeden (SA)/Kylie Gerlic (SA) 
 
Round 5 
2-4 February 2007 Scarborough WA 
1 Julius Brink (GER)/ 
2 Christoph Dieckmann (GER) 
 Martin Suan (WA)/Paul Bourne (SA) 
 
1 Natalie Cook (QLD)/Tamsin Barnett (VIC) 
2 Hella Jurich (GER)/ 
 Rieke Brink-Abeler (GER) 

Andrew Schacht in action on the Vodafone 

Beach Volleyball tour.  
Photo courtesy of Delly Carr Sportshoot photography 
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Australian Beach Volleyball Championships 
16-18 February 2007 Surfers Paradise QLD 
 
1 Julius Brink (GER)/Christoph Dieckmann (GER)  
2 Bo Soderberg (DEN)/Anders Hoyer (DEN) 
 
1 Natalie Cook (QLD)/Tamsin Barnett (VIC)  
2 Nicole Sanderson (QLD)/Summer Lochowicz (QLD) 
 
 
Women's 2006/07 Tour Champion Team  

based on points accumulated as a team throughout the season 
Champions: Summer Lochowicz/Nicole Sanderson 
Runners-up: Natalie Cook/Tamsin Barnett 
 
Women's Highest Individual Points Scorers  

based on points accumulated as an individual throughout the season 
Equal highest points scorer: Summer Lochowicz and Nicole Sanderson 
Third highest points scorer: Tamsin Barnett 
 
Men's Tour Champion Team  

based on points accumulated as a team throughout the season 
Champions: Martin Suan/Paul Bourne 
Runners-up: Julius Brink/Christoph Dieckmann (GER) 
 
Men's Highest Individual Points Scorers  

based on points accumulated as an individual throughout the season 
Highest points scorer: Julien Prosser 
Second highest points scorer: Brett Richardson 
Third highest points scorer: Paul Bourne 

Top Julien Prosser, left Nicole Sanderson, below left Brett Richardson, below 

right Tamsin Barnett all completing on the Vodafone Beach Volleyball Tour  
All photos courtesy of Deyy Carr Sporthoot Photography 
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AUSTRALIAN VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE 2006  
www.avf.org.au/AVL 
 

The EVENT 

Ten men’s and nine women’s teams lined up for this year’s 
competition.  The competition was fierce and the theatre of 
finals once again drove teams to the “next level”.  Held at 
the Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre as the prelude to 
the 2006 Australian Volleyball Schools Cup, the 2006 AVL 
Finals were once again a draw card to the AVSC partici-
pants and provided a lively backdrop to the finals action 
which was filmed and televised on SBS TV during Decem-
ber 2006 and January 2007.   
 
The round robin competition reached all corners of the 
country, visiting Bruce (ACT), Glen Osmond and Morphet-
ville (SA), Darlington, Homebush and Moore Park (NSW), 
Melbourne City, Clayton, Eltham (VIC), Churchlands (WA) 
and Cornubia (QLD). 
 
The Mt Lofty Rangers women’s team overcame the season 
favourites, Kumho Sydney Lions, to claim Gold through 
sheer determination and consistency.  Mt Lofty Rangers 
def Kumho Sydney Lions 3-0 25-20, 30-28, 25-19.  
 
The battle of the universities for the Bronze Medal saw 
UTS Sydney University triumph over the developing Uni-
versity Blues outfit from Melbourne.  Both teams improved 
solidly throughout the season with the Sydney-siders taking 
the medal from their Victorian counterparts and setting up a 
bright future of fierce inter-varsity competition.  Final score 
UTS def University Blues 3-2 21-25, 26-24, 25-21, 17-25, 
15-13. 
 
The men’s competition saw the AIS team dominate, but 
challenged often by the likes of Victorian teams the Mel-
bourne Falcons and University Blues during the round 
games.  Come finals, the Bronze playoff between Bank-
stown Sports Cedars and Mt Lofty Rangers was a high and 
hard hitting affair, however, the Sydney-siders celebrated 
an AVL Bronze medal victory as Mt Lofty Rangers rued a 
missed opportunity, however, provided invaluable support 
to their women’s team in their finals.  Final score Bank-
stown Sports Cedars def Mt Lofty Rangers 3-1 19-25, 25-
20, 25-21, 25-21. 
 
The AIS utilised their height and power in the front court to 
overcome a passionate and determined home side, Mel-
bourne Falcons for the 2006 AVL Gold Medal and champi-
onship trophy. Final score AIS def Melbourne Falcons 3-0 
25-19, 28-26, 25-17. 
 

The PARTNERS  

Volleyball Australia acknowledge the ongoing support of 
our partners Gerflor, Molten, the Australian Sports Com-
mission and 2006 Finals Series partners Kumho Tyres, 
Samsung and AVE Productions. 

 

Above: Adam White of the AIS itting 

through the double block of Melbourne 

falcon’s in Men’s Gold Medal Match 

 

Below: University Blues and UTS in the 
Wome’s Bronze medal Match 
Photos courtesy of Spike Magazine and Design 
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The RESULTS 

2006 Final Placings - Men’s Teams 
1. AIS 
2. Melbourne Falcons 
3. Bankstown Sports Cedars 
4. Mt Lofty Rangers 
5. Kumho Sydney Lions 
6. University of Queensland 
7. Canberra Heat 
8. University Blues 
9. UTS 
10. WA 
 
2006 Final Placings - Women’s Teams 
1. Mt Lofty Rangers 
2. Kumho Sydney Lions 
3. UTS 
4. University Blues 
5. University of Sydney 
6. USC Lion 
7. Melbourne Falcons 
8. WA 
9. Canberra Heat 
 

  

Top: Bankstown Sports Cedars Captain Alexsander Jelicic hitting against Mt Lofty Rangers in Men’s 

Bronze Medal Match 

Above: Mt Lofty Rangers Volleyball Club Women’s Team, 2006 AVL Champions 
Photos courtesy of Spike Magazine and Design 

AUSTRALIAN VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE - WOMEN’S SERIES 2007 
Whilst this competition was re-formatted in 2006 for delivery in 2007, the season spanned both this 
reporting period and into 2007/08.  A full report on the 2007 AVL Women’s series will be provided 
in the 2007/08 Annual Report. 
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23RD VODAFONE AUSTRALIAN VOLLEYBALL SCHOOLS CUP  
www.avf.org.au/AVSC 

 
The EVENT 

The 2006 Vodafone Australian Volleyball Schools Cup was conducted in Mel-
bourne between Sunday 3rd December and Friday 8th December, at Mel-
bourne Sports & Aquatic Centre, Springers Leisure Centre and the State Net-
ball & Hockey Centre.  An amazing 379 teams competed in the week long 
tournament which lived up to the expectation and reputation – seeing is believ-
ing! 
 
Teams from all states and territories competed (except NT in 2006) as well as a team from New Zea-
land.  A number of Volleyball NZ volunteers attended the event as court supervisors, developing their 
expertise for Volleyball NZ events. 
 
Pre-event planning and administration was directed by the AVSC Events Commission in conjunction 
with Regency TAFE.  Volleyball Australia expresses its appreciation the to tireless work of the Com-
mission and its members.  The commission members are listed in the Federation Directory of this 
report.  
 
Thank you Murray Mansfield 

At the conclusion of the 2006 event, the AVSC Events Commission Chair Mr Murray Mansfield stood 
down from his position of Chair after 3 years in the role.  Murray’s contribution to the establishment of 
the commission, its governing regulations and the establishment of effective and lasting processes 
for the administration, staffing and long-term planning of this event are greatly appreciated by Volley-
ball Australia and all those who have been involved in the event. 
 
The Online Nomination system was again a feature of this year’s event providing pre-event admini-
stration effectiveness and reducing the volume of paper entries being manually processed.  The 
online system also provided the back-bone of the tournament administration system for processing 
results and awards.  Appreciation is expressed to Peter McConnon for his ongoing maintenance and 
operation of this valuable system which will continue to provide an efficient means of capturing and 
processing information for many years to come. 
 
The STATISTICS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The PARTNERS 

Volleyball Australia recognises its event partners Vodafone, Tourism Victoria, Gerflor Sports Floor-
ing, Molten, Australian Volleyball Warehouse, TAFE SA Regency Campus and the Australian Sports 
Commission.  The conclusion of this year’s event sees the end of Vodafone’s association with the 
national secondary schools event and Volleyball Australia thanks Vodafone for their investment in the 
sport nationally. 
 

The OFFICIALS  
The Australian Sports Commission’s policy for student officials was again a key driver in the system 
implemented by the AVSC Events Commission in 2005, for developing students and officials with 
Australian Volleyball Referee Commission (AVRC) accreditation.  The system included state-based 
education and assessment tasks, leading to formal qualification relevant to the level of competition to 
be officiated by the students.  
 
The demand experienced by State Volleyball Associations in meeting the needs of the school com-
munity was overwhelming and is a key area to be assessed for the future of the event if the referee 
accreditation system is to be maintained.  However, the principle and purpose of the system ensures 
a quality experience by the participants, guaranteed by an educated and competent official on all 

 ACT NSW QLD SA TAS VIC WA NT 

Schools Per State 4 16 24 17 1 37 4 0 

Teams Per State 4 36 53 100 8 147 30 0 

NZ 

1 

1 

Total 

104 

379 
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matches throughout the week.  Nerves and performance anxiety aside, the education and assess-
ment of students as officials continues to develop a broader knowledge, interpretations and imple-
mentation of the rules of volleyball.  For many, this is their first experience playing or refereeing, and 
for many, it is a step in a growing pathway for elite referee activities. 
 
Volleyball Australia acknowledges the efforts of all participants, officials, school co-ordinators, par-
ents and the Member State Volleyball Associations in striving to achieve the level of education and 
experience deemed appropriate to the various competition divisions and trust that the benefits of pre-
event preparation enhanced all students’ and supervisors’ experience at the event both in playing 
and refereeing. 
 

The STAFF 

TAFE SA Regency Campus again assisted with the provision of student volunteers working at the 
2006 event.  These students joined with members of the volleyball community acting as venue man-
agers, court supervisors, administration assistants and referee supervisors beginning on Saturday 
2nd December and concluding on Saturday 9th December.  The job done by this whole group of vol-
unteers was worthy of special mention, as to the Tournament Staff: 
Michelle Slack-Smith (NSW), Tournament Director 
Peter McConnon (TAS), Competition Manager & Assistant Tournament Director 
Annie Evans (ACT), Results Assistant 
Danielle Francis (WA), Chief Referee 
Teresa Henderson (QLD), Operations Manager 
Bronwyn Evans (ACT), Volunteer Co-ordinator 
Chris Lemm & Donna Forbes (SA), Administration Managers 
 
Volunteers from the 2006 event were: 
Jessica Alexander 
Megan Buckby 
Steve Burton 
John Byrnes 
Ka Man Chan 
Kristen Cuthbert 
Renae de Engelse 
Matthew Diglio 
Cindy Edwards 
Emma Flanagan 
Brendan Freeman 
Naomi Froome 
Ashley Fuller 
Lauren Ghiradello 
Tara Girolamo 
Courtney Hazell 
Ben Jones 
Tristan Jones 
Steve Kenna 
Sheena Liu 
Andrew Lloyd 
Nick Madden 
Leigh Matthews 
John Moody 
Rhiannon Muir 
Lea O’Brien 
Lisa Oughtons 
Matt Reid 
Brad Schutz 
Brigitte Streim 
Kerry Wild 

Gerflor Australian Volleyball Schools Cup Champion 

School for 2006, Heathfield High School 
Photo courtesy of Volleyball Australia 
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The AWARDS 
Service Awards 
Twenty Year Award  
Brighton Secondary School (SA)  
John Tiver (Brighton Secondary School) (SA) 
 
Fifteen Year Awards  
Yarra Valley Grammar School (VIC)  
Mary Carroll (Yarra Valley Grammar School)
(VIC) 
 
Ten Year Awards  
Girton Grammar School (VIC)  
Adelaide High School (SA) 
Geoff Adcock (Girton Grammar School) (VIC) 
Cate Brewin (Girton Grammar School) (VIC) 
Sarah Choat (Heathfield High School) (SA) 
Fiona Carroll (Sebastapol, St Patricks) (VIC) 
Chris Davidson (Heathfield High School) (SA) 
Kim Eldridge (Heathfield High School) (SA) 
Renee Healey (Heathfield High School) (SA) 
Nadia Ludgate (Loxton High School) (SA) 
 
Champion School (Top 10) 
Heathfield SA 607 
Brighton SA 590 
Girton VIC 528 
Rossmoyne WA 523 
Mazenod VIC 514 
Upwey VIC 499 
Monbulk VIC 492 
Billanook VIC 487 
Eltham VIC 477 
Craigslea QLD 432 

 
Final Placings (Top 3) 

 
Open Boys Honours (12 teams) 
1 Mazenod 
2 Heathfield 
3 Brighton 1 
 
Open Girls Honours (12 teams) 
1 Gladstone 
2 Heathfield 
3 Upwey 
 
Open Boys Division 1 (14 teams) 
1 Penrose 
2 Billanook 
3 Horsham 
 
Open Girls Division 1 (14 teams) 
1 Eltham 
2 Loreto 
3 Narrabundah 
 
Open Boys Division 2 (24 teams) 
1 Caulfield 
2 Harristown 
3 Kew 
 
Open Girls Division 2 (23 teams) 
1 Berwick 
2 Willunga 
3 Victor Harbor 

Under 17 Boys Honours (7 
teams) 
1 Mazenod 
2 Brighton 
3 Heathfield 1 
 
Under 17 Girls Honours (8 
teams) 
1 Heathfield 
2 Benowa 
3 West Wyalong 
 
Under 17 Boys Division 1 
(9 teams) 
1 Upwey 
2 Unley 
3 Aquinas 
 
Under 17 Girls Division 1 
(12 teams) 
1 Wonthaggi 
2 Luther 
3 Loxton 
 
Under 17 Boys Division 2 
(12 teams) 
1 Rostrevor 
2 Fairhills 
3 Echuca 
 
Under 17 Girls Division 2 
(15 teams) 
1 Horsham 
2 Heathfield 
3 Willunga 
 
Under 16 Boys Honours (9 
teams) 
1 Brighton 
2 Girton 
3 Heathfield 
 
Under 16 Girls Honours 
(10 teams) 
1 Upwey 
2 Rossmoyne 
3 Baulkham Hills 
 
Under 16 Boys Division 1 
(13 teams) 
1 Horsham 
2 Eltham 
3 Great Lakes 
 
Under 16 Girls Division 1 
(11 teams) 
1 Eltham 
2 Craigslea 
3 Luther 
 
Under 16 Boys Division 2 
(10 teams) 
1 Villanova 
2 Nowra 
3 Sydney 
 

Under 16 Girls Division 2 (20 
teams) 
1 Horsham 
2 Flora Hill 
3 Pyramid Hill 
 
Under 15 Boys Honours (10 
teams) 
1 Brighton 
2 Heathfield 1 
3 Bris. Grammar 
 
Under 15 Girls Honours (9 
teams) 
1 Heathfield 
2 Brighton 
3 Girton 
 
Under 15 Boys Division 1 (21 
teams) 
1 Girton 
2 Monbulk 
3 Heathfield 2 
 
Under 15 Girls Division 1 (17 
teams) 
1 Ormiston 
2 Monbulk 
3 Rossmoyne 
 
Under 15 Boys Division 2 (16 
teams) 
1 Haileybury 
2 Great Lakes 
3 Rostrevor 
 
Under 15 Girls Division 2 (19 
teams) 
1 Bomaderry 
2 Great Lakes 
3 Flora Hill 
 
Under 14 Boys Division 1 (11 
teams) 
1 Billanook 
2 Monbulk 
3 Brighton 
 
Under 14 Girls Division 1 (11 
teams) 
1 Holland Pk 
2 Brighton 
3 Rossmoyne 
 
Under 14 Boys Division 2 (11 
teams) 
1 Rossmoyne 1 
2 Tin Can Bay 
3 Luther 
 
Under 14 Girls Division 2 (17 
teams) 
1 Tin Can Bay 
2 Luther 
3 Brisbane Grammar 
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 AUSTRALIAN JUNIOR BEACH VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS  
www.avf.org.au/AJBVC 

 
The EVENT 

Volleyball SA hosted the 2006 Australian Junior Beach Volleyball Championships on Glenelg Beach 
28—31 Devember 2006 as part of their Summer Series of beach events.  The AJBVC continues to 
attract the best junior beach talent from right around the country and is growing in popularity amongst 
developing state and territory beach volleyball programs in exposing athletes to a high level of contri-
bution.  The inclusion in this year’s event of six teams from New Zealand proved yet again that Aus-
tralian representative events are seen as strong competition and valuable competitions for interna-
tional teams to test themselves outside of their own domestic competitions and tours.  Ninety-two 
teams competed in the Adelaide event, running right up to the eve of the New Year 2007.  Strong 
winds and blistering sun were no match for the enthusiasm and drive demonstrated by the partici-
pants of varying levels across the competition.  This year’s event featured a number of competitors 
who had already made an appearance on the seniors, Vodafone Beach Volleyball Tour, using their 
match practice and experience to gain the upper hand against younger competitors. 
 
The SPONSORS 

The 2006 event was made possible due to the support of the sponsors and supporters of Volleyball 
SA including Vodafone, Bartercard, The Stamford Grand Hotel, Wendy Higgins Mortgage Choice, the 
City of Holdfast Bay, Caston Design, Mizone Water and Channel Ten. The conclusion of this year’s 
event sees the end of Vodafone’s association with state beach volleyball events. 
 
The RESULTS 
U23 Women’s  
Gold Medal Healey/Jensen(SA) def Frostick/Rohkamper(NSW) 2-0 21-19, 28-26 
Bronze Medal Rohkamper/Dean(NSW) def Palmer/Cross(SA) 2-0 21-19, 21-13 
 
Australian Ranking  
1st Healey/Jensen(SA) 
2nd Frostick/Rohkamper(NSW) 
3rd Rohkamper/Dean(NSW) 
 

U23 Men’s  
Gold Medal Boehm/Maycock(SA) def Schumann/Legrand (VIC)  2-0 21-13, 21-14 
Bronze Medal Irwin/Howard(QLD) def Whisson/Collings(SA) 2-0 21-12, 21-19 
 
Australian Ranking   
1st Boehm/Maycock(SA) 
2nd Legrand/Schumann(VIC) 
3rd Irwin/Howard(QLD) 
 
U19 Women’s 
Gold Medal Battaglene/Randall(NSW) def Garton/McLennan(QLD) 2-0 21-13, 21-9 
Bronze Medal Huddy/Doyle(QLD) def Ross/Lambeff(SA) 2-0 21-19, 21-17 
 
Australian Ranking  
1st Battaglene/Randall (NSW) 
2nd Garton/McLennan (QLD) 
3rd Huddy/Doyle(QLD) 
 
Under 19 Men’s 
Gold Medal Carey/Kuhn(QLD) def McHugh/Peacock(SA) 2-1 18-21, 21-11, 15-12 
Bronze Medal Fox/Snart(WA) def McEwen/Diamanti(SA) 2-1 19-21, 29-31, 15-12 
 
Australian Ranking  
1st Carey/Kuhn(QLD) 
2nd McHugh/Peacock(SA) 
3rd Fox/Snart(WA) 
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AUSTRALIAN JUNIOR BEACH MASTERS VOLLEYBALL 
 
The EVENT 

Queensland Volleyball hosted the Australian Junior Beach Masters over three days in 22—24 Janu-
ary 2007,at Broadbeach with 51 teams competing in this sister event to the Australian Junior Beach 
Volleyball Championship.    
 
The SUPPORTERS  

Appreciation is extended to Queensland Volleyball and their sponsors and supporters for hosting this 
year’s event.  The conclusion of this year’s event sees the end of Vodafone’s association with state 
beach volleyball events. 
 
The RESULTS 

U23 Women’s 
1 Jillian McLeod/Eileen Romanowski 
2 Vicki-Lee Goodman/Patrica Morris 
3 Sarah Battaglene/Jana Randall 
 
U19 Women’s 
1 Megan Henderson/Jenny Harris 
2 Tenielle Payne/Jordan Mowen 
3 Kirra Huddy/Teylah Doyle 
 
U17 Women’s 
1 Natsumi McHugh/Katie Bartoli 
2 Amy Milton/Samantha Skinner 
3 Kiera Harris/Jess Ryder 
 
 

 
Under 17 Women’s  
Gold Medal Bartoli/McHugh(NSW) def Wakefield/Shippey(SA) 2-0 21-12, 21-9     
Bronze Medal McHugh/McEwen(SA) def Cavuoto/Hobb-Molloy(SA)  
  2-1 8-21, 21-18, 15-11 
 
Australian Ranking    
1st Bartoli/McHugh (NSW) 
2nd Wakefield/Shppey (SA) 
3rd McHugh/McEwen(SA) 
 
Under 17 Men’s 
Gold Medal WisemanHook(NZL) def Lowrie/Oehrli(SA) 2-1 21-14, 18-21, 15-7 
Bronze Medal Stamos/Hart(VIC) def Cassidy/Sole(NZL) 2-1 21-16, 17-21, 15-11 
 
Australian Ranking   
1st Lowrie/Oehrli(SA) 
2nd Stamos/Hart(VIC) 
3rd Jolly/McEwen(SA) 
 
 
Andy Burdin Shield for the Champion State Awarded was awarded  to South Australia 
South Australia 14 
New South Wales 9 
Queensland 7 
Victoria 4 
Western Australia 1 
ACT 0 

U23 Men’s 
1 Dan Carey/Justin Feuerriegel 
2 Matt Hodges/Mark McDowell 
3 Robbie Kuhn/James Carey 
 
U19 Men’s 
1 Jayson Fox/Ben Gray 
2 Patrick Mead/Partrick Fitzgerald 
3 Matt Lonczar/Sam Lonczar 
 
U17 Men’s   
 1 Conor Healy/Tyler LeGrand 
2 Gareth Mann/Julian De Luna 
3 Ryan Wyatt/Sammy Stamos 
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SS&A U15 AUSTRALIAN VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
The EVENT 

Albury-Wodonga Volleyball Association and State Volleyball NSW hosted the tenth 
annual U15’s championships at the Albury Sports Centre 16—19 April 2007. Twenty 
six teams  from NSW, ACT, SA,VIC and QLD comprised a mix of junior state teams, 
regional academy teams and school teams demonstrating the various programs 
available to young volleyballers across these states and territories. 
 

The SUPPORTERS  

Appreciation is extended to President of the SS&A AWVA, Darren White, Tournament Director Gavin 
Mitchell and the sponsors of the 2007 Championships including SS&A Club Albury, Lake Hume Re-
sort, Goodman Fielder, Uncle Tobys, Molten and Australian Volleyball Warehouse. 
 
The RESULTS 

Boys 
1st Qld Maroon 
2nd Heathfield 1 
3rd Vic Blue 
4th Vic White 
5th NSW Sky 
6th Sunraysia 
7th Vic Gold 
8th QLD White 
9th ACT 
10th Heathfield 2 
11th NSW Navy 
12th Heathfield 3 

Girls 
1st NSW Sky 
2nd Heathfield 1 
3rd Bendigo 
4th Victoria Blue 
5th Henley Hawks 
6th Vic White 
7th West Wyalong 
8th Heathfield 2 
9th QLD 
10th Vic Gold 
11th Sunraysia 
12th Santa Sabina 
13th NSW Navy 
14th ACT 
15th Heathfield 3 
 

 

Medal winners from the Championships, clockwise from top left, girls winners NSW Sky, , boys winners 

Queensland Maroon, 2nd place Heathfield 1, 3rd, Vic Blue 2nd place girls Heathfield 1.   
All photos are courtesy of Volleyball Australia 
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SPORT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
A significant outcome for the Sport Development Program was the establishment of an internship 
agreement with the University of Canberra.  As a result, from February two final year sport manage-
ment students commenced working one day a week in the Australian Volleyball Federation office.  
Kate Baker-Waldsax is working primarily in the area of coach education, while Richard Muir has been 
completing projects relating to participation.  Both have made significant contributions and will con-
tinue to do so until their internships conclude in December.  It is intended that new interns will be 
sourced for the 2008 calendar year. 
 
The major areas of focus for the Sport Development Program were the National Participation Pro-
gram – Discover Volleyball, the Coach Education & Development Program and the Referee Educa-
tion & Development Program.  Details of activities in these areas are covered in the reports for each 
that are on the pages that follow. 
 
A brief summary of other activities of note that were a focus during the year: 
 
Volleyball for People with Disabilities – the Australian Volleyball Federation continued to be repre-
sented on the National Volleyball Committee of Australian Sport Organisations for the Disabled.  This 
committee organised the historic visit of the 2004 Paralympic champion Chinese Women’s Sitting 
Volleyball team for a training camp with their Australian counterparts in Sydney in January.  Deaf Vol-
leyball commenced a series of Sunday afternoon come and try opportunities at St. Kilda Beach 
throughout the summer months.  Towards the end of the year the Australian Volleyball Federation 
submitted an application for inclusion in the Australian Sports Commission Disability Program ‘Sports 
CONNECT’.  This application was successful and as a result endeavours to improve the delivery of 
the sport to people with disabilities will be a greater priority moving forward. 
 
Active After-school Communities (AASC) Volleyball Companion Manual – AVF entered into a con-
tract with the Australian Sports Commission to be one of 15 selected sports for which sport-specific 
manuals on how to deliver the sport within the AASC program would be produced, this required the  
writing of a program in the form of a booklet for distribution to deliverers within the AASC program. 
 
Annual Sport Development Workshop - was held in Canberra in May with eleven representatives of 
the Member States in attendance.  
 
In conclusion it is appropriate to take this opportunity to recognize the individuals and groups that 
assisted the Sport Development Program in achieving all of its outcomes in the past year.  
Thank you to everyone for your assistance.  Of particular note are the Member State staff, especially 
Sport Development staff, and the Australian Volleyball Referees Commission Executive and State 
Representatives.  
 
Tim Shannahan 
Sport Development Manager 
 

NATIONAL PARTICIPATION PROGRAM – 

DISCOVER VOLLEYBALL 
 

 
Spikezone® - Discover Mini-Volleyball 
The major focus of the National Participation Program – Discover Volleyball – continued to be the 
Spikezone® program.  The three year financial investment of the Australian Sports Commission 
ended in September 2006 and the three year association as naming-rights sponsor by Vodafone 
concluded in June 2007.  The investment of these two partners in the program over its initial years 
was critical to the establishment of the program and the successes of the program to date.  The chal-
lenge that is now being faced is the identification of a replacement sponsor to provide necessary 
funding to allow for the continued growth of the program through national leadership by the Austra-
lian Volleyball Federation. 
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Participation numbers within the program for its third year that concluded 
at the end of September 2006 were: 
Volleyball South Australia  1176 
Volleyball Victoria      351 
Volleyball Queensland     165 
Volleyball Tasmania     126 
Volleyball ACT        48 
Volleyball Western Australia      47 
Volleyball Northern Territory      37 
 
This was the first year in which the program had been delivered in Tasmania and Volleyball Tasma-
nia is to be commended for the membership achieved.  Volleyball South Australia continued to de-
liver the program to an extent well ahead of the other Member States, but overall the final total for 
Year Three (1950) was down on Year Two (2168).  None of the six Member States that had deliv-
ered the program in Year Two experienced any significant growth in membership, with five Member 
States actually experiencing a decrease in membership numbers, which was certainly an outcome 
that had not been expected or desired.  This outcome meant that for the third successive year the 
membership target established with the Australian Sports Commission was not achieved. 
 
To date in Year Four (which will continue through to the end of the 2007 calendar year to bring a year 
for this program into line with the school year) membership figures are: 
Volleyball Queensland     248 
Volleyball Victoria      238 
Volleyball South Australia    191 
Volleyball Western Australia      24 
Volleyball ACT            3 
 
At this time these figures would indicate that Year Four will achieve a similar result to Year Three and 
suggests that this program has reached a membership threshold that Member States are finding diffi-
cult to break through based on the current financial and human resources dedicated to delivery of 
this program. 
 
The Australian Volleyball Federation continues to make available a range of resources to aid delivery 
of the program by Member States – staff clothing, membership packs, membership certificates, 
membership gift (currently a Spikezone hat), operational manuals, documentation and equipment 
(Elson Volleyball continues to be the supplier).  At the annual Sport Development Workshop in May 
the Member State representatives in attendance acknowledged that from the perspective of national 
leadership in the delivery of this program, the only other areas in which the Australian Volleyball Fed-
eration could contribute to the continued delivery and growth of this program would be through secur-
ing a new naming-rights sponsor that would provide Member States with increased financial re-
sources, and the redevelopment of the Spikezone website to make it more interactive and relevant to 
existing members rather than just being a tool for directing potential future members into the pro-
gram. 
 
Other Participation Programs 

The development, in conjunction with Volleyball Queensland, of a participation program targeted at 
junior participants from the ages of 13 to 18 continues to make progress, further staffing changes at 
Volleyball Queensland has certainly impacted on the progress achieved.  A program brand –      
AUSpike – and logo have been developed and trial programs delivered in Queensland have shown 
promising outcomes.  It is still expected that this program will be available to other Member States 
from 2008. 
 
The Club Development initiatives of the Australian Volleyball Federation remain four newsletters on a 
quarterly basis  Madison Sport have continued their support of this initiative and offer product as 
prizes to clubs and associations that complete various tasks identified in the newsletters that repre-
sent good-practice endeavours.  This initiative remains a supplement to the activities each Member 
State undertakes in this area, in recognition of the fact that Member States see this as an area for 
which they should be primarily responsible. 
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Coach Education & Development Program 
The review of the coach education program delivered by the Australian Volleyball Federation, which 
commenced at the end of May 2006, continued to a logical conclusion at the end of September.  The 
submissions received to each of the four stages of the review process, primarily from Member State 
staff and coach educators, identified the following structure as being desired: 
Introductory Volleyball / Beach Volleyball Coach Training Program 
Level 1 Volleyball / Beach Volleyball Coach Training Program 
Level 2 Volleyball Coach Training Program 
Level 2 Beach Volleyball Coach Training Program 
Level 3 Volleyball Coach Training Program 
Level 3 Beach Volleyball Coach Training Program 
 
The development of these coach training programs and their associated resources has made steady 
progress.  The Introductory training program is the only one to be completed at this stage, with a 49-
page resource for course participants, including coloured photos, developed and printed.  This has 
been supported with the development and printing of a formal resource to assist presenters of this 
course, which includes a DVD showing delivery of the trial course to further provide guidance to pre-
senters.  The development of similar resources for the Level 1 and Level 2 training programs is in 
progress.  The Level 1 materials are being developed internally, but former national team coach Mark 
Lebedew has been contracted, following an open invitation for expressions of interest for this con-
tract, to develop the Level 2 materials.  The completion of these projects and subsequent com-
mencement of delivery of these training programs by Member States will be priorities for the Sport 
Development Program in 2007-08.   
 
Another project that rolled over from the previous year was the development of a National Presenters 
and Assessors Structure for both coach education and referee education.  However, towards the end 
of 2006 the Australian Sports Commission announced that it was undertaking a comprehensive re-
view of its generic presenter resources.  As a result it was prudent to suspend any work in this area 
until the Australian Sports Commission released its new materials. 
 
At the elite end of the Coach Education & Development Program, the Australian Sports Commission 
National Coaching Scholarship Program scholarship of Stephen Benson concluded in January 2007.  
The scholarship culminated with Stephen being able to make a meaningful contribution to the Volley-
ball Team Australia Men’s World Championships campaign in a performance analysis and scouting 
capacity.  The Australian Volleyball Federation was rewarded for the quality of the scholarship pro-
gram delivered to Stephen with a new scholarship awarded towards the end of 2006 for the 2007 
calendar year.  The recipient was Michael Nelson, and his scholarship is primarily based with the 
Australian Institute of Sport Beach Volleyball Program. 
 
With regard to the quantity of National Coach Accreditation Scheme (NCAS) coach accreditations 
that are currently held there has been an increase of 154 on last year (709 in 2007; 565 in 2006).  
The breakdown of accreditations as at 30 June 2007 is: 
Level 1 Coach Candidates  157 * # 
NCAS Level 1 Coaches   642 
Level 2 Coach Candidates    16 * + 
NCAS Level 2 Coaches     67 
Level 3 Coach Candidates      0 
NCAS Level 3 Coaches         3 
* These figures represent candidates who have attended courses in the last twelve months as candi-
date status is only valid for twelve months. 
# Level 1 Coach Candidates do not yet hold an NCAS accreditation and are therefore not included in 
the total of 709 identified above. 
+ Level 2 Coach Candidates hold a NCAS Level 1 Coach accreditation and therefore are not in-
cluded in the total of 709 identified above to prevent double-counting. 
 
Referee Education & Development Program 

The focus of the Sport Development Program has been directed heavily towards the National Partici-
pation Program and the Coach Education & Development Program.  As a result there has not been a 
significant amount of attention given to the area of Referee Education & Development.  However, 
there has certainly still been some progress in this area. 



Australian Volleyball Federation 45th Annual Report 2006 - 2007 

Page 49  

 
A national referee uniform shirt was introduced at the Australian Junior Volleyball Championships in 
Canberra and has subsequently been worn at all national events.  The shirt has been well received 
and sales continue to come in on a regular basis.  Some Member States have made this shirt a re-
quirement in their respective State Leagues and it is hoped that other Member States will follow suit 
in the coming year.  Based on the success of the shirt planning is well advanced for the addition of a 
jacket to the uniform range. 
 
The most significant development for the year for this Program has been the production of printed 
rule books for each discipline that will be available to purchase.  The main market for these books will 
be participants at referee courses and existing referees, with sales to be coordinated by Member 
States.  Both books are approximately 200 pages and include an overview of Officiating General 
Principles content, the FIVB Rules, Casebook, Guidelines and International Scoresheet for their re-
spective discipline, as well as content specific to the referee accreditation pathway for that discipline. 
 
The Australian Volleyball Federation’s engagement in the Australian Sports Commission National 
Officiating Scholarship Program continued.  Russell Egan finally had the opportunity to complete his 
2005 scholarship by attending the 2007 Oceania Volleyball Championships in Samoa.  2006 recipi-
ent, Carla Hoorweg, completed all activities within her proposed scholarship program, including at-
tending an International Referee Candidate Course in Bahrain, the 2007 Oceania Volleyball Champi-
onships and the 2007 Asian Volleyball Confederation Youth Girls’ Volleyball Championships in Thai-
land.  As a result of completing both the theory and practical requirements of an International Refe-
ree accreditation a formal nomination has been submitted to the FIVB that Carla be awarded Interna-
tional Referee status, with a decision expected by early 2008.  The Australian Volleyball Federation 
faired very well with regard to attaining scholarships for 2007, with both Cameron Olson and Kevin 
Lentin receiving scholarships to support their efforts to become International Referees in Beach Vol-
leyball.  Neither had been able to commence their scholarship programs in the first half of 2007, but 
are due to attend an International Referee Candidate Course in China in August and will hopefully be 
able to complete the required practical components early in 2008 on the FIVB Beach Volleyball 
World Tour. 
 
As mentioned in the Coach Education & Development report, the National Presenters & Assessors 
Structure being developed was suspended due to the Australian Sports Commission commencing a 
major review of generic resources in this area. 
 
The full breakdown of referees by AVRC accreditation as at 30 June 2007 is: 
Volleyball        Beach Volleyball 
District Referee  2446     State A Referee    157 
Regional Referee    687     State AA Referee        3 
State Referee      76     State AAA Referee      10 
National A Referee      30     National A Referee        6 
National AA Referee     29     National AA Referee       3 
National AAA Referee     21     National AAA Referee       5 
International Referee     16     International Referee       8 
 
 
The total number of accreditations held across both disciplines has remained stable compared to the 
previous year (3497 in 2007; 3502 in 2006).  However, with the past year being the first in which sig-
nificant numbers of National Officiating Accreditation Scheme accreditations expired, the number of 
Regional accreditations in Volleyball that were not renewed was significant with a drop of 49 accredi-
tations.  This was offset by the increase of 462 in District accreditations representing new referees 
coming into the system. 
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AUSTRALIAN VOLLEYBALL REFEREES’ COMMISSION 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2006-2007 
 
The AVRC Executive and AVF Sport Development Manager (SDM) have continued to strive for 
highly effective outcomes, of which a number have been achieved.  The subcommittee structure was 
reviewed and continues to be a vital link to State associations.   
 
Management of officials at national events has been very difficult during this period.  An economic 
focus has seen the overall development of elite officials in Australia slow dramatically.  The push for 
utilising local officials at the expense of quality officiating outcomes will in the long term only hurt the 
sport as a whole.  It is time for the sport to identify whether participation is enough for our elite path-
ways, as the current practices will see Australia lose its significant status as a leader in the develop-
ment of officials.  Over the past five years every Australian official, Volleyball or Beach Volleyball, to 
attend an international course has finished in the top five candidates of their class.  This level of de-
velopment cannot be maintained, given the changes being applied to officiating appointments to our 
national events. 
 
The National Officiating Accreditation Scheme (NOAS) approved courses for Volleyball and Beach 
Volleyball are in place until 2009, when they will be due for renewal.  This scheme now needs an as-
sessor program, which is not in place at this time as we await the new Australian Sports Commission 
(ASC) presenter and assessor development programs.    A lack of assessors, but more importantly 
deficiencies in planning for known national events, in several states has led to there being insufficient 
numbers of qualified officials.  The AVRC will welcome constructive suggestions from states regard-
ing mechanisms to support the assessment and development of referees. 
 
The AVRC has continued our relationship with the ASC scholarship program.  Ms. Carla Hoorweg 
completed her program during the year and now awaits the outcome of the next FIVB IRC meeting 
regarding her application for International referee status.   Mr. Kevin Lentin and Mr. Cameron Olson 
have entered the program as Beach Volleyball officials and will commence their scholarship activities 
in the next financial year.   
 
The Australian Junior Volleyball Championships continued to throw up tough challenges for the Com-
mission and our sport generally.  Resources were again stretched beyond an acceptable limit, unfor-
tunately creating a poor experience for some officials who attended, thus potentially reducing the 
prospects of officials returning for the next year.  The development program in place at the AJVC 
benefits the Australian volleyball community as referees return home with a great deal of learning 
under their belt.  This learning should provide local leagues with better officials and gives the state 
concerned an official who should be nurtured for the same event the following year and indeed to be 
utilised in all national programs.  The cost structure continues to be a challenge and to that extent   I 
would encourage states to provide some level of financial assistance in the development of referees 
at this event.   Planning for AJVC should be a 12-18 month process, with officials being prepared well 
in advance.   
 
The AVRC does not have funding or opportunity to enable face-to-face meetings of our members.  
Regular telephone conferences, to assist with the ongoing planning for officials, were again run 
throughout the year.  These conferences also support communication and feedback opportunities for 
states and AVRC alike.  The output from these meetings is fed into structural documents, education 
programs and planning that has taken place throughout the year.  The officiating page of the AVF 
web site continues as our primary point of information distribution and communication. 
The Australian Beach Volleyball Tour and Women’s Australian Volleyball League were serviced on 
shoestring budgets which will continue to create problems in attaining satisfactory service levels.   
The level of official relative to the playing level of participants was not conducive to quality outcomes 
for players or referees; if this situation continues to occur  officials will be lost to the sport.  Proposals 
previously put forward to address this growing concern may need to be revisited to identify new solu-
tions. 
 
VTA teams travelling to confederation events have been provided with qualified officials.  The pool of 
international referees available to tour with Australian teams is limited but interest remains strong 
through the application and qualifying processes for touring assignments.  Opportunities to partici-
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pate in FIVB events continue to flow for our Beach referees who are now recognised as the strongest 
group within the AVC. 
 
I would like to thank Jim Lester, Stephen Giugni and Tim Shannahan for their outstanding contribu-
tions to the development of officiating.  This support has, at time, been at a high personal cost which 
they bear continuously from year to year.   
 
To the members of the SRC and the Technical Committee, our workload has not diminished, we will 
face bigger challenges in the coming year and your efforts must continue as officiating needs a 
strong group to lead us into and through the coming years.  
 
A significant test will be the delivery of a significant number of referees, line judges and scorers to 
support the proposed World Tour event in Adelaide in 2008.  States must support the development of 
officials in parallel to the development of players. 
 
In concluding, the coming year will prove to be a watershed as service delivery issues must be re-
solved for the sport, which will either see progress or stagnation.    
 
Thank you 
Dean E. Turner 
Chairman 
Australian Volleyball Referee’s Commission 
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Volleyball ACT 
Board  

Phil Borgeaud  President 
Gary Antognelli  Vice President/ Finance  
Bruce Fuda   Vice President/ Records 
Victor Amsteins Member 
Priscilla Ruddle Member 
   
Staff 

Holly Richardson General Manager 
Nic Kaiser  Development Officer 
Steve Currie  Leagues Administrator 
   
Overview of the Year 

The efforts of Volleyball ACT in 2006-07 in promot-
ing and developing volleyball both within the region 
and contributing to the national scene was under-
pinned through the hard work of a dedicated and 
effective volunteer workforce and continuing stabil-
ity in the VACT office.   
 
The hosting of several significant events including 
the 2006 Australian Junior Volleyball Champion-
ships, the 41st annual Good Neighbour tourna-
ment, and home internationals for the Australian 
Men’s team with Argentina and Canada proved to 
be a catalyst for the reinvigoration of a particularly 
effective sports organising volunteer group.  The 
2006 Australian Junior Volleyball Championships 
brought 61 junior teams from across Australia and 
New Zealand to Canberra for what was widely ac-
knowledged as an outstanding event.  The respon-
siveness of the organising committee in address-
ing logistical and other issues as they arose during 
the event drew particular praise. 
 
The home Nationals also galvanised improved 
preparation of our State Junior Teams for national 
competition resulting in VACT entering teams in all 
National Junior divisions for the first time in a num-
ber of years.  The improvements in the structure 
and content of the State Junior team preparation 
program have continued into 2007 under the direc-
tion of a committed group of coaches and manag-
ers.  We are confident that improved results in fu-
ture national competition will flow from this work. 
 
Other initiatives undertaken during the year have 
included commencement of a weekly junior com-
petition, a series of coach workshops led by senior 
coaches and planning for a Women’s Intensive 
Training Centre program. 
 
Overview of Volleyball in the State 

The State League continued to provide a good 
standard of weekly competition for the five major 
clubs in the region across two divisions.  The 

MEMBER STATE REPORTS 
effectiveness of the various clubs is however 
somewhat fragile, with a dependence in most 
cases on one or two key individuals.   
 
Below this the non club based Open League has 
continued to expand and several Recreational 
competitions remain healthy. The overall mem-
bership of Volleyball ACT stayed stable. 
 
Our flagship event, the Good Neighbour Tourna-
ment, remained healthy in its 41st year with 93 
teams participating in the late November tourna-
ment.  The tournament continues to attract en-
tries from at least 4 states and remains the larg-
est and most enduring of any club tournament in 
Australia.   
 
Junior Development 

An increased effort proved productive in the de-
velopment of junior players in VACT across the 
year.  Moving on from the impetus arising from 
the hosting of the 2006 Australian Junior Volley-
ball Championships which saw ACT enter teams 
in all divisions for the first time in a number of 
years, the representative team program re-
mained well structured.  It also proved to be ef-
fective in producing improved on court results 
leading into the 2007 Australian Junior Volleyball 
Championships.  In addition a weekly junior com-
petition targeted at high school and upper pri-
mary age participants was initiated in May 2007 
with a view to growing the interest in junior ranks. 
 
Sponsors & Media Contributors: 

Volleyball ACT would like to extend a special 
thank you to all of our sponsors including: 
 
Sport and Recreation ACT 
Pavilion on Northbourne 
Capital Trophies and Sportswear 
Australian Volleyball Warehouse 
Molten 
  
Sport and Recreation ACT continue to be our ma-
jor supporter and assist Volleyball ACT through 
the triennial assistance program, and national 
team league funding grants.  
 
Volleyball ACT continues to receive ongoing me-
dia coverage from the Canberra Times and 
Chronicle.  

 



Australian Volleyball Federation 45th Annual Report 2006 - 2007 

Page 53  

State Volleyball NSW 
 
Board  

Edi Vukosa    President 
Patricia Gintowt  Vice President 
Sally Bacon 
Edward Binnie 
Marc Carroll 
Kim Oates 
Mark Pichler 
Joe Sleiman 
Gosia Wasilewicz 
 
Staff 

Bob Konakoff       General Manager – Full Time 
Joe Sleiman         Development Manager - Casual 
 
Overview of Volleyball in the State 

2006 was another very successful year in respect 
to the Sydney Volleyball League. This year saw 
the introduction of many new teams, a new club, 
record entrants (49 teams) in the six divisions not 
to mention some fierce competition. 
 
The strength of the SVL and two eventual Division 
1 winners Sydney Cedars (Bankstown) and UTS 
was demonstrated in their unbeaten SVL season, 
with both teams earning bronze medal honours in 
the Australian Volleyball League. The season was 
capped off with a presentation ceremony at the 
Novotel Brewery which was well attended by all 
clubs.  
 
The Club Championship was very closely con-
tested with the winner being BHV, 2ndUTS and  
3rd Vostok.  State cup events were held in Illa-
warra, Newcastle and in Sydney 
 
Overview of Junior Volleyball 

Three school tournaments were conducted 
throughout the year at Sydney Olympic Park. Due 
to the increased participation and growing interest, 
more such events will be scheduled for 2007.  
  
Overview of Junior Beach Volleyball 

The Schools Beach Volleyball Championships 
was conducted at Manly with the final results be-
ing:  
Open Boys: Blue Mountains Grammar def CBC 
Burwood 
Open Girls: Northern Beaches def Riverside 
Junior Girls: Santa Sabina 3 def Santa Sabina 
 
Sponsors 

The Board of SVNSW would like to acknowledge 
the funding assistance from the NSW Department 
of Tourism, Sport and Recreation and its contin-
ued relationship with Molten, and Madison Sport 
and also to our ongoing support from Joust 
Sportswear our uniform supplier 

Volleyball Northern Territory 
 
Board 

Mark Waterhouse President 
Linda Lukitsch Vice President Administration 
Norah Thompson Vice President Finance   
Paul Dennis   Vice President Technical:   
 
Staff 

Nil 
 
International Events 
2007 Arafura Games 
Indoor Volleyball 
Men’s  Gold - New Caledonia   
  Silver- South Adelaide 
  Bronze- Macau 
Women’s Gold - New Caledonia   
  Silver- South Adelaide 
  Bronze- Macau 
 
State Events 

NT Volleyball Championships 
Was not played due to Arafura Games 
 
Outdoor Events (State) 
VODAFONE  2005-6 NT Beach Volleyball Cham-
pionships 
Darwin, 14 – 15 Oct 2006 
Men’s- Brad Thompson & Roger Jones 
Women’s- Naomi Kelly & Honor Liversedge  
 
  
Sponsors and Thank yous 

Volleyball Northern Territory thanks its supporters 
in 2006-07: 
NT Office of Sport and Recreation and 
DTC Sports. 
 
Darwin Spikezone Coordinator Roger Jones. 
Bert Lukitsch for attending the South Pacific 
Games in Samoa. 
All the volunteers during the 2007 Arafura Games. 
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Volleyball Queensland 
 
Board  

Boris Georgieff  President 
Phil Muller  Dir Regional Devt  - Sth Qld 

(Until October) 

 Vice President (from October) 
Mike Burridge  Finance Director 
Kent Scotney Dir Regional Devt – Brisbane 
Terry Ruder Dir Regional Devt – Central Qld 
Brian Geck Dir Regional Devt – Nth Qld 
Sharon Hinton Dir Regional Devt – Sth Qld 

(from October) 

 
Staff 

Amanda Fielding General Manager from October 31 
Teresa Henderson Development Manager 
Tim Dinnen Operations Manager 
Kendell Bateman Junior Development Officer 
Trent Clarke Beach Development Officer 
Taryn Leslie Administration Officer (to April) 
Vicki Kunde South QLD Development Offi-

cer (until February) 
 
Overview of 2006-2007 

The 2006 Volleyball Queensland Schools Cup 
saw a record number of 350 teams compete 
along 94 teams taking part in the Primary Schools 
Cup. The continued growth of all the Schools 
Cups and the increased enrolments in training 
camps such Pirates Camp shows the great work 
that is being undertaking by our Development 
Staff.   
 
Amanda Fielding was appointed as the General 
Manager in late October 2006.  Amanda returns 
home to Queensland after successful appoint-
ments at the University of Technology, Sydney 
and Various United States Collegiate programs. 
 
Beach Volleyball 

The Queensland Beach Volleyball Tour consisted 
of 13 events from Cairns in the North to Rainbow 
Bay in the south, 132 Women and 160 Men took 
part.  The Medalists at the State Finals were 
Women 
Bronze Medal – Joanne Kyranakos/Katie Sharpe 
Silver Medal – Nicole Solomon/Diana Brigham 
Gold Medal – Carla Kleverlaan/Kaylah Nielsen 
Men 
Bronze Medal – Shannon Zunker/Steve Hannan 
Silver Medal – Anthony Wardrop/Sean Thomas 
Gold Medal – Brenden Turner/Shaun Howard 
The Players’ Player award recipients were Mandy 
Robertson and Elliot Weston. 
 
36 teams competed in the Queensland Junior 
Beach Championships, held at Broadbeach over 
the 30th September and 1st October.   
Congratulations to the following Champions: 

U23 Boys – Dan Carey and/Justin Feuerriegel 
U23 Girls – Lauren McLeod/Kaylah Nielsen 
U19 Boys – James Carey/Robbie Kuhn 
U19 Girls – Charlotte Garton/Tenielle Payne 
U17 Boys – Jordan Grenfell/Gavin Mackay 
U17 Girls – Natsumi McHugh/Katie Bartoli 
 
Junior Development 

The 2006 Primary Schools Cup saw a record 94 
teams competing at Griffith University, in Septem-
ber. Utilising the modified and exciting concept of 
Spikezone Volleyball attracted over twice the 
number of teams than 2005. Congratulations go 
to Belmont State School, Champion School. Fol-
lowing the success of Primary Schools Cup there 
was a significant increase in the participants and 
registrations for Spikezone, allowing VQ to ex-
ceed its registration target in early May. 
 
The Quikspike Junior Volleyball league continues 
to grow and is an exciting initiative to create a 
competition opportunity for High School aged 
players.  Utilising a more central location we saw 
a 100% increase in team numbers this year. 
 
The Future Stars camps and Junior Pirates 
camps saw record numbers attending this year; 
350 athletes at 3 camps.  
 
Awards 

Volleyball Queensland was awarded the Presi-
dent’s Trophy at National Juniors, with our U15 
Boys winning the Gold Medal at the Australian 
Under 15 Championship. 
 
Volleyball Queensland sent 11 teams to the Aus-
tralian Junior Beach Volleyball Championships 
held in Glenelg, South Australia.  
 
Sponsors 
Queensland Government, Australian Volleyball 
Federation, the Queensland Academy of Sport, 
Griffith University, sponsors such as Vodafone, St 
Arnou, Ozsports Trophies, Sea Fm, Molten, and 
our business partners  Rainbow Bay, Kurrawa 
and Northcliffe Surf Clubs.  
 
Looking Forward 
Volleyball Queensland is very about the contin-
ued growth achieved in both competitions and 
participants in the past year. Building on this suc-
cess is a major focus of VQ.  VQ is looking for-
ward to continuing our inaugural President’s Tro-
phy win. 
The Queensland Beach Volleyball Tour is plan-
ning a bigger a better tour for 2007-08.  With the 
announcement of the world Tour Event for Gle-
nelg, VQ will look to utilise this events participants 
to make the QBVT even more enticing for interna-
tional players to part of. 
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Volleyball SA  
 
Board  

Jitendra Ragunath President   
Greg Lehmann Vice President Finance   
Darrilyn Wood Vice President 
Faye Bound   Chair Marketing Advisory  
   Board 
Paul Finn  Member 
 
Staff 

Paul Finn  General Manager 
Trish Virag   Business Dev.Manager 
Simon Phillips   Technical Officer 
Bri Wyatt      Competition & Events Co-ord. 
Quentin Hughes City Beach Co-ord 
Tessa Jones  Trainee 
 Renee Healey Spikezone Co-ord.  
 
2007 National Junior Beach Volleyball Champion-

ships – Glenelg December 29 – 31 

A total of 85 teams competed in the championship 
for Under 17, Under 19 and Under 23 players held 
at Glenelg Beach. The event produced a high stan-
dard of play and was well run by Tournament Di-
rector Matt Jones and his team. The results of this 
event are contained in the Event’s Report. 
 
The 2006 State League season saw Mt Lofty win 
the women’s premiership while U.S.C. Lion con-
tinued its dominance of the men’s competition 
with a come from behind win over South Ade-
laide.  In the main beach volleyball event for the 
season the Australasian Challenge the winners 
were Becchara Palmer and Summer Lochowicz 
while the combination of Marty Suan and Bo So-
derburg won the men’s competition. 
 
Mt Lofty continued their role as a strong national 
force by winning women’s AVL competition in 
December. 
 
Sponsors and thank yous 

Volleyball SA would like to thank its sponsors Vo-
dafone, Malibu, Stamford Grand, Wendy Higgins 
Mortgage Choice, Delfin Lend Lease, City of 
Holdfast bay, Citrus Restaurant, Bartercard, An-
dresen’s of Denmark, Jetty Road Traders, Caston 
Design and Network Ten. 
 
Volleyball SA continues to have a strong Junior 
growth focus with Junior League crossing 70 
teams for the first time, new Spikezone programs 
at Victor Harbor and a maintenance of over 1,000 
teams in Schools Beach as indicators of success. 

Volleyball Tasmania 
 
Board 

Tim Medwin  President  
Brett Manion  Vice President 
Tammy Wiggins Secretary 
Stephen Ibbott Treasurer 
 
Volleyball Tasmania has  overhauled its structure 
over the past 12 months. A sub committee re-
viewed the strategic and operational position of 
VT and a comprehensive 3 year plan has been 
initiated. In addition, VT has undertaken a major 
branding and marketing initiative with Tasma-
nia’s leading branding company ‘Valley Vision’. 
All stakeholders have been involved and con-
sulted with a clear vision as to the core purposes 
and values of the organisation. VT has engaged 
graphic designers to develop the new VT logo 
and colour scheme (ready in November). 
 
At the beginning of the year a grant was sought 
from ‘Active Australia’ which enabled VT to pre-
sent 36 introductory volleyball lessons to 10 
schools within the Southern region. Over 900 
students enjoyed volleyball, and 15 Physical 
Education Teachers were immersed in quality 
professional learning, which allowed further qual-
ity teaching and learning to transpire. Each 
school was allocated a set of ‘spikezone’ equip-
ment. Approximately 40 students from these 
presentations were added to the VT junior devel-
opment program run from Elizabeth College. 
 
VT enhanced its competitive reputation by enter-
ing teams in the National Junior Championships 
in both u/19 women and u/21 men. 3 of our ath-
letes were selected to junior national teams and 
two were offered full time AIS scholarships. 7 
teams competed in the National School’s volley-
ball cup, and this competition remains vital to the 
growth and development of the sport in Tasma-
nia. Rosters were offered indoors in A, B, Social 
and School’s with over 100 teams enjoying com-
petitions of various standards. Beach Volleyball 
continues to be a growth area for VT and 
monthly competitions have been offered with 
great success. 
 
Revenue from the previous year has grown and 
VTI has purchased 2 ball machines from the 
USA. These have added to the quality of training 
in both junior development squads and seniors. 
 
VT is continually looking for new markets and is 
working towards fulfilling all of the goals set 
down in the organisations strategic and opera-
tional plan. As the workforce is all volunteer we 
have been able to gain quite extraordinary re-
sults in a short space of time. 
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Volleyball Victoria       
 
Board  

Sen Stephen Conroy President 
Tim Burrows Vice President 
David Jensen Finance Director 
Sue Hiller Director 
Liz Pollock Director 
Howard Williams Director (From March, 
2007) 
Rosemary Bissett Director (To October, 2006)  
 
Staff    
Terry Jones Executive Director 
Tania De Marchi Competitions and Events 
 Manager 
Andrew Shears Education and Special Pro
 jects Officer 
David Frost Development Manager 
Jacqui Gonsal Marketing and Promotions 
 Officer 
 
Overview of the year 
In November, 2006, Victoria hosted the Australian 
National Men’s Team in two games against Argen-
tina. The first game was played in Dandenong at 
the site of the future State Volleyball Centre, in front 
of almost 2,000 spectators. This was the first Inter-
national game hosted in Melbourne in nine years.  
It was a memorable night with Australia defeating 
Argentina.  The following night the two teams met 
once again, this time in Bendigo, with over 1,000 
spectators, only on this occasion the result was 
reversed.  
  
Throughout the reporting period work has been 
continuing to construct the $9 Million State Volley-
ball Centre in Dandenong. The project has been 
funded by the Victorian State Government and the 
City of Greater Dandenong with contributions of $6 
and $3 Million respectively. 
 
The State Volleyball Centre will have seven dedi-
cated Indoor Courts and three Beach Courts. There 
is also scope to access a further ten Volleyball 
Courts for major Events from the Dandenong Bas-
ketball Association with who the Stadium is shared. 
 
Overview of Volleyball  

The Victorian State League Competition, which 
consists of three Female and three Male Divisions, 
had just under 60 teams competing in our season 
which runs from March through until September.  
 
The Champion Club in 2006 was Monash Univer-
sity, who took out the Tomas Santamaria Shield for 
the third consecutive year.  
Overview of Beach Volleyball    
Volleyball Victoria ran a total of eight ranking 
Events from November, 2006 through until 

March, 2007. For the Season VVI formed partner-
ships with Epic Beach and the Players Associa-
tion to deliver some ranking events. The major 
disappointment of the beach season was the 
withdrawal of Vodafone Sponsorship monies.   
 
Junior Development 

In July, 2006 our State Team finished the Austra-
lian National Junior Championships in Canberra 
equal on points with Queensland in the Presidents 
Cup, losing on countback.  
 
For the first time we had Gold teams, which con-
sisted of players from regional areas of Victoria, 
who had a camp based monthly training program 
that enabled athletes form such as areas as 
Warrnambool, Mildura, Ballarat, Bendigo and Hor-
sham, who could not commit to traveling to Mel-
bourne each week to become involved in the Pro-
gram. 
 
We sent six teams to the increasingly successful 
Australian Under 15 Championships in Albury in 
April, 2007. Regional teams from Victoria, from the 
Bendigo and Sunraysia Academies of Sport, also 
entered.  Congratulations to Volleyball NSW on the 
work that they have done to increase the status of 
this annual Championship.  
 
The Victorian Volleyball Schools Cup Com-
petition was hosted for the sixth time at the 
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre in 
September, 2006.  The rules of this Event 
were changed in 2004 to ensure that they 
mirrored the Australian Volleyball Schools 
Cup Competition in almost every respect in-
cluding Net Heights.   
 
125 Teams participated in the 2005 3 Day 
Tournament and 51 Teams participated in 
the 1 Day Event.  Upwey High School won 
the Victorian Volleyball Schools Cup, whilst 
Luther College the Shield as the most suc-
cessful 1 Day Event School.  
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Western Australian  
Volleyball Association Inc.  
 
Board  

Mandy Combes President (to March 2007) 
Candice Stanley Vice President (to March 
 2007, then President) 
Pauline Manser Member (until March 2007) 
Sue Falconer Member 
Alex Larson Member 
Damian Oldmeadow Member (from March 2007) 
 
Patron 

Mr Trevor Williams (Life Member VWA, VSA, 
AVF) 
 
Staff 

Gavin Lewis General Manager 
Stuart Davis Operations Manager 
Marta Makuch Development Officer 
Alicia Ayton Receptionist 
Marielle Theberge Social Coordinator 
 
2007 in Retrospect 

This year Volleyball WA moved into its third year 
of our Strategic Plan, 2005 to 2008. Volleyball 
WA in consultation with the WA Department of 
Sport and Recreation evaluated the year’s per-
formance against the Strategic Plan and received 
a very favourable outcome. The Department of 
Sport and Recreation recognized this (and past) 
achievements and WA Volleyball received fund-
ing for a period of three years (as opposed to an-
nual funding). This funding security is essential as 
it allows the Association to plan for the future.  
 
2006 saw the return of the National Beach Tour 
to the shores of WA as a full leg of the Vodafone 
Australian Beach Volleyball Tour. Much work has 
gone into securing this event and VWA would like 
to thank Mr Andrew Scotford for his tireless work 
and effort to secure this event, which was widely 
proclaimed as a great success. 
 
2006 / 2007 Beach Season 

The WA Beach Volleyball Tour was a huge suc-
cess. The State Championships saw WA’s own 
pair of Martin Suan and Alan Hinchley win the 
Championships. The women’s division was won 
by WA’s Tara Banks and Nikki Fake over former 
WAIS athletes Michelle Hand and Olympian 
Pauline Manser. The winner of the Male Beach 
Player of the Year Award was Martin Suan and 
Tara Banks and Nikki Fake won the Female 
Beach Player of the Year Award. 
 
The WA Beach Volleyball Schools Cup attracted 
over 130 teams and was run over two days at 
City Beach. 

The WA leg of the Vodafone National Tour was 
contested at Scarborough Beach. The stands 
were filled to breaking point on Sunday, the finals 
day of the event. WA Volleyball did a lot of hard 
work and have committed a lot of resources to 
this event and we hope to see the event become 
a permanent fixture on the National Beach Tour. 
 
Stuart Davis, Beach Volleyball Director and his 
crew did a sensational job, building on and ex-
ceeded the success of previous seasons. 
  
Perth Volleyball League (PVL) 

This year saw the increase and growth of the PVL 
to reach all time highs, the Champion Club winner 
was the Southern Cross Volleyball Club. The sea-
son was a complete success and the WA asso-
ciation would like to thank Dani Francis for her 
tireless work as the PVL coordinator.   
 
Junior Volleyball Development  

The 2006 WA Volleyball Schools Cup saw 132 
teams entered in the competition. The competi-
tion was a slight increase from last year’s compe-
tition. The Champion School was awarded to 
Rossmoyne Senior High School. 
 
With the DMV program in full running, Volleyball 
WA is looking at embracing this program and es-
tablishing a large platform of junior athletes. The 
challenge is to firstly get these large number of 
juniors playing mini-volleyball and then to main-
tain these numbers through all levels of volleyball. 
 
Sponsors 

Volleyball WA maintained its large funding from 
the Western Australian Government with contin-
ued sponsorship from Healthway. Thank you to 
all sponsors; 96FM, Great Escape, Miracle Rec-
reation Equipment, City of Stirling and especially 
the Department of Sport and Recreation through 
the Lotteries Commission and Healthway. 
 
Conclusion 

With the Strategic Plan to guide the association 
we believe that the association will grow in size 
and reputation as a leading state sports associa-
tion. The association is very happy with the way 
that the administration is working and we are all 
looking forward to a very bright future for volley-
ball in the State of Western Australia. We would 
like to thank and encourage the AVF to maintain 
its policy of equalization and looking after all 
State Associations, not only in terms of air travel 
and equalization but in terms of competition struc-
ture and governance structure. 
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AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

BEST MEDIA COVERAGE 

1988/89 Channel 9 Wide World of Sports -  Bicentennial Australian Cup, Perth 
1989/90 ABC-TV Melbourne - Fuji Film Australia Cup Match 
1990/91 ABC-TV - World Series Beach 
1991/92 ABC-Radio - Tracey Holmes 
1992/93 ABC-TV - Thursday Night Volleyball & World Volleyball Grand Prix 
1993/94 Australian Volleyball Magazine 
1994/95 Network 10 - Ten’s Summer of Sports Pro Tour Beach Coverage 
1995/96 Turnbull Fox Phillips - World Series Women’s Beach Brisbane 
2001/02 Adelaide Advertiser, Australian Jr Beach Volleyball Championships 
2002/03 SBS, Toyota World Sport - 2002 Women’s World Championship 
2003/04 Channel Ten - Australian Beach Volleyball Tour 
2004/05 SBS – 2004 Olympics and Australian Volleyball League 
2005/06 David Valente 
 
MOST OUTSTANDING VOLLEYBALL EVENT 

1988/89 SA-FM National Beach Volleyball Championships 
1989/90 Commonwealth Bank Cup 
1990/91 Fuji Xerox Cup - 6th Asian Men’s Championships 
1991/92 ACT Indoor Grand Prix 
1992/93 World Volleyball Grand Prix 
1993/94 Volleyball Victoria - VTAM vs Brazil Series 
1994/95 Volleyball Victoria - “Hearthealth” Australian Jr Championships 
1995/96 AOQT & associated AVC meetings 
1997/98 Qld Volleyball Schools Cup & Australian  Volleyball Schools Cup. 
1999/00  World League (Aust v Poland) - Volleyball SA 
2000/01 Volleyball SA Corporate Lunch 
2001/02 2001 Goodwill Games Beach Volleyball - Qld Volleyball 
2002/03 2002 World Masters Games - Volleyball Victoria 
2003/04 2003 Australian Masters Games, AVF 
2004/05 Australian Volleyball Schools Cup 
2005/06 Round 8 (2005 AVL) hosted by Mt Lofty Volleyball Club 
 
BEST VOLLEYBALL EVENT ORGANISER 

1988/89 Ross Symonds & QVA - Bicentennial Australia Cup Match, Townsville 
1989/90 QVA - National Junior Volleyball Championships 
1990/91 Trevor Williams (WAVA) - Fuji Xerox Cup 6th Asian Men’s Champs 
1991/92 Kevin Dobson - Commonwealth Bank Cup 
1992/93 World Volleyball Grand Prix Organising Committee: K. Dobson, J. 
 Kostas, S. Berry, P. McConnon, B. Foot, S. Watson,  N. Drew, R. 
 Clews. 
1993/94 Kevin Dobson 
1994/95 Volleyball SA - Triple Crown Beach Event 
1995/96 Trish Virag 
1997/98 Ben Jones 
1999/00  Shane Hennessy – World League (Aust v Poland) 
2000/01 John Stedman & Paul Finn (Volleyball SA Corporate  Lunch 
2001/02 Queensland Volleyball Association – 2001 Goodwill Games Beach 
 Volleyball (Joint winner) 
 Richard Casutt – 2001 Australian Junior Beach Volleyball Champs 
 (Joint winner) 
2002/03 Phong Nguyen & Kevin Lentin (Vic) 2002 World Masters Games 
2003/04 Phong Nguyen Various, including 2003 Australian Masters Games 
2004/05 Chris Lemm, Peter McConnon & Murray Mansfield  (AVSC) 
2005/06 Gary Antognelli 
 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR 

1989/90 Steve Berry (TVA) 
1990/91 Marilyn Breen (AVF) 
1991/92 Paul Finn (VSA) 
1992/93 Jackie Murdoch (VSA) 
1993/94 Ross Symonds (QVA) 
1994/95 Jackie Murdoch (VVI) 
1995/96 Wanda Sipa (AVF) 
2001/02 Andrew Scotford (AVF) 
2003/04 Teresa Henderson 
2004/05 Paul Finn (VSA) 
 

BEST COMMERCIAL SPONSOR 

1995/96 Bakers Delight 
2003/04 Molten 
2004/05 Vodafone 
 
JOE HILLER COACH OF THE YEAR 

1989/90 Sue Dansie - SASI Women 
1990/91 Phil Borgeaud - VTAM 
1991/92 Trevor Williams - VTAW & 
 WA u/21 
1992/93 Andres Lomp - ACT Academy 
 Men 
1993/94 Steve Tutton - SASI Men 
1994/95 David Eldridge - Heathfield High 
 School 
1995/96 Tomas Santamaria - VIS Men 
1997/98 Stelio DeRocco – VTAM 
1999/00  Jenny Becker – Canberra  
 Cougars (AVL) 
2000/01 Steve Anderson & Steve Tutton 
2001/02 Craig Marshall (SASI) 
2002/03 Heathfield High School - AVSC 
 2002 Coaches 
2003/04 Gavin Lewis 
2004/05 Boris Georgieff 
2005/06 Sue Jenkins 
 
BOB FOOT REFEREE OF THE YEAR 

1989/90 Juho Looveer 
1990/91 Ray Harris 
1991/92 Adam Vasiliou 
1992/93 Dean Turner 
1993/94 Colin Nissen 
1994/95 Dean Turner 
1995/96 Melissa Rinaldi 
1996/97 Dean Turner 
1998/99 Dean Turner 
1999/00  Dean Turner 
2000/01 Dean Turner 
2001/02 Dean Turner 
2002/03 Stephen Giugni 
2003/04 David Smith 
2004/05 Liz Pollock 
2005/06 Stephen Guigni 
 
MOST OUTSTANDING AUSTRALIAN 

FEMALE PLAYER 
1989/90 Sally Gray 
1990/91 Kerri Pottharst 
1991/92 Kerri Pottharst 
1992/93 Lisa Willcocks 
1993/94 Pauline Manser 
1994/95 Laurel Wentworth 
1995/96 Pauline Manser 
1996/97 Pauline Manser 
1997/98 Liz Brett 
1998/99 Beatrice Daly 
1999/00 Beatrice Daly 
2000/01 Priscilla Ruddle 
2001/02 Tamsin Barnett 
2002/03 Priscilla Ruddle 
2003/04 Tolotear Lealamanua 
2004/05 Tolotear Lealamanua 
2005/06 Eileen Romanowski 
 

FEDERATION AWARDS 
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TED KALKHOVEN MOST OUT-

STANDING AUSTRALIAN MALE 

PLAYER  

1988/89 Matthew Perry 
1989/90 Russell Borgeaud 
1990/91 Gabriel Mauerhofer 
1991/92 Steve Lugge 
1992/93 Edi Vukosa 
1993/94 David Waite 
1994/95 Russell Wentworth 
1995/96 Scott Newcomb 
1996/97 Dan Howard 
1997/98 Dan Howard 
1998/99  Ben Hardy 
1999/00  Hidde Van Beest 
2000/01  Dan Howard 
2001/02 Dan Howard 
2002/03 Dan Howard 
2003/04 Dan Howard 
2004/05 Ben Hardy 
2005/06 Ben Hardy 
 
MOST OUTSTANDING FEMALE 

BEACH PLAYER 

1992/93 Anita Palm 
1993/94 Anita Palm 
1994/95 Kerri Pottharst 
1995/96 Kerri Pottharst 
1996/97 Kerri Pottharst 
1997/98 Pauline Manser 
1999/00 Natalie Cook 
2000/01 Kerri Pottharst & Natalie Cook 
2001/02 Kerri Pottharst 
2002/03 Natalie Cook 
2003/04 Natalie Cook 
2004/05 Nicole Sanderson 
2005/06 Natalie Cook 
 
MOST OUTSTANDING MALE BEACH 

PLAYER 

1992/93 Julien Prosser 
1993/94 Julien Prosser 
1994/95 Julien Prosser 
1995/96 Julien Prosser 
1996/97 Lee Zahner 
1997/98 Lee Zahner 
1998/99 Lee Zahner 
1999/00  Lee Zahner 
2000/01 Matt Grinlaubs 
2001/02 Lee Zahner 
2002/03 Joshua Slack 
2003/04 Andrew Schacht 
2004/05 Julien Prosser 
2005/06 Andrew Schacht 
 
NATIONAL PRO TOUR MOST VALU-

ABLE FEMALE PLAYER 

1995 Anita Palm 
 
NATIONAL PRO TOUR MOST VALU-

ABLE MALE PLAYER 

1995 Lee Zahner 
 VOLLEYBALL AUSTRALIA SERVICE 

AWARDS 
 
The Merit Award and Life Membership 
was instituted by the AVF in 1977. The 
first Life membership was awarded to 
Walter Lebedew in that year.  
 
 
30 YEARS OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

Jeffrey Kostas (1992) 
 
LIFE MEMBERS  
John Barker (1991) 
Barry Couzner (1994) 
Dave Flatt (2004) 
Robert Foot (dec) 
Argods Fricson (dec) 
Wolfgang Gollong (dec) 
Jeffrey Kostas (dec) 
Eric Hayman OAM (dec)  
Jozef Hiller (dec) 
Walter Lebedew OAM (1977) 
Clarrie Martin (dec) 
George Mraz (2004) 
Joan Peksis 
Tomas Santamaria (1993) 
Trevor Williams (1993) 
 
AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

Lyn Roberts (1992) 
Wanda Sipa (1997) 
Steve Tutton (1997) 
 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS 

Barry Couzner (1989) 
Gordon Duffus (1989) 
Graeme Cox (1989)  
Randel Robertson (1989) 
Trevor Williams (1989) 
Tomas Santamaria (1989)  
Tanya Tarnogursky (1989) 
George Mraz (1989) 
Peter Marr (1989)  
John Barker (1989) 
Richard Clews (1990) 
Gary O’Donnell (1990) 
Tony Naar (1991) 
Sue Dansie (1992)  
Bill Glasson (1993)  
Ray Harris (1993)   
Susan Falconer (1995) 
Murray Mansfield (1995) 
Russell Borgeaud (1996) 
Russell Newman (1996) 
David Eldridge (1997) 
Gabriel Mauerhofer (1998)  
Kevin Dobson (1998) 
Phil Borgeaud (2000)   
Shane Hennessy (2002) 
Jim Lester (2002) 
Colin Logan (2002) 
Andrew Strugnell (2004) 
David Beard (2004) 
Dean Turner (2005) 
Noel Drew (2005) 
Michael Reu (2006) 

MERIT AWARD 

Criteria for the Merit Award is ten years 
of participation in the Australian Champi-
onships as player, coach or manager it 
was instituted in 1978 retrospective. 
 
Roy Bruinius (Qld) 
Richard Clews (Qld) 
Ray Harris  (SA) 
Gail Hering  (Tas) 
Joe Hiller (Vic) 
John Hiller (Vic) 
John Kruk (Vic) 
Peter Marr (Qld) 
Tony Naar (SA) 
Anton Niedermaier (ACT) 
Lynne Newman (Vic) 
John Olesk (SA) 
Hillary Ranniko (SA) 
Brett Stirzaker (SA) 
Rob Thorpe (Tas) 
George Mraz (Vic) 
Ilke Veijalainen  (Vic) 
Roy Bruynius (Qld) 
Rob Scott  (Tas) 
Karl Neumann )SA0 
Dianane Biebrick  (SA) 
Sue Dansie (SA) 
Ingrid Randva (SA) 
Jan Stoll (Vic) 
Gail Hering (Tas) 
Aldona Morkunas (SA) 
Marta Ostermeyer (NSW, SA) 
Lynne Newman (Vic) 
Kaye Thorpe (ACT) 
Sue English (NSW) 
Craig Marshall (2001) 
Matt Grinlaubs (2001) 
Bruce Bourner (2001) 
Natalie Cook (2002) 
Annette Huygens-Tholen (2002) 
Pauline Manser (2003) 
Amanda Combes (2003) 
Laurel Wentworth (2004) 
Rick O’Brien (2004) 
Tomas Santamaria (1993) 
Trevor Williams (1993) 
Alexis LEBEDEW (2006) 
Ron ROBERTSON (2006) 
Dean TURNER (2006) 
David SMITH (2006) 
Jim LESTER (2006) 
Robert BATES (2006) 
John BYRNES (2006) 
Colin LOGAN (2006) 
Juho LOUVEER (2006) 
Peter McCONNON (2006) 
Colin NISSEN (2006)  
Anthony LUCK (2006) 
Cameron OLSON (2006) 
Elizabeth POLLOCK (2006) 
Luke YAN (2006) 
Tanya ALDERMAN (2006) 
Bronwyn EVANS (2006) 
Michael (Brett) FOGARTY (2006) 
Stephen GIUGNI (2006) 
Kevin LENTIN (2006) 
Peter LUCAS (2006) 
Arthur SLIWINSKI (2006) 
Catriona TWEEDIE (2006) 
Richard WARREN (2006) 
Neil WILLOUGHBY (2006) 
Peter HRESZCZUK (2006) 
John BENNETT (2006) 
Linda CHANG (2006) 
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AVF MEMBRSHIP 

2006/07                   
Membership Categories ACT QLD Vic NSW TAS SA NT WA Total 
Adult Full 69 450 417 141   216 8 220 1,521 
Adult Social 158 757 1,046 1,028 193 573 192 148 4,095 
Adult Season 357 8 354 300 35 40 0 228 1,319 
U19 71 2,865 1,651 482 47 1,158 22 531 6,827 
U13 6 281 532 18 146 700 3 25 1,711 
Corporate   2 0     391     393 
Total 658 4,363 4,000 1,969 421 3,078 225 1,152 15,866 
                    
2005/06                   
Membership Categories ACT QLD Vic NSW TAS SA NT WA Total 
Adult Full 145 436 655 122   193 39 126     1,716 
Adult Social 130 864 1,249 1,110 236 630   145     4,364 

Adult Season 448   1,065 311   266 15 191 
       

2,296 
U19 65 3,670 1,056 604 70 644   264     6,373 
U13 45 236 523 46 4 1,224 37 73     2,188 
Corporate   351 524     387         1,262 
Total  833   5,557   5,,072   2,193 310   3,344   91   799   18,199 
                    
2004/05                   
Membership Categories ACT QLD Vic NSW TAS SA NT WA Total 
Adult Full 267      561      261           6        349   118     43     1,338 
Adult Social 259      918      634   1,266    65   1,019     26     25     3,953 
Adult Season 463        247             73     132         452 
U19 194      683   1,002      376       8      882     10   590     3,551 
U13 1         10      305         16     1,264         1,595 
Corporate          280       1,572         1,852 
Corporate Junior             28                     28 
Upgrade Adult Sea to Social                 3                     3 
Total     2,172   2,757   1,667    73   5,159   154   790   12,772 
                    
2003/04                   
Membership Categories ACT QLD Vic NSW TAS SA NT WA Total 
Adult Full 63      483      355         20             5     50   271     1,184 
Adult Social 74      741   1,020   1,500    23      176     64     12     3,536 
Adult Season 191           22      501             7       38         568 
U19 32   1,558   1,365      635       8         19     44   606     4,235 
U13 1         12      492         23           11        1           539 
Corporate          143          430             573 
Corporate Junior               1                       1 
Upgrade Adult Social to Full               50                   50 
Total     2,794   3,398   2,729    31      648   159   927   10,686 
                    
2002/03                   
Membership Categories ACT QLD Vic NSW TAS SA NT WA Total 
Adult Full 136      404      154           8        179     15   209         969 
Adult Social 213      538      493      796    54      981     75     50     2,987 
Adult Season 338        409         45           85     16     31         586 
U19 54   2,576      790      295    39      429     18   259     4,406 
U13 3         27         10         11        699        2           749 
Corporate          162          407             569 
Corporate Junior               1                       1 
Total     3,545   2,019   1,155    93   2,780   126   549   10,267 
                    
2001/02                   
Membership Categories ACT QLD Vic NSW TAS SA NT WA Total 
Adult Full 409      338           60        184     30   220         832 
Adult Social 335      283      331      709    40      311     57     81     1,812 
Adult Season          273      199           88       33         593 
U19 37      227      831      179       4      433     31   227     1,932 
U13             3           8           9           25        2        2           49 
Corporate          231          229             460 
Corporate Junior                            - 
Total        851   1,674   1,156    44   1,270   120   563     5,678 








































